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To 

CLNKilAL, 

iJlS KOYAI. lIKillNKSS, ADOU'Ht S FRKDI-.UHh 

DI KK or CANFBIilDGK, 

K. ii. .yc. Af. 


Sir. 

I INUi ’[.(•'E in the 

fh '^ra: itial jtroitd ^rudjicafioii tcliich litt t{«},or- 
uf'U iH fintssioii of Dedtatfiit^ (hia U ork to a 
Frlini it ltd (I liritis/i (iuunif, Uh/rcrxa/li/(le/in'td 
and n'siHcftd, muxl nuiiirnUif h>s/jirc in a mind 
hitrmhf a/irc to (hi jdittsin^ stnlinunts of grati~ 
lude, and /oi/aOi/ A* (fu Members of the Illus¬ 
trious House of lirunsiiick. 

Punnit me most resjuc/fullt/ to assure Your 
Koyul llieluitss, that it has been my icish throu^h- 
our the Jhlloicin^ pages, to furnish a faithful 
and impartial detail of those grand and impor¬ 
tant mUilary occurrences oh tlie Continent which 
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hare aslon 4 /^hc(^ Knropc ; and that in reviewing 
the iiolicif which has actuated the. several Chiefs 
enfrai^ed in tjiose events. I have heen directed 
Inj the sann feclimii-, a spirit of independence. 
—Inflnenced hij such principles, and impressed 
icith the idea that they will thronyhont he jter- 
fecth/ apparent to the liberal and enlighten¬ 
ed mind of' Your Royal Highness. I enter¬ 
tain a sangnine hope that this whrk will not he 
found undeserving of the distinction which the 
Illustrious Name of Your Royal Highness must 
afford to it. 


1 have the honor to hr. 

With the highest respect., 

Your Royal Highness's most truly Devoted, and 
Dutiful, Humble. Servant, 

J. PHILIPPART. 


London, Oct. 24, ISIS. 




ADVERTISEMENT. 


AT the moment when the great and im¬ 
portant military and politieal events on the 
Continent are j)assing before our eyes, it 
■ retpiirc's no ordinal*}' diligenct; in the an¬ 
nalist to seareh for, to discover, and collect 
amidst the mass of contradictory matter and 
inli'lligi'iice, nnl circumstances, their sources 
and eriects. A general knowledge must 
also bi' aetjuired of the high fontending 
jiarties, their habits, characters, passions, 
aiul interests: an extensii e coiTespomlence, 
a clear and dispassionate judgment of past 
and jiassing oceurrences, and an undeviat¬ 
ing regard to the fundamental spring and 
jirinciple of historic excellence, truth. In* 
a further requisiti' tl)r the conijiilation of a 

•ivork of this nature, the author of the fol- 
• ^ * 
lowing ptiges estt^'ins himself emineutly for- 
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tunato, liav’mg*b(‘rn favoured M ith ongiua: 
eoniuuiniealions through chaum'ls open to 
few, and aided and sln'iigtlieued by the most 
<‘ool. ('leganl, and jierspieuous, remarks id' 
those, to whose mature jutlgnu'iit he owns 
liimself much ind('bt(‘d ; yet, notwithstand- 
inii, this advantage, it will Ix'admitted by the 
inti'lligcnl and will-informed reader, that 
the task of publishinii, at this early period, 
a eorreel and eireumslantial aeeount of tlu* 
Northern Cainpaigns of IdTJ and 181‘3, in 
which till' operations weri' most extensivi', 
and the ri'viTses of fortune most extraordi¬ 
nary, is extremely tlifficult. 

Tlie lollowing pages will be found to em- 
brac(‘not oijlysueli events asoeeiirreil during 
the unprincipled and unpiovoked invasion 
of the llussian ti rritories, but all the subse* 
(pient movements, disjiositions, and exploits 
of the Allied and J'rineh armies; events 
most intertsling to Europe, as theraai de- 
.p(‘nd her fulun; indej)endenee, hap])iness, 
aiul etjuiiibrium. 

I’he edebrated proclamations which ia- 



spirocKu great people to rise tind*expel bv 
llic most vigorous ('xerlions, their avowed 
and implacable subjugators, ai\'m this work 
given in detail. The author, feeling their 
high hnportance to history, and conscious ol' 
their Mcight at the moment they were pro- 
mulgaU'd, has conceived it his 'duty, as a 
faithful narrator, to introduce them in their 
order, with his own obsen'ations. They 
an* in fact so connected, so mingled w'ilh the 
business of this remarkable war, that the 
work would be an imperfect structure if 
deprived of them. It is therefore presumed 
every military and political character will 
eoincitle in this opinion: and if these pro¬ 
clamations an* not consideretl the basis of 
Russian and Prussian exultation, thev may 
at li'ast be estimated as the corner-stone, 
having united the prince’s power with the 
p(X)j>le’s strength, which so cementetl Ixs 
cause invincibk', and which, witliout such 
bond /)f unioti, must separately, or together, 
iiave tottered into ruin. 

.The Author of the Northern Campaigns 
proposes to treat every subject which comes 
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under hU dbcussion as a inililary^cj’ lus- 
torical event, and disclaims all parly idlings, 
jM’inciples, or exertions, having always con¬ 
sidered such inolives as destructive to tint 
spirit of veracity, vigour, and independence; 
and, pcTlt'clly inelevant to a work of this 
(lescri)>liou. Every }X)litical event of im¬ 
portance is, however, introduced; various 
statements of great and giiieral interest; the 
Treaties of Alliance, oft’ensive and defensive, 
entt'red into betw('cn the different powers; 
To])ographical Notes; and Anecdotes re¬ 
lating to Buonaparte and his army during 
the retreat fiom Moscow, communicated 
by officers serving’ in the Allied Armies. 
The latter art* presented to the reader in the 
same form they were received by the autlu)!-; 
and it is* presumed they, as w('ll as tlu''fo- 
pographical Notes, will serve t<j lighten and 
relie\ e those' sombre subjects with which a 
detail e)f military movements must naturally 
abound. 

It is proper to explain to the reader 
that some portions of tluj w'ork before him 
liave already met the public eye in a military 
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work of extensive * circulation, 
the Royal Military Panorama. Such pas- 
sag(*s, having l)een written under {he influence 
of moinentary filing, compiled from public 
dispatches, private communications, &c. are 
now giv(‘n in a more solid and digested 
shayjc, with copious additions. 

The Author with confidence lays his la¬ 
bors b<‘fon' a military public, and those 
private friends Avho have aided and en- 
(H)urage(l him to a perseverance in an object 
ofinttTcst and utility, from a perfect con- 
\'ictioii that his sentiments and intentions 
will l)e fully evident to every candid and 
eiilichlcncd individual. 
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Northern Campaigns. 


TjIK goiioral ruiii aiid misery which the want 
of ootninerce rapidiy spread throughout Russia, 
<il)li^i-d tlie Kmpeiur Alexander to relax in a 
system which the machinations of Buonaparte 
had eii<>M 2 :ed him to enter on at the Treaty of 
Tilsit; and this relaxation determined the Ruler 
of the French nation to re-comraciice hostilities 
against that eonntrv.—It was to no purpose that 
Alexander represt iiti'd to him the actual pres¬ 
sure of i>u!)lie snlfering throughout Russia; 
that she could not longer exist as a nation with¬ 
out commerce ; and that he was w illing to make 
great sacrifices to secure even a portion of trade 
to his snhjects.—!t was to no purpose that he 
proposed to lay a ru*w <luty of ? > [lor cent, on 
fill colonial produce and goods of 13ritish manu¬ 
facture, and w'oidd allow France half the revenue 
to sanction the measure.—To these proposals 
Buonaparte insultingly replied, that nothing 
voi/. I. V. 



short of shutting the ports of Russia against 
British shipping would satisfy him; and that 
any compromise on his part would bo a total 
abandonnien't of the continental system.—Alex¬ 
ander had already used all possible endeavoiirs 
to avert .the evils of war: be had suffered bis 
relation, the Duke of Oldenburg*, to be plun¬ 
dered of his dominions by Buonaparte, in a time 
of peace, without doing more'in bis behalf than 
to issue a protest; and yet this harmless pro¬ 
test, against an act of the most glaring inhii- 
inanity and injustice, was now, above a year 
after its promulgation, considered as one occa¬ 
sion of offence: “ the protest respecting Olden¬ 
burg annihilated the alliance 

The efforts Alexander determined on making, 
were not, therefore, the sudden movements of 
disappointment witn respect to the <'onduct of 
the French Ruler, or <he struggles of Russia, 
driven to resistance when submission seemed to 
lead to nothing short of destruction.—The Court 

Whin Ihionaparti siizcd upon the l)uch.v of (Htkii- 
hurg, tlie Duke aftir ]>uhlishiii<> a I'artwcll addros to Ins 
subjects, couched in .strong and indignant linn.-, and iTlusitig 
a pension from the Ruler of the rnneh nation, repaired to the 
Court of .‘st. Petershurg, under the ixjiietation that thi'l'an- 
peror Alexander would afford him redress. , 

t Report from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, tftc Diikf 
of Bassaiio, to Buonaparte, .luneSl, lSf2, p. 



of S’t. Petersburg appears for a long period to 
have foreseen, tliat actual hostility, and another 
appeal to arms, could alone preserve the inde¬ 
pendence and stability of the empire; and that 
the powers of Russia would he roused into ac¬ 
tion by the necessity of her own defence ; yet, 
anxious to prevent the edusion of blood, rt pro¬ 
crastinated the (lay of the explosion until its 
dianitv could no longer endure the compromise; 
—until its inte' 4 rily and safety must have fatally 
suffered by delay. 

Even in the spring of the year ISll, the Ca¬ 
binet of Russia perceived that a vvar was inevi¬ 
table. It had been recommended to the King 
of Saxony to concentrate the troops belonging 
to the Duchy of Warsaw on the \'istula; the 
conscription throughout France had been very 
considerably extended, and the designs of Buo¬ 
naparte became daily more evident;—the Court 
of St. Petersburg, therefore, at that period bu¬ 
sily occupied itself in military jneparations on the 
most extensive scale.—Cannon were secretly 
sent from the arsenals towards the frontiers.— 
riie different battalions called “ Garrison Re- 
gnnt'iits,” were incorporated with the regular 
forci’S, and by the end of February in that year, 
no less than 900,000 men were (piartered in the 
western provinces of that empire; while many, 
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It is now ascprtaiiiod. ot’ the most iiilcllivr<iit 
Generals, who eoimnaiuied divisions of these 
troops, successively visited St. IN tt'i'shuri;-. un¬ 
der the pretext of aiTan:.dnL; their privaie athiirs, 
hut in r- alitv tor the ])nrpose of eunli irin^ with 
the Minisu r at N\'ar. on the stale oi' their respec¬ 
tive I'orps. 

These ineaxurcN were pursued with an in¬ 
creased aetiviiy alh r Kussia was apprized ol the 
incorporation of the 1 fans'l owiis. and the st i- 
z.ureofthe Duchy of Oldeiihup.;. the intrmitv 
of which latter state was ^naraiiti'cd hy tlu- Iv’lli 
and 1 ofh articles of the Treaty of 'J'ilsit. on thi 
priiiciple that by their contiiiniii!; to trade with 
Grcat-lhitain, their coniinerce frustratnl the 
ndlulari) and thcisin ri'^nlations of the I)e<a. es 
of Ih rliii and Milan, which alone \\ere calcii- 
latefl to etl'ectnally n sist the principles ol‘ ih< 
Ijrilisli Orders in Council.” 

I'hcse a'.ft;ressions made the stroiim sl iinpO's- 
sion on the mind of Alexander; yt t thonph he 
saw the temkaiey of Napoleon’s ambitions de¬ 
signs, his Imperial Majesty did not immediately 
assume that vigorous line of conduct lie oTiglil 
to have adopted.—1.nfortunately, too, tin; feel¬ 
ings of Russia w«:re still hostile to Turkey: she 
liad strainod e\ i;ry nerve in a d<-structivc coiitest 



\vitli,t.hat power; and lier finances were far from 
bcina; in a prosperous condition.—The part 

which I’ernadotto. the-Crown Pi ince of Sweden, 

• • 

inin'lit take in a contest between Russia and 
France^ appeared for some time uncertain, 
and it was known that every exertion had been 
made by Ruonaparte to engage tliat Prince to 
enter into an alliance with him.—Tne Russian 
(Cabinet, however, lost no time in encouraging 
the manufacture of arms : .300,000 muskets, and 
•lHHK) pieces of ordnance were rapidly finished, 
and ready for any dis|iosable purpose; various 
for'ifications weie erected on the banks of the 
Dwina: and, upon the whole, the military pre¬ 
parations were nuudi more formidable, and upon 
a larger scale, than those which preceded the 
wars of 1 SO.j and 1S07.—The organization, too, 
ol’ the iorei's was changed—The cavalry, which 
used to b(* attached to the different divisions of 
infantr\, were separated from them.—The in- 
fmtrv Of the line consisted of twentv-eight di- 
visions, of six rt'giments each ; ami evtay regi¬ 
ment (“outained three battalions of (iOO etfective 
men ; forming a total of :30'?,400 infantry.—The 
cavalry were composed of seven divisions, of 
jorty srpjadrons each, every squadron of 14? ef¬ 
fective men, amounting in the whole to .‘39,760, 
besides 50,000 Cossacks, making together a 
force of .99?, 100 men.—From this enumeration 



may be dodurted nine divisions ; two of them 
were to be employed against tlie Persians, five 
against the Turks, and two weie to continue in 
Finland, by way of precaution.—Tliere then re¬ 
mained ?9+?9bO men which Russia could in the 
year 1811 have, opposed to France, oxelusively 
of the militia; tor armina: which latter force 
there were a sutlicient number of military depots 
well provided, and situated in convenient places 
for the distribution of arms and stores. 

It will be also evident from the following do¬ 
cument, which isthesubstanceof an (mirageim nt 
afterwards enteretl into between the ( ourtsof St. 
Petersburg and Stockholm, signed at St. P» ters- 
burg tlH‘2 tth March, 1812: so far as the same 
are reterred to in a subsequent treaty between 
his Majesty the Kinc of Great-Hritain, and the 
King of .Sweden, signed at Stockholm the ;jd of 
March, ISl.j, that Ibr some time before Puona- 
parte invaded Russia, the Courts of St. IVters- 
burg and Stockholm, had, from the movements 
of the French armies, threatening the Russian 
empire, engaged to make a diversion in Germany 
against France and her alli<*s w ith a strong force 
of between 10 and 60,000 men : but, as this di¬ 
version could not be securely made whilst Nor¬ 
way could be regarded as the enemy of Sweden, 
Russia engaged, either by uegociation or mili- 
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tary .co-operation, to unite that kingdom to 
Sweden. The acquisition of Norway w'as to be 
considered as a preliminary operatipnjto the di¬ 
version in Germany. An indemnity was to be 
offered to Denmark in Germany, if she would 
cede Norway. If she refused, she was to be 
considered as an enemy. 

“ The object of the Emperor of Russia and the King 
of Sweden in forming an alliance, is stated to be for the 
purpose of securing reciprocally their states and posses¬ 
sions against the common enemy. 

“ The French Government hanng, by the occupation 
of Swedisli Pomerania, committed an act of hostility 
against the Swedish Government, and, by the movements 
of its armies, having menaced the tranquillity of the Em¬ 
pire of Russia, the contracting parties engage to make a 
diversion against France and her allies, with a combined 
force of twenty-five or thirty thousand Swedes, and of 
fifteen or twenty thousand Russians, upon such point of 
the coast of Germany as may be judged most convenient 
for that purpose. 

“ As the King of Sweden cannot make this diversion 
in favojir of the ctnnmon cause consistently with the se¬ 
curity of his own dominions, so long as he can regard the 
kingdom of Norway as an enemy, his Majesty the Em¬ 
peror of Russia engages, either by negociation or by 
military co-operation, to unite the kingdom of Norway 
to Sweden. He engages, moreover, to guarantee the 
peaceable possession of it to hig Swedish Majesty. 
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“ The twfi I'ontnicting parties en!>:tc:e to eniisi-lcr ilir 
acquisition of Nonvay liy Sweden its a prel.iiiiiiary Oj era- 
tiun M tlie diversion on tiie coast of f.<rinaiiy. and tlic 
Emperor of Uussia promises to |)laci' for tliis ohjeet, at 
the disposal and under the inmiediate orders of tlie I’rinee 
Koval of Sweden, the corps of Kussiau li.x ps ;ihove 
stipulated. 

“The two eontractiinr jeiriies iviu;-umvilliiiL’’, if it 
can he avriided, to make an eiu-uiy oi tlie l\ii'.;r of Deu- 
mark, will projrose to th.it So\crei;'M to recede to this 
alliauee, and will olfei to ids Danish ,\h,-r siy lo |iroeure 
for him a eonipleie indemniiv for Noiw.o, liy a lerriiorv 
more eoMtitrtious to Ins (ierniaii d' Hiinionv. pn.viiii d his 
Danish iMajesiy will accede foi' i iir hi' riehis on the 
kinjrdom of \orua_v to the Kine’ of .'Sweden. 

“ III case his Daiiisli iMaje--iV refuse^ this olVer, and 
shall have decided to remain in alliance a iih I'raiice, the 
two eoiiiraeiiiii; ])ariiis enj,''aL''e to eon--ider Denmark as 
their enemy. 

‘'As it has heen expressly stijnilated thai the inea ce¬ 
ments of his Svvedivh .Maie^ty to eo-operati' w ilh his iroojis 
in (icnnany. in iavoiir of li ,■ e!>innio;i cause, shall not 
take elleei until ' oi'.vav 'hall have heen acquired to Swe¬ 
den, cith.er hy the < cssion of the Kinir of Denmark, or 
in c tinsetjuein e of iniliiarv opt rations, his Majesty the 
Kinjr ',f Swtt'en <neap s lo transport his army into Ger¬ 
many, aeeordine to a plan of eaiiqiaien to he aereed tipmi. 
as soon as the ahove ohjeet shiill have heen titiained. 


11 is Britannic Majesty to he, invited hy both powers 



to accede to, and to guarantee the stipulation contained 
in tlie said 'I'reaty. 

“ |{y a suhsequent convention, sicned al Al*o, the 30th 
of August, 181 i, the Russian auxiliarv’ force was to be 
cariied to ' 35,000 iiien.” 

As a fi'rtluT proof that the llussiap Cabinet 
had long considered a war with France unavoid- 
ahh' that it perceived the little security which 
would be dcrivi-d iVum any submission to the 
usurpation and tyramiy of the I'rench govern- 
iiieiit. and was tletcrinined to resist the unwar- 
raiilaliit' pietensionstiiniencroachim ntsof Buona¬ 
parte, it may he rerolleett d that a positive re¬ 
fusal tt as given t() the deinantl of file I'n iicli 
Aliiiister, with respect to tlic adoption of the 
burning decocs, notwitlist.mdiiig his repeated 
iiistaiiees on that siihjert by the command of 
Bnona}iart<'; and wliich had been successfully 
carried into executiim l.oth in Denmark and 
tiermany : nor must it he forgotten that the 
lliissian goverimniit ja'iniitted the sale of all 
British maniifaelnvcsj and even took measures to 
pn vent the entrance of reany articles usually 
imjiorted from I’rance, to the great detriment of 
Fi\*nch <-oirtiiK'ree, tspecially that of Lyons, 
'riic wav with Cr< at-l.iifani w as also extremely 
unpopular throughopt lUissia; th.e greater part of 
the nobility derived their incomes from the pro- 
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duce of their estates, and which had before found 
a principal market in Enijland. 

It is evident, therefore, that Russia was aware 
it would bo lu^cessary to have recourse to hos¬ 
tilities with France, and as slie had a year and a 
halffor augmented pr(‘})aration, herwarlikemeans 
were, daily strengthened; high destinies were 
prepared for her in the womb of late ; and she 
omitted no opportunity of callin”; into action 
every energy she possi ssed to confront the dan¬ 
ger.with which she had been .so long threatened ; 
to commence a struggle, not for honour and 
happiness alone, but for her liberty, her religion, 
and her existence. 

On the 2.id March, IS12, the Kmperor 
Alexander issued the following declaration for 
the recruiting of his forces : 


“The present situation of Europe requires 
the adoption of firm and strong measures, as 
well as indtdatigable vigilance and energetic 
exertions, so as to fortify our extensive Empire 
in the most formidable way possible, against all 
hostile enterprises. Our bold and courageous 
Russian nation has been accustomed to live in 
peace and harmony with all the surrounding 
nations; but, when storms have threatened our 
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empire,, patriots of all ranks and stations were 
ready to draw the sword for the defence of their 
religion and laws. 

“ Now .there appears to be the most urgent 
necessity to encrease the number of our troops 
by a new levy. Our strong forces are already 
at their posts for tlie defence of the Empire; 
their bravery and courage are known to all the 
world. The confidence of their Emperor and 
government is with them.—Their faith and love 
to their country will make them irresistible 
aijainsl a far superior force. With the same 
paternal care have we adopted all defensive 
measures to secure the safety and welfare of all 
and every one ; and therefore order, 1st, to raise 
in the whole Empire, from each .^00 men, two 
recruits; 3dly, to commence in all our govern¬ 
ments two weeks after the receipt of the ukase, 
and to be finished in the course of a month; 
jdly, to conform to the regulations laid down 
with respect to the levy of recruits by an ukase 
presented to the senate, and dated September 16, 
1811 ; 4thly, the recruits to be kept in the gar¬ 
rison towns with the garrison and interior batta¬ 
lions* on the same tooting as the recruits for pro¬ 
visionary depots are kept and brought up. 

“ The immediate fulfilment of this order for 
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raisinj^ oV* recruits, during tin period fixed, is 
entrusted to the senate.” 

'I'he d«'struetion ^\]liell aiipeared to ihrt aten 
the remaining lilierties of Kurupe. was amiouin ed 
on tile jiart of Huoiiajiarte with so iuan\ osten¬ 
tatious preparations, and. at the same time, 
Avitli so iniieh pomp and magniliecncf, as to 
raise to the highest pitch the pride of the se>ldif r>. 
and the expectations of the adherents and de¬ 
pendants ot’the l''reneh system ; while, in tin: 
overthrow »)f the Kiissian I’anpiie. mankind saw 
nothing less than the roinantie prosjieet of the 
future suhjugation of I’ersia and India. Riioiia- 
parte had openly declared that an uiiavoiilahle 
destiny h;id deereid the downiiill of Hiissia. and 
g'ave himsellOiit as the I lero aj^pointed to fulfil 
tin* high roinmission, according to w Inch the 
Muscovites were to he driven lia<d< into the 
desarts of Asia, as enemies to tin* eixilizatioii ot 
Kuro|»c*. His renown, his good lortuue, and an 
army of unheard-of mamiitude, gave the weight 
of jiroiihecy to his vain-glorious hoastings. 
J'hese threats Wi re I’alenlated to overawe and 
impose; and, indeed, the thinking [lart of man¬ 
kind concluded that there was a great probability 
of e< rlainty in the result of his political and 
‘military combinations, whilst the unthinking 
iltart of the I'ommuuity were confirmed in the 



belief of his infullibility.—How contrary has 
been the result! and how reversed have been 
his imperial decrees!—The Ilussian army was 
numerous and well appointed.— Patriotism 
blazed forth with additional vigour in every 
corner of the empire, while the Trench bulletins 
proclaimed to the world that Russia was in her 
hist dgonies—hc-r regular armies annihilated,’and 
her troops reduced to the forced militia of the 
provinces, and that terror and dismay had seized 
on all. 

Buonajiarte lost no time in forming the fol¬ 
lowing treaty of alliance, offensive and defen¬ 
sive, with Austria, by which the latter entraged 
to furnish J0,000 men to act against Russia, on 
the condition of receiving, if attacked, an equal 
succour from France. 

Art. 1. There shall be perpetual amity and sincere 
union and alliance bctw'eeu his Majesty the Emperor of 
the French, &c. and his Majesty the Emperor of Austria, 
&c. In consequence the high contracting parties will 
take the greatest care to maintain the good intelligence 
so happily established between them, their respective 
states and subjects, to avoid all that could injure it, and 
to further on every occasion their mutual utility, honour, 
and advantage. 

2. The two high contracting parties reciprocally 
guarantee the integrity of their present territories. 
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S. As the result of this reciprocal guarantee, the two 
high contracting parties will always labour in concert 
upc>n the measures that shall appear the most proper for 
the inaintcnancc of peace ; and in case the states of one 
or other shall be threatened with invasion, they will em¬ 
ploy their most efficacious offices to prevent it. 

But, as these good offices may not have the desired 
effect, they oblige themselves to mutual assistance in 
case one or other shall be attacked or menaced. 

4 . Tlie succour stipulated by tlie prei'cding article, 
shall be comjioscd of men (21,00(» infantry, and 

6000 cavalry), constantly kept up to the W ar Establish¬ 
ment, and of a park of sixty pieces of camion. 

.'>. Tins succour shall be furnished at the first requisi¬ 
tion of the party attacked or menaced. It shall march 
in the shortest delay, and, at the latest, before the end of 
two months after the demand sliall have been made. 

G. The two high contracting parties guarantee the 
integrity of ilu* territory of the Ottoman I*orte in Europe. 

7. 'I’liev equally recognize and guarantee the jirinciples 
of the navigation of neutrals, such tis they liavc been 
recognized and consecrated by the IVeaty of Utrecht. 

His Majesty the limperor of Austria renews, as far as 
is needful, the engagement to adhere to the prohibitive 
system against England, during the present maritime war. 

ti. The present treaty of alliance shall not he rendered 
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public, nor communicated to any cabinet but in concert 
between the two high parties. 

It sliall be ratified, and the ratifications" exchanged at 
Vienna in a fortnight, or sooner, if possible. 

(Signed) H. B. Duke of BASSANO. 

Prince CHARLES of Schwartzenburg. 

Done and signed at Paris, March 14,1812^ 

Sliortly after tVic conclusion of this treaty the 
niiiiistcrforforeignufrairs. addressed thesubjoined 
report to Buonaparte. 

Sire, 

The treaty between France and Russia was 
a treaty of offensive alliance against England. 

It was on vour return from the conferences of 

•/ 

the Niemcn, in which the Emperor Alexander 
said to your Majesty, that he would be your 
second against England, that you determined to 
sacrifice the advantage victory had given you, 
and to pass rapidly from the state of war to the 
state of alliance with Russia. This alliance, 
which augmented for France the means of war 
against England, ought also to have secured the 
peace of the Continent. In 1809, however, 
Austria made war upon France. Russia, in con¬ 
tradiction to the precise text of treaties, afforded 
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no aid to your Maji sty. Fnstoad of tin- l,K).()()l) 
inrn which iniudn liavc hccii niit in luolion, and 
which on^hl havv-Mi|)|>orti'(l tin- I'n ncl! aniiv, 
only Ij.OOi) were Itnni^ht into tli>' field, and hy 
the time they crossed the llussiaii iVontier tin 
late of the war was decided. 

After tliis epoch. Sire, the ukase of the l!)th 
Dee. 1810 , which destroyed oiir coinniercial 
relations with Unssia; the admission of I'nuli li 
commerce into lier jn»rts; her arininc wliicli. 
from the eomniene»>menl of isil. threatened 
the invasion of the Ducliy of Warsaw ; (inally, 
the protist respectin;;' Oldeiilmr,;. annihilated 
the alliance. It no lonirer existed, win n on 
both sides armies were I'ormed for reei]»iueal 
ohservation. 

The whole ol' the year !si| was. liowevar. 
spent ill conferences and iieiioeiations with 
Russia, in tlie hope of withdrawing:', if possible, 
the Cahiliet of Peteislini;: iVoiu the war upon 
which it ap|)eared to he resolved, and so ohtain 
a knowled;:;t: of its real intentions. It is proved 
to the eertainty of evidence, that that powi r 
proposed at the same time to d<>part fronj the 
conditions of the treaty of Tilsit, to place herself 
in peace with England, and to menace thu 
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■existence of the Duchy of Warsaw, making use 
of tlie pretext of iiidtunnities claimed for the 
Duke oi' Oldenburg. 

Your Majesty,detenniiKal to maintain by ann-> 
the honour of treaties, the existelict^ and in¬ 
tegrity of the states of your allies, h-as felt the 
importance of uniting yourself more closely to a 
power to which you were alreatly attached by 
words dear to your heart, and the general politi¬ 
cal interests of widen are the same as those of 
your Majesty; for this jmrpose, a treaty was 
Concluded on the 11th of this month tvith 
Austria. 

Every tiling promises a long duration to this 
alliance. It assures repose to the South of 
Eurojie, and promises to France that she shall 
no longer be disturbed in her eflbrts for the re¬ 
establishment of a maritime peace. 

(Signed) LE DUC DE BASSANO. 


The French troops crossed the Elbe and Oder 
in the month of February, 1812 , and directed 
theft march towards the Vistula.—Corps under 
the French Generals Ney, Oudinot, Macdonald, 
Poniatowski, crossed the Niemen almost at the 
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same time l»y Joolxuiiy, Kowna, Oliita, and 
Mercez. The llussiaus had in some plaees 
added to the natural dilliculties of tlie passaji;**, 
but did not attempt a dofenci of tlic same. 

Before he entered on tlie war witli Franee, 
the Emperor .Mexander issued a proclamation 
to his subjects, statitiu' the extri tnitit s to whieh 
he had allowed himsi lf to he reduced previous 
to taking’ that step, and i xhortin;; thi'in to tlm 
most strenuous ( xertions; and after the passaire 
of the Niemeii caused the subjoined address 
to he publislu d. 


“Fora loni^ time past \vc liiid remarked the liostilr 
coiiijrortmi'iit of tilt' Frcticli laiijii'ror towanb Kiissia; 
but we still liopt'd, tlirouirli moilfratc and iiacilii; measures, 
to avert hostilities. .-Vt last, iiotwithstandiiitr till our 
wishes to maintain pe.iee, we witnessed an inet ssatit re¬ 
petition of ojien outra^res, whieh compelled us to arm, 
and to assemble our troop.s ; thou;rh still, while we could 
flatter ourselves with the hope of iveoneiliaiioii, we re- 
tiiuiiied within the confines of our empire; and wiihout 
violatiii;r jieaee, were prejiared for defeiiee. All these 
moderate ami pacific measures could not secure to us 
the traiuiuillity of which we were desirous, 'flic I'leiieli 
Emperor, by an attack upon our troo|)s at Kowiia, has 
already eomiueticed war; eoii.sequeiitly nutliin;r farther 
•remains for us, but, while we invoke aid of tlie 
.Soverciiru of the L'uiverse, tlie Author and DefenJei of 



Truth, to place our force iti opposition to the fovc6 of tlic 
enemy, it is unnecessary to remind our Generals, our 
Cliiefs, and Warriors, of their duty and of their valour. 
In their veins flows tlie blood of the Selavoilians, sohiglily 
renowned of old for their victories. Soldiers 1 you are 
the defenders of religion, your country, and independence. 
I am with you. God is on your side. ’ 


On the 22d of April the Emperor of Russia 
quitted St. Petersburg', took the command of 
his army, and move i liis head-quarters to Wilna. 
Early in May the first corps, under Davoust, 
arrived on the \ istala, at Elbing and Marien- 
burg; the second corjis, under Oudinot, at 
Marienwerder; tlie tliird corps, under Ncy, at 
Thorn ; the fourth and sixth, under Beauharnois, 
at J’lock ; the fifth corps, under Poniatowsky, 
assembled at Warsaw ; the eighth corps, under 
J unot, on the right of Warsaw ; and the seventh 
corps, under V'^ictor, at Pulawy; the 9th and 
lull between the Elbe and the Oder, under the 
joint command of Marshals Augereau andV'^ictor; 
and the 10th, the Prussian Contingent, at Riga 
and Dinabourg, under Macdonald; Murat had 
the command of the cavalry; Lefevre of the old, 
and Mortier of the new Guards; altogether 
foniling a force of upwards of 400,000 men.— 
Buonaparte left Paris on the 9th of May, crossed 
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the Rhinr'uii tlie l.jtli, the Elbe on the 29lh, 
anti the Vistula ontlio (ith ol'June. 

His advance, anti i^reat numerical force, ()l)li'j:e(l 
the Kinc of I’russia to join in a treaty of alliance 
with him, but wliicli alliance was stated as de¬ 
fensive against the other (aaiitinenlal pou i>r.s. 

The Emperor Alexandi'r issiusl the anrn'Xed 
proclamation on the I'reneh troops passim: the 
borders of liis Empire. 

“ The Fr^iU'h troups have passed the herders (it mii 
Empire; a complete treaclierotis attaek is tlie reward ol 
the observance of mir alliaiiee. I'or the jireservatioii of 
peace 1 haveexliausted everv possible means, consi'tentiy 
with the hon(,ur of my throne and the advantaire of my 
people. All my endeavours lia\e lieen in vain. '1 he 
Emperor Ntipoleoa has fully lesolved in his own mind 
to ruin Russia. 'I'he tnost moderate proposals on our 
parts have remained without tin answer. I'his sudden 
surprise has shewn in an etjuivijcal iniinner the yround- 
lessnes.s of his pacilic promises which he lately repeated. 
There therefore remain no f.irther step^ for me to take 
but to have recourse to arms, and to employ all the means 
that liave been ;:ranti'd me hy l^rovidenee to use force 
against force. I place full confidence in the zeal of my 
people and the bravery of my tnnips. .As they tire 
threatened in the middle of their families, tliey wilt de¬ 
fend thciii with their national bravery and energy. 



Providence will crown with success our just cause, 'flie 
defence of our native country, the maintenance of our in¬ 
dependence and national honour, have compelled us to 
have recourse to arms. I will not sheath my sword so 
long as there is a single enemy within my imperial 
borders.” 

Buonaparte, on directing his army torross the 
Niemen, published the following address : 

Soldiers ! the second Polish war is commenced: the 
first was terminated at Friedland and Tilsit. At Tilsit 
Russia swore eternal alliance with France, and as eternal 
a war with England. She now violates her oaths: she 
declares she will give no explanation of her strange con¬ 
duct until the French eagles have repas.sed the Rhine; 
leaving, by that abandonment, our allies at her discretion. 

Russia led on by fatality, her destiny must be ful¬ 
filled. 

Does she believe us degenerated ? Arc wc no longer 
the soldiers of Austerlitz ? She places us betw’een de¬ 
struction and war: the choice is not doubtful. We 
march forward ! wc pass the Niemen ! and will carry 
war into the heart of his territorj'. The second Polish 
war will be as glorious to the arms of France as was the 
first. But the peace we shall conclude will carry its own 
guarantee: it w'ill annihilate that proud and over-bear¬ 
ing influence, which, for fifty years, Russia has exercised 
over the affairs of Europe. 

Head-Quarters, Wilhmmki, June 22 , 1812 . 



At the comnK'ncniK'ut of hostilities fh<' Itiis- 
sian army was posted in the foll(*uiii '4 maiiiier. 
—The Irt corps, amoniitiim; to ;{(>.()()(> men, 
commanded hy the I’rince W itir<'nsteiii. eoii- 
sistinsr of the .ith and 1 tth divisions of infantry, 
and one division of cavalry,at (liawli. It after- 
Avards occupied llossiena. ami was. on tlie ‘^Ith 
of dune, at Heydaiioui.— I'lie ‘Jd cor]>s. eotn- 
inanded hy (leneral Ha^iravrait, consisting'of the 
•1th and ITtli divisions of infantry, and one divi¬ 
sion of cavalry, occupied Kctwiia.—Tlie.;d corps, 
commande<l hythaieral .'■'cl’ouvalutT, composed 
ofth(' 1st division ot ureiiadiers, of oiu' division 
of infantry, and one division of cavalry, occupied 
Novtroky.—Tin' Mli corps, commanded hy 
General TutchkotV, comjros*'*! of the llth and 
‘,’3d divisions of infantry, ami one division of 
cavalry, was staiioned on the line from Nov¬ 
troky to Lilia.— TIm' imperial miards were at 
Wilna.—The (ith corps, cotnmanded hy (ieiicral 
Dochtorotf, consistins; of two divisions of in¬ 
fantry and one of cavalry, had formed apart of 
the army of Prince Ilrai^ation, and lay at the 
end of .Itiin,' hetwi'cn Lida and (irodno.—The 
7th corps, under General Tormo/.ofl', at Loutzk. 
—The .Otli corps, under I’rince Bragatioii, com- 
.posed of the ‘id division of grenadiers of the lt?th, 
18th, and litith divisions of infantry, and two di¬ 
visions ^f cavalry, was at Wilkowiski ; and the 
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9lliand l.'jth divisions of infantry, and a division 
of cavalry, commanded by General Markoff, was 
at the extremity of Volhynia. 'rhe.whole force 
did not (;xcced 200,000 men, and was placed 
under the command of General Barclay de 
Tolly. 

• ^ 

As soon as the enemy commenced hostile 
operations, the evacuation ofWilna, and the 
destruction of the nui^azines in that town, were 
<lclermined upon hy the Emperor Alexander, in 
pursuance of a system of retreat and protracted 
warfare, which should encrease the difficulties 
of the Enmch army, in point of supplies, hy 
drawing them further into the empire, and with 
a view of avoiding a premature general battle. 

Wlum the Bussiaiis reached Autokol the ad¬ 
vanced Polish and French squadrons of cavalry 
»-ntered VVilua, and on the 2Sth of June, Buona¬ 
parte arrived at that place. The point of con¬ 
centration, for the Russian armies, was neces¬ 
sarily at some distance from the frontiers : pur¬ 
suant to this disposition all the advanced corps 
fell back to occupy positions allotted to them. 
The^corps of Count Witgensteiii to Wilkomir; 
General Baggshufuridt to Schirving, betwixt 
Wilkomir and Wilna; Gens. Tutchkoff and 
Shouvaloff near to Wilna; the reserve, consist- 
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ina; of tht' piiiirds. noar to Sclicvni/.i ii; tlu’ army 
of Princo IJraaatioii was on its marolt from 
SlernivtorWi loyka; and ( Ii ii.TorniozotV w ith an 
army of oltsc rvation at Lontzk. 

TIic Uussian annii's rontinnod to roiif'cntratr 
themselves, and in eonser|nenee of their plan of 
th('eampaian. liiionaparti' was eoinpelled to al¬ 
ter his first disjiositions. which served no other 
jmrpose than to prodnci' iisi'less marches : the 
lliissians had avoided on all occasions to uiv*' 
the enemy battle where it appeared likely to he 
attt tided with adv antage to him. and hv aclina; 
npon this principle their views were coni})Ietely 
acroinplislied. In the mean time fri'sli levies to 
a lar^e amount were ordered, and corps of re¬ 
serve were in motion from all parts of the em¬ 
pire, towards tlu Dwina am! Dnieper. 


On the lel't li-iiik of the Vilia th(' llnssians 
were followed hy the I'reiich (ieneral Hrnyeres, 
and some skirrnishiii!:^ took place, hnt of little 
importance ; and on the rlitht hank of that river 
a body of Cossacks wen made jirisoners in a 
chartje of the Polish lij;ht horse. On the ‘i.->th 
of June, the Dtike of Recftjio crossed the Vilia 
by a brid;;e thrown over near Kowna ; and on 
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the 26th, marched upon Javon ; the* 27th, on 
Cliatoni. This movement had obliged General 
Witgenstein to evacuate Samogitia and the 
country lying between Kowna and thc*sea, and 
to retire upon Wilkomir, after obtaining a rein¬ 
forcement of two regiments of guards. The fol¬ 
lowing day the Russians were drawn up oppo¬ 
site Develtovo, when a cannonade commenced, 
and they were obliged to pass the bridge with 
precipitation, and on the 4th of July the Duke 
of Reggio entcn (! Avana ; the King of Naples, 
Swontziany; and the Duke of Elchingen, 
Maliatoui, 

On the 7 th of July, the head-quarters of the 
Russian army were near Akasma. The corps of 
Count Witgenstein at Breslaw, the 2d and 3d 
corps at Dedin, the 4th at Mawloky, the 5th at 
Melaschi, the 6th at Noragiodi; and on the 11th 
of July, their positions were as follows:—the 
corps of Count Witgenstein at Rimshan, the 
corps under Generals Baggavout, Tutchkoff, and 
Count Shouvaloff, were concentrated atWidzam, 
the corps of General Dochtoroff at Bunda, the 
corps of reserve at Zamosh.—The head-quarters 
of the Russians were next established at a forti- 
ricd camp at Drissa; from whence the Emperor 
issued several animating general orders. 



The Cprnin;iml('r-ii)-(Miu‘t‘, iJarrlay do Tolly, 
made at) adntirableadtlress oo the Ist.lidy. totlie 
soldiers of the army of tlie west, statin';' I'lat the 
time was'arrived w hen their statidard tmist a',raiii 
be itttfitrled before the « iietiiy of niiiversal peatv. 
The period was conic w hen their Monarch in 
person wouKl lead them to cheek that spirit of 
ambition.atid atrocity, which, for the last Iwetitv 
years, had spread misery and tlismay throm^hont 
the whole world : that it was not neca ssary to 
awaken their conraiie. it was not necessary to 
call oti that loyalty and love to their Monarch, 
and their country for whii h tiny had been re¬ 
nowned ; tlnit tin y wi re born -witl: tliose proud 
featurr s of distinction above all other nations— 
that they srew it]) and would die with tin tn. 
But if, contrary to t xpectation, there should he 
ainoiu; them any pusillanimous b* iim upon 
whom the iininoi!ai exj)loils of th(»sc warriors 
who defeated tlu' redoubted (diaries\11. who 
humbled the power and |)ri»le of tlie ()ttomans. 
and who ec lipsed the iilory of the '^leat Frede¬ 
rick, have no ellect,—w ho w ere callous to the 
brieht exami>les ol many warriors now amidst 
them—w ho but lately triumphed over their pre¬ 
sent «iieniv in all parts of Italy, on the walls of 
Mantua, on the summit of the Alps themselves 
—and w ho recently resisted their inemrsions into 
their empire; if there were such, callous to the 
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j)ol)le eraotions of a true soldier, they should be 
driven from their ranks, as beings already con¬ 
quered without a struggle by the degeneracy of 
their nature. He a};pealcd to thosfe only who 
r(‘lied on the manliness of their own character; 
sucli he called to the field of honour, and whose 
exclamation should be, “Our God is with us!” 


The enemy had hitlu rto directed his principal 
efforts to cut off the communication between 
the first llussian army, which had concentrated 
itself in the entrenched camp at Drissa, and the 
second under Prince Bragation, which was 
rapidly advancing towards the Dwina. On the 
JOth of June, the latU-r had reached Wilhowiski, 
from whence h(' set out for Minsk. (Jn ap¬ 
proaching that city he found it to be in the pos¬ 
session of the enemy’s force under Davoust. In 
this dilemma Bragation resolved to make a re- 
trogade movement on Sloutzk, and to advance 
from thence by forced marches to Mohiloft'. In 
the mean time the veteran Platoff quitted the 
position he had taken up at Lida, with the view 
»d‘ supporting the movements of the second ar¬ 
my*. On the 7th and 8th ofJuhq two sharp 
and successful skirmishes took place between 
the Cossacks and the enemy ; the first at Ko- 
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rclistchi, dnd the second in (he vicinity of Mire. 
On the loth of July, IMatotf reached llomanotr, 
at which place the enemy attaek<‘d him witli 
seven refjiments of liglit <'ava!rv. The conflict 
was well maintained on both sides, hut the deter¬ 
mined pc'rseveraix'e of the ('ossacks finally 
proved irresistible, tlu' enemy w« re put to th<’ 
rout, and' pursued nearly fitt<’en worsts. Count 
Platotf’s loss was eonsiflt'rable: that of tlw 
enemy, however, was tuueli greater. I’la!<df 
now formed a jiitirtioti with l»ra'j:atiou’s army, 
of which his force la'came tho rear-iiuard. 


On the Ifth of July, a i)art of llie first Rus- 
sian army, under the ('oinmand of Rarclay de 
Tolly. brok(’ u;» from tlu' entretirhed camp at 
Drissa, and rapidly mairlied in the diri'Ction V)f 
N itepsk. throuirh I’olotzk, in order to efl’eet an 
immedialt junetimi with Prince Brauation ; 
whilst tile other part of the first army remaitied 
at Drissa under the immediate orders of Count 
Wit^enstein. 

On the Russian army breakino: up from 
Drissa, tlie I'.mjM ror Alexander issued the sub¬ 
joined proclamation. 


Bki-ovki) Si'K.iKf ts ! — In pursuiincc of the policy .nrl- 
vised by our Military Council, flic armies will, for tlu* 



present, quit their positions, and retire fartheplnto the in¬ 
terior, in order the more readiiy to unite. The enemy 
may possildy avail himself of this opportunity to advance; 
he has announced this intention. Doubtless, iti spite of 
his boast, lie begins to feel all the difficulties of his 
menaced attempt to subjugate us, and is anxious there¬ 
fore to engage ; he is desperate, and would therefore put 
every thing upon the issue of a battle. 'J’hc honour of 
our crown, the interests of our subjects, prescribe, how¬ 
ever, a different policy : it is necessary that he should be 
made sensible of the madness of his attempt. If, urged 
by the desire of olnuiinng provisions and forage, or 
goaded Iry an Insatiable cupidity for plunder, he should 
be blind to tlie danger of farther committing himself at 
such an immense distance from liis territories, it would 
become the duty of every loyal Russian—every true friend 
to his country,—to co-operate cheerfully with us in im¬ 
peding equally his progress, or his retreat, by destroying 
his supplies, his means of convev'ance; in short, every 
thing which can be serviceable to him. We, therefore, 
order that such of our subjects in the provinces of 
Vitc])sk and Pskoy, as may have articles of subsistence, 
either man or beast, beyond their immediate want, to de¬ 
liver them to officers authorised to receive them, and for 
wliich they shall be paid tlie full value out of the Impe¬ 
rial Treasury. The owners of growing erops within the 
distance of the line of the enemy's march, arc com¬ 
manded to destroy them, and they shall be reimbursed 
their loss. The proprietors of magiizines, either of pro- 
visiofis or clothing, are required to deliver them to the 
commissaries for the use of the army, and they will be 
liberally remunerated. In general, the spirit of this or- 



der 5s to be' carried into execution in regard to all arti¬ 
cles, whether of subsistence, of elothinj', or of convey¬ 
ance, which may he considered useful to the invaders; 
and the mairistrates are made responsihle for the due ful¬ 
filment of these our commands. 

ALRXANDEH. 

The adviiiice-tiuartl of Chin'ral Hratjatioii’s 
ariTiy, commanded by l^ient.-tieiieiai Hiefsky, 
reached Daschkova on the ‘J.Jd of July, where 
it was attacked hy a superior force of the eiu iuy, 
consistiiiii of five divisions, uiidi r the commaiid 
of Marshals Davoust and Mortier. Notwith¬ 
standing the sui»erior numlx r and ohstiiiate re¬ 
sistance of the I'reneh. the llnssiaii troo|)s r< - 
pnlsed them t\\ ice, anil i»ushe(l them as far as 
the village of Nowossilka. In this place, strong 
by nature, and atlbrding an advantageous posi¬ 
tion. th«‘ enemy halted ; hut tlioiiuh they at¬ 
tempted with several strong eohimus to eomptd 
the lius.siaiis to retreat from the fn hi of halth*, 
they w'ere constantly repulsed with loss, iiot- 
withstantling that the Russian Sth eorps, which 
had come up in suHieient time, eoiild not eo- 
operatt'from tlie narrowness of the ground, and 
from the same cause the Russian cavalry re¬ 
mained in eompltite inactivity. The hatlle lasted 
from nine in th«? morning until six in the even¬ 
ing. The loss of the Trench, aeeording to con- 
curring statements of prisoners, compared with 



SI 


ihe number of dead bodies left by them during 
the pursuit, exceeded five thousand men; that 
of the Russians amounted to nearly three 
thousand. 

Afn(‘r the defeat of Davoust the following 
ukase was issued by the Emperor Alexander, 
who had arrived at Polotzk, ordering thb forma¬ 
tion of battalions of reserve in the interior of 
the empire, and calling upon the Russians to 
rise cn masxc for tin; defence of their country. 

“ The enemy has entered our territories, and conti¬ 
nues to carry arms into the interior of Russia, hoping 
witli liis strengtii and his wrath, to disturh the tranquil¬ 
lity of this mighty empire. He has formed in his mind 
the base determination to destroy the glory and prosperity 
of our country. With cunning in his heart, and deceit 
on liis lips, he is bringing everlasting chains and fetters 
into it. We have called on the Almighty for assistance, 
and have appealed to him for our defence. Our armies 
glow with valour to crush him, to defeat him, and to drive 
from the face of our country all those who may remain 
undestroyed. On their fortitude and strength we place 
our firmest hopes; but we neither can nor ought to con¬ 
ceal from our loyal subjects, that the forces of the difter- 
ent nations he has assembled are great, and that his te¬ 
merity demands our most valiant and resolute exertions. 
With all the strong hopes we place in our gallant army, 
we therefore deem it a matter of absolute necessity to as- 
emble new forces in the interior of the empire, which. 



striking the enemy anew witli terror, will form a seeond 
barrier in support of the first, to defend the Iioines, the. 
wives, and children of every one Jtnd all. ^V'e have called 
on our metrojwlis of Moscow, and we now call on all our 
loyal subjects of all classes and ranks, both ecclesiastical 
and civil, recommending them, together with us, iiidit i- 
dually and generally to rise and co-operate against all 
hostile designs and attempts. At every step shall he find 
the loyal sons of Russia comliating him with ail their 
strength and all their means, without attending to his 
wiles and deceit. In every nol)leinan shall he find a 
Pojarskoi, in every ecclesiastic a I’alitzin, in every citizen 
a Minin. Most eminent nobility of Russia, it is ye that 
have at all times been the saviours of your country. Most 
holy .synod and elergj’, ye have always, with ytuir fervent 
prayers, called down blessings on your country. 

“ People of Russia! ye valiant descemlants of the 
brave Sclavonians, how often have ye dashetl the teeth of 
lions and tigers that were rushing upon you. With the 
cross in your heart, and the sword in t'our hatid, no mar¬ 
tial force can vantjuish you. 

“ For the first formation of the before-mentioned forces, 
it is proposed to the nobility in till the governments, to 
assemble the men they intend for the defence of the 
country ; choosing officers from among themselves, and 
giving information of their number to Moscow, where 
a Commandcr-in-Chief will be ap]X>intcd. 

Camp, near Polotzk, July 6 (13), 1812 ” 
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The proclamations of the Emperor Alexander 
had an admirable effect; all ranks throughout 
the vast empire of Russia appeared, to-have im¬ 
bibed an enthusiastic spirit of patriotism, and 
offers of assistance in raising levies and money 
were made to Alexander from every quarter of his 
dominions. The people of Moscow proposed to 
raise and equip 80,000 men: the government 
of Smolenzk 20,000 ; and the government of 
Kaluga 2;3,000 men, cavalry and infantry: the 
Emperor’s sister also expressed her desire to 
raise a regiment * on her estates; whilst the 

The fotloi-. hi^ Letter leas W7’itten by her Imperial Highness the 
Grand Princess Catluodne Paietoivna (Sister to the Empe¬ 
ror), to the Minister of the Home Department. 

“ Douitrje Alexandrowitch, —At a time when every 
liussian subject is iiispiicd with love for their native country,' 
and devotion for its Monarch, which has awakened their ar¬ 
dour for the jrreatest sacrifices; at a time when, to repulse 
the enemy, and preserve the general safety, it is necessary to 
make great sacrifices, and use every exertion, I have not been 
able to repel the feelings of my heart, in taking an active part 
in furnishing the means of supply for our warlike prepg|:ations. 
After having applied to his Imperial Majesty, my beloved 
Lord and Brother, for his approbation and permission, I have 
to turn to you, and through your assistance carry into eifect 
a purpose 1 have conceived from the most unbounded zeal for' 
thelionour and welfare of my beloved country, and from the 
most aiiectionate Jove for its Monarch. It is my wish to raise 
on my hereditary estates, a certain number of warriors (1200 .^ 
men), to whom separate regulations will be given by me, and 
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nobility ancl peasantry of Russia all flocked lo 
join the standard of their Emperor. 

On the 2jth of July, Count Osterrnan Tolstoy 
bavins been ordered bv (ieneral Barclay do Tollv 
to march with his corps in the din'ction of Hes- 
chonkovitch, that ofllcer at the distance of 
three wersts fell in with the Fiench out-posts— 
two of them were surprised and takee., but the 
third succeeded in giving at’ aiarni to a stp iu 
body of the enemy’s cavalry. The Couiit, h.>u - 
ever, attacked them with great iiitrepid't; . ami 
after a vigorous resistance they were overllm • n 
The impetuosity of the Rur •iians led them i ■ an 
incautious pursuit, by wliich tiiey eM' i> iii! r ! 
a still sreater body of the enemy’s ea\a!r>,, an I 
were ohlitred to retire with some In^s upi i!: i. 
infantry. 

aliotn I Will arm and iiiaiiitain ill iu\ <>\ui i\|>< i.'i. I 
nottllf least douhl Imt tliat, aeeonliii^ In llic ai'lrui i ji.i,- \ ' i 
xi.Ilcauj^' to tie ifiuii, tins coii-criiilKin will li' ii ir.iniu.! 
with the ;;reate,t success, and tliiil tlioM' ulio 'liuil l«: - >« > n ,! 
for the defence of their religion and iinlry " ill. hy iluir d; • 
tinguished zeal, koon heconife<|iial lo older ivan ior-. 

1 reinuiti your's Miieeii ly. 

llKATKltlNA,- 

Annier of the Emperor Alexander, in his own hnud-writiii.:. 

“ I receive this projio>al with the most grateful thanks. 

(Signed) ALliXANDKH.’' 
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The success of the enemy induced them to 
advance early on tlie following morning in great 
force—they commenced an attack on the left of 
the Russians, which was covered by a wood, 
and which the enemy endeavoured in vain to 
got possession of, whilst another body attacked 
the right of the Russians posted on the Dwina. 
—The Russians defended their position with 
th<> cool aiid determined bravery, and after 
i'. ' ( ore contest, the enemy were obliged to 


( ‘ uct Oslerraan now deemed it prudent to 
(i i- in ti,(' main army of General Barclay de 
Toi! , ieavng a small force under Lieutenant- 
»: h ral Ko..ovniizc'i in front, to impede the 
‘.-U- uKT 'i' die enemy. '! he Lieutenant-General 
1 . eontinually engaged during the wdioleof the 
and repulsed the different attacks made on 
I'.is liiave corps.—At night he received orders 
IVviin da Lcmmander-in-Chief to fall back, and 
to take up the posidon assigned him in the capi¬ 
tulation of a general battle, now hourly expected, 
but which was prevented by accounts from the 
second army. 

The bulletins issued by the French Ruler, so 
■liUbrent from those that had appeared at the 
commencement of any of his former wars, served 
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but to animate the Russians, and to inspire a 
generous enthusiasm, which awakened all classes 
to a just sense of the exertions that were indivi¬ 
dually necessary. In the bulletins of Napoleon 
were to be perceived no denunciation of ven¬ 
geance, of seizing of capitals, and of putting an 
end to dynasties;—the only threat he offered 
w’as to terminate the Russian influence in Eu¬ 
rope. Buonaparte had imagined, from the vast 
preparations he had formed, and from the un¬ 
expected inroad into the Russian territories, he 
would have been enabled to dissipate, by his 
columns, into small portions, the military force 
of that countr}', extended along a line of more 
than 800 wersts, and after he had annihilated 
each by itself, to accomplish his vindictive de¬ 
sign as it were by one blow. By such means 
only, however, contrary to the law of nations and 
justice, has he hitherto succeeded in vaiupiish- 
ing other armies, and in bringing other states 
under his dominion, W'ho were deceiveil by con¬ 
fiding in the universal respect that was paid to 
the most sacred rights. 


The French having obtained possession of 
Mohiloff, and the road to Sniolenzk having been 
0|iened by General Platoff, Prince Bragation, 
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•whose forces were much diminished; by num¬ 
bers of the Polish troops having deserted him, 
and by a detachment under General Kamenskoy, 
amounting to 8000 men, having been cut off 
from his main army, determined to march 
upon that town, and the junction between the two 
armies becoming still more important, the first 
army left Vitepsk, and after some skirmishing 
it reached Smoleniik. 

The enemy were harassed by a detachment 
under the command of Major-General Winzin- 
gerode, from the side of Welisch, where it had 
been posted for the purpose of protecting the St. 
Petersburg road, and to cover the right flank of 
the Russian Grand Array; and Major-General 
Krosnoff having with another detachment got 
on their flank, they were obliged to withdraw 
from Porechia, and concentrate their force at 
Rondina; and the right flank of General Barclay 
de Tolly’s force being by this means secured, he 
marched forward with the whole army, and on 
the 2d of August took a position at the village 
of Wolkowa, with his right wing on the Kasplen 
lake, and the river Wodra in front. The second 
army was to have taken position at Nadwa, but 
having received intelligence of the enemy having 
crossed the Dnieper atDubrowna, in great num¬ 
bers, towards Laidy, Prince Bragation or- 
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dered the seventh corps, under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Rieflski, to cross over to 
the left bank of the Dnieper to reinforce Major- 
General Newerofski, who was stationed at 
Krasnov with a detachment: the rest of the 
troops of the second army on the morning’ of the 
loth took possession ofNadwa. In the course 
of the preceding night intelligence had arrived 
that the enemy, after having left llondiua and 
Liosna, was marching for Luhawiteh, and on 
account of this circumstance, the remaining part 
of the second army, which was at Nadwa, 
marched to Katane, on the left bank of the 
Dnieper, and the 6th corps occupied Nadwa. 
All the light troops, under the command of Ge¬ 
neral PlatofF, assisted by the detachment under 
the command of Count Pahlen, pursued the 
enemy on the road to Luhawiteh. 

In the meantime Lieutenant-General Count 
Witgenstein, with the corps entrusted to his 
orders, destined to act separately, remained on 
the banks of the Dwina, at the advanced work 
o^p^okaseuze, to observe the enemy stationed 
o^osite to him on the other bank, and having 
thrown bridges across the river in the course of 
the night, he sent his cavalry out several times 
on expeditions, and which, in the course, of 
eight days, took eight officers and about 1000 
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men prisoners from the corps of the General 
of Brigade St. Genie, and almost entirely de- 
stroyed the 7th and 11th regiments of French 
Yagers, the 8th Uhlans, and the lOth regiment 
of Foot Yagers. He afterwards received in¬ 
formation from his detachments at Drissa, that 
Marshal Ondinot, Duke of Reggio, after having 
passed the Drissa with his corps, was on his 
inarch to Sebeche from Dinabourg ; that Mar¬ 
shal Macdonald had crossed the river at Yacob- 
stadt, and was shaping his march forLoutzen; 
and, according to the statement of a French 

Officer of the General Staff, whom he had taken 
« 

jirisoner, other troops were destined to cut him 
off from the road of Pshkoff. He therefore re¬ 
solved to attack the enemy nearest to him, in 
the village Klastiga, and discovered the corps of 
Oudinot stationed before the village of Yaco- 
bova, at the distance of five wersts, and which 
was already approaching to meet him from Klas¬ 
tiga. General Witgeristein attacked the enemy 
on the 10th of August with impetuosity, and 
after one of the most obstinate and bloody en¬ 
gagements, which lasted, without intermission, 
for three days, from early in the morning till late 
at night, he obtained a complete victory. The 
force of Marshal Oudinot Tonsisted of three di¬ 
visions of the flower of the French infantry; they 
were totally beaten and thrown into the greatest 
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confusion, 'find only escaped by means of the 
woody places, and by crossing over the small 
rivulets, the bridges of which they set on fire and 
destroyed, fleueral Witgeiistoin in his report 
of this battle observes: This three days' battle 
has crowned our Russian army with fresh lau¬ 
rels, and the corps entrusted to me have per¬ 
formed infcredible actions bv its valour and its 
discipline, which 1 am unable sulficiently to 
describe. Whatever was opposed to it, batte¬ 
ries and strone: columns, it has, without paying 
attention to the strongest and most obstinate op¬ 
position on the part of the enemy, overthrown 
and annihilated, by the bayonc't, and by the ef¬ 
fect of the artillery; all the villages and fields 
throqgh which we passed were covered with 
dead bodies. We have taken about 3000 pri¬ 
soners, among whom are 23 officers, 2 pieces 
of cannon, and several powder waggons; and 
both the Crown and private baggage, among 
which is the General’s equipage, has fallen al¬ 
most entirely into the hands of the victors. So 
soon as I shall have driven them over the Dwina, 
I am determined, as 1 attack them on each side, 
to turn myself against the corps of Marshal Mac¬ 
donald to attack it; and as I hope, with the as¬ 
sistance of God, and with the spirit of our 
troops, invigorated by these successes, likewise 
to perform something, 1 shall endeavour to clear 
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the lines of demarcation allotted me’ from the 
enemy, and if this can be effected, the enemy’s 
troops must necessarily withdraw thpmselves 
from before Kiga. The l-'ss on our side is not 
small, particularly in having lost the brave Ge¬ 
neral Koulneff, who yesterday had both his legs 
carried away by a cannon-ball, of which he died 
on the spot; and I myself am wounded by a 
bullet in the cheek, near the, temple, but the 
wound is not at all dangerous.” 

The following very animating proclamation 
of the Emperor Alexander was now published 
in Cieneral Orders, by the C'oinmander-in-Chief, 
General lienningson. in which was evinced the 
steady policy of Russia to continue retiring, and 
even to give up Moscow' rather than hazard a 
general engagement, except upon very favorable 
terms. 

Russians !—Tlie enemy has quitted the Dwina, and 
has proclaimed his intention of offering battle. He ac¬ 
cuses you of timidity, because he mistakes, or affects to 
mistake, the policy of your system. Can he, then, have 
forgotten the chastisement which your valour inflicted at 
Dinabourg and Mire, wherever, in short, it has been 
deemed proper to oppose him ? Desperate counsels are 
alone compatible with the enterprise he has undertaken 
and the dangers of his situation; but shall wc, therefore, 
be imprudent, and forego the advantages of our owfu ? 
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He would march to Moscow,—let him. But can he, 
by the temporary possession of that city, conquer the 
Empire of Russia, and subjugate a population of thirty 
millions ? Distant from his resources nearly H(H) miles, he 
would, even if victorious, not escape the fate of the war¬ 
rior Charles XIl. Wlien, pressed on every side hy hos¬ 
tile armies, witlr a peasantry sworn to his destruction, 
rendered furious by his excesses, and Irreconcileablc by 
difftrence of religion, of customs, of language, how 
would lie retreat ? 

Russians!—Rely on your Emperor and the Command¬ 
ers whom he has appointed. He knows the ardent and 
indignant valour wliieh burns in the liosoins of his sol¬ 
diers at the boasts of the enemy. He knows that they 
arc eager for battle; that they grieve at its being defer¬ 
red, and at the thought of retiring. This cruel neces¬ 
sity will not exist long. Even now the period of its du¬ 
ration lessens. Already are our Allies preparing to me¬ 
nace the rear of the invader, while he, invcighled too 
far to retreat with imjiunity, shall soon have to combat 
with the seasons, with famine, and with innumerable 
armies of Russians. Soldiers, when the period for 
offering battle arrives, your Emperor will give the signal, 
will be an eye-witness of your exploits, and reward your 
valour. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER. 

• Although tlie system adopted by the Russians 
in this early part of the campaign was judicious, 
and the event proved it to have been suited to 
general circumstances, yet many of the arrange- 
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ments were very defective. The Uwina had 
been established as their line of defence, yet 
their forces were moved forward, and,arranged 
along fire Niemen, from which, as before ob¬ 
served, they were directed to fall back on the 
approach of the enemy.—The consequence of 
this impolitic arrangement was, that their 
several corps were so dispersed in the first 
instance, and the intervals between each so 
great, that tlie rapid advance of the French 
nearly frustrated their concentration, and at all 
events, as already remarked, their concentration 
could only take |)lace at a considerable distance 
in the rear. Large magazines were also sacrificed 
from having been established upon the advanced 
line, which, under such a system, it could not 
be intended to maintain. On the other hand, 
three separate corps of the Russians were fol¬ 
lowed by the French, also in separate corps, 
and in the course of these moveim'Uts some of 
the latt»'r, who knew little of the country, were 
exposed to be attacked with great disadvantage 
by the Russians, and in more than one instance 
to be cut off. This occurred particularly in fol¬ 
lowing Geu'-ral Witgenst<'in’s corps, and tlie 
too strict adherence to the svstt'iu which had 
been adopted here op<*rated in favour of the 
Frencli. The subordinate olficers were restrained 
from any infringement of the general instructions, 
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however ntenifest the partial advantap;e to be de¬ 
rived, and before they could report the circum¬ 
stance, and receive orders to act, the opportu¬ 
nity was gone. 

The Duke of Reggio next endeavoured to 
strengthen himself in the position he had taken 
up • near Polotzk, but General Witgenstcin 
having received reinforcements from Dinabourg, 
resolved to attack him without loss of time, al¬ 
though the French General, who, in the first 
instance, had been strengthened by the Bava¬ 
rians, under the command of General Wrede, 
had now received a fresh reinforcement of the 
same troops, under General Deroy. The attack 
was commenced by General Witgenstcin on the 
17th of August, and a most murderous affair 
ensued: in point of numbers the Russians were 
infinitely inferior, vet the fortune of the day at- 
tended them ; they pursued the enemy even to 
the town, and continued the battle in the streets, 
until the darkness of the night put an end to it. 
In this engagement Oudinot received a severe 
wound in his shoulder, and the command of his 
army was entrusted to Gouvion de St. Cyr.— 
The enemy sustained a loss of 7000 killed and 
w'ounded, and 9.500 prisoners; that of the Rus¬ 
sians was comparatively trifling. Notwith¬ 
standing this defeat, the successor of Oudinot 
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resolved on another attack the following day, 
which totally failed of success, and the enemy 
were again repulsed and driven into the streets 
of Polotzk.—In his report of these battles Gene¬ 
ral Witgenstein observes—“ The loss in this 
battle of two days was on our part not small. 
Major-Generals Berg, Kasatichkowsky, and 
Hamen, were w'ounded. The former, who only 
received a slight contusion, is again with his 
corps. Of Staff and under Officers 22 w'ere 
killed and 98 wounded; 1492 rank and file were 
killed, and 2748 wounded. But the loss of the 
enemy far exceeds our’s. The greater part of 
the Generals, according to the unanimous de¬ 
claration of the officers who have been taken 
prisoners, were w'ounded, and among them 
[Marshal Oudinot, who commanded on the first 
day, was wounded in the shoulder, and the 
present commander of the enemy’s army, Gou- 
vion St. Cyr, in the hand. The Commander of 
the first Bavarian division, Deroy, was mortally 
wounded in the body. A General of Brigade, 
with a squadron of the regiment of Horse Guards, 
were cut in pieces, and a Bavarian division lost in 
killed and wounded, on that day, 117 stafl' and 
under officers, and above 5000 common men. 

“ The loss of the remainder of the first and 
second French divisions, and the numerous 





cavalry of the enemy, if we may judge from the 
manner in which our artillery was served, and 
the murderous attack of our cavalry, must have 
not only e(]ualled, but much exceeded that of 
the Bavarians. 

“ On the field of battle we took K5 pieces of 
heavy artillery; but of which, for want of horses, 
the damage done their carriages, and their large 
calibre, we onW brought away two, whicli have 
been sent to Pskow. During the jnirsuit of the 
enemy from Swolna, and in these two battles, 
1.5 upper officers, and .3901 privates, were marie 
prisoners;—no standards were taken, as tin* 
enemy’s troops no longer carry any during a 
battle.” 

In the meantime the detachment of 8000 men, 
which, as already slated, were prevented from 
joining Prince Bragation’s army, entered Volhy- 
nia, in order to effect a junction with the army 
under General Tormozofl*. At this period the 
Saxon division of General llegnier’s corps, 
under General Klingel, was at Kobrine, in ad¬ 
dition to which place, the enemy occupied 
Slonim and Proujany. The object of Gencial 
Kamtyiskoy, commanding the detachment, was 
therefore to reach Loutzk, where he judged 
General Tormozoff’s force to be stationed, and 
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this object he was aware could only be effected 
by the. most rapid movements. On the 26th of 
July, he, at a short distance from Kobrine, came 
up with a detachment of General Tormozoff’s 
armv under the Count de Lambert, and this 
reinforcement determined him to attempt driving 
the enemy from that town. In conjunction 
with Cf)unt de Lambert, it was resolved that 
their forces should cross the Monvavitz, and 
that the town should be attacked at three dif- 
lerent points. The several attacks were made 
in tiu! most heroic manner. The enemy were 
without an expectation of an attack, and there- 
f(>re totally unprepared. On recovering from 
their confusion and surprise, although they per¬ 
ceived themselves to be surrounded on all sides, 
they determined on a most vigorous resistance. 
A sanguinary conflict ensued, which Buonaparte 
admits to have lasted six hours, and that the 
greater part of General Klingel’s force were 
killed or taken. The loss of the enemy ex¬ 
ceeded 1000 in killed before General Klingel 
would surrender. That of the Russians was 
also considerable. Four colours, eight pieces 
of artillery, and a great number of muskets; one 
General, Klingel, three Colonels, six Lieutenant- 
Colonels and Majors, o7 officers of inferior rank, 
and 2234 men were made prisoners. 
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Major-General Tchaplitz, commanding the 
advance of General TormozoflT’s army, reached 
Kobrina, with a large cl(!tachment a few days 
after the above gallant aflixir, and it was forth¬ 
with determined that tliese victorious troops, 
with this additional reinforcement, should pro¬ 
ceed against the enemy at Slonim, whilst General 
To'rmozoff, with the niain army, followed in th(‘ 
same direction. The enemy were, however, 
found to be in too great strength. Prince Swart- 
zenberg had fallen back on that town, after the 
capture of General Klingel’s army at Kobriin', 
in order to oppose the advance of the llussiaiis 
in that direction. The advance of the allies 
were now obliged to fall back, and to wait the 
junction with the main army, which was shortly 
afterwards effected. 

General Tormozoff took up a position between 
Kobrine and Proujany, but incautiously lu'g- 
lected to take possession of Podubrie ami a wood 
at the back of the high road leading to Kobrine. 
The enemy immediately took advantage of this 
neglect, and seized upon both. Prince Schwart- 
zenbuig: commanded the left, and General Regnier 
the right; the oversight of the Russians gaye to 
thejattera command over their left wing, which 
he readily availed himself of. On the following 
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(lay, the 12th of August, a sanguinary conflict 
commenced : General Regnier led his troops on 
in the most opposing and determined, manner, 
but the Russians, though out-man(Euvred, de¬ 
fended their position with the greatest gallantry 
and perseverance; the contest on their left 
was sanguinary, and exhibited proofs of the 
greatest bravery and intrepidity. The right of 
the Russians was defended by a deep morass, 
which the enemy in vain endeavoured to pass, 
and finding all attempts on this point fruitless, 
I’rinccSchwartzenburg endeavoured, by strength¬ 
ening General llegnier's wing, to enable that 
officer to out-flank the left of the Russians. 
The allies were now obliged to change their 
front, and the conflict continued till night, 
when they took up their position at Podubrie. 

In the course of the night it was determined 
to retire on Kobrine, which movement the enemy 
but slightly opposed. In the battle of the 12th 
the loss on both sides was very great; that of the 
enemy exceeded 4000, and the Russians did not 
fall far below that number. 


It has been already stated that General Mac¬ 
donald’s corps, chiefly Prussians, was stationed 
VOL. I. E 
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early in May, in the. neighbourhood of Iliga, and 
General Essen, therefore, who commanded tlu^ 
allies in that quarter, made evt'rv preparation, 
not only to withstand a siege, by burning the 
suburbs of the city, but to impede the eiK'inv in 
the progress of their efforts.—'I’lie su!) joined jrro- 
clamation from the govan’iior was made to the 
inhabitants of Riga, demandina: their united 
exertions for the dehmoe of that place. 

“ Ixii.XBiT.xXTS OF Rrov !—The enemy is already on 
the frontiers ot the empire, and Riga may he exposed to 
danger; but let not the future he regarded with dismay : 
at the same time that .strengtli and valour protect our 
walls, true patriotism, the distinguisliing characteristic of 
its inhabitants, promises security witltin. liut to establish 
this conviction, let unanimity, mutual confidence, and 
cordial co-operation, he our law; a law to which every 
true citizen will subscribe with equal cheerfulness and 
bravery. My determination to surmount all difficulties 
must depend for its success on your assistance. Accord¬ 
ingly, I call upon you, with the most complete confi¬ 
dence, to exert every resource, and strain every nerve, in 
defence of the town, and in that of your property and 
homes; and to cheerfully answer every requisition that 
may be requisite to render that defence successful; and 
I rely that you will never compel me to resort to the 
auj^ority invested in me for tliat purpose. 

“ VON ESSEN.” 


About the middle of July General Lewis vvas 
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(dispatched with a consideraldo force from this 
division for the purpose of occupying Eckau, 
which was rc-adily accomplished. General 
Macdonald had at this period his head-quartersat 
Yacohstadt, whilst General Graw'art commanded 
a part of his force hetween Mittau and Riga. 
The movement of General Lewis on Bekau 
rendered it necessary that tlu^ French General 
should retreat or come to an immediate attack, 
otlu'rwise reinforcements might enable the 
former to cut him off from the main force under 
Macdonald. The enemy determined on the 
former step, and advanced in two divisions to 
the attack, one from Kanken, under General 
Kleist, to the left of the allies, whilst a strong 
body moved along the high road to Eckau. The 
attack on both points was conducted with great 
spirit, but the Russians, for some time, main¬ 
tained their ground, till finding their right 
vigorously pressed by the enemy, whose left had 
been reinforced by fresh troops, they retired in 
good order to a position nearer Riga, and the 
enemy took possession of the town. The loss 
on both sides was nearly equal, and together did 
not exceed 1 KH) in killed and wounded. 

• 

No further action of any importalice took 
place in this quarter for nearly a month; when 
General Essen, finding that the enemy was con- 



siderably reinforced, and that lie only waited tlio 
comintj up.of a heavy hatterina-train. from !)ant- 
zic, to coinmcnee the sie^e oi' lliga, dete rmined to 
frustrate or impede some part of his plan hy 
attacking the Prussians in their entrenchments 
at Eckau, and endeavonr to drive them hack 
on Mittau. To accomplish this eehjeet a naval 
armament, already noticed, consisting; of Ihitish 
and Russian gun-hoats, filhtd with troops, was 
destined to assist. The boats proceeded up the 
J3oldcro river to co-op«'rat(' with the troops from 
Riga and the garrison of Dinamond;—the plan 
was, that this expedition should take the enemy 
by surprise, and faijing in that, to force them 
back from Schlock, and, if possible, to penetrate 
to Mittau, or to attack the enemy on their right. 

On the 2.‘5d August the 13ussian army ad¬ 
vanced to the attack. Notwithstanding the 
Prussian troops were admirably j)osted, their 
entrenchments were carried with the greatest 
ease by the intrepid Russians, and the Prussians 
driven from the works: the ardour of the Russians 
in pursuing that part of the discomfited enemy 
gave an opportunity fora strong bodyof Prussians 
toattack them while in disorder. The Russians, 
however, rallied, but the confusion into which 
they had been thrown, obliged them, after a 
sanguinary resistance, to quit Ihelield. 



The attack was recommenced '^a short time 
after, and for a long time maintained on both 
sides with the greatest obstinacy, but finally 
terminated in favour of the alli(;s’ the loss of 
the Prussians amounted to loOO in killed and 
wounded, and 6.}() prisoners. The loss of the 
Russians in killed and wounded was also very 
trroat, but below that of the enemv. • 

The naval part of the expedition did not, how¬ 
ever, prove successful. The commander could 
not proceed further than Schlock, which he 
obliged the enemy to evacuate. 

It has been observed that the plan of operation 
was injudicious, inasmuch as the attacking 
force was divided into several bodies, which 
coidd not aftbrd each other support, and which, 
as they advanced, became opposed to corps of 
the «'nemy, which by their concentration ob¬ 
tained a superiority of force, whereas if the 
Russians had concentrated their own force upon 
any one point, they would have been able to 
follow up with effect the first impulse given. 


The Russian armies continued to retreat un¬ 
broken and sanguine in their cause, and to lay 



54 


waste the country through which they retirc'd. 
On the 15th of August, Clen. Barclay do Tolly 
had received a report, that the enemy, wlio ad¬ 
vanced in great force towards Krasiuiy, had 
pushed on his advanced guards to Laidy ; and 
that Buonaparte had left \ itespk, and cone* n- 
trated his whole force near Baleinoutzchy, 
Orch?, and Oubrowne. In conse(|uence of 
this it was immediately di termincd, that the se¬ 
cond army' sViould fall back, and aftt'r uniting all 
its corps on the left bank of the Dnieper, halt, 
whilst the hrst army was to take up a position 
on the heights commanding Smolenzk, or act 
offensively, should the enemy divide his forces. 
On the night of the same day, Ideutenant-tie- 
neral Rajesskv reported, that .Major-Oeni ral 
Newerofky, after having been attacked by a su¬ 
perior force, ha<l found himself under tin* neces¬ 
sity' of retreating, having sutlered consideralde 
loss, and that he was only seven worsts from 
Smolenzk.—All the other accounts agreed in 
stating that the (;nemy, with his whole Ibrce, 
were passing to the left bank of the Dnieper, in 
consequence of which, without loss ot time, t le- 
iieral Barclay de Tolly immediately put the army 
in motion ; and on the nigditof the Ibth, arrived 
^l|ear Smolenzk, just as the enemy were making 
*lll^lieary attack on Lieutenant-General Rajessky’s 
Having ascertainerl that the enemy con- 



cfiitrati'd their whole force at one point, and had 
even drawn IVince Poniatovvski’s corps to their 
assistance, it was to be supposed his real inten¬ 
tion was to anticipate the llnssiah army in Do- 
rogahouche, or any other point by which he 
might obtain possession of the Moscow' road, 
(jlencral llarclay de Tolly therefore determined, 
together with the I’rince Ilragatioit, that the 
lirst army should occupy Smolenzk, and remain 
on the right bank of the Dnieper, and by that 
means cover tlie march of the second army to 
Dorogabouche. In the night between the l6th 
and 17 th, this plan was executed. The sixth 
corps, to which was attached the 3d division of 
infantry, took possession of Smolenzk and all 
the out-posts. 

On the 17 th, at one P. M. the enemy attacked 
the Russian troops, who were drawn up on the 
road from Krasnoy' and other points round Smo- 
Icnzk ; but, after an engagement, which con¬ 
tinued, w'ithout intermission, for three hours, 
they w'ere repulsed at every point. At five, 
P. M. after bringing a strong column of their 
forces, and an uncommonly numerous artillery 
forward, they attacked the city in every direc¬ 
tion ; but all their eflbrts and endeavours were 
vain, although they drove back the Russian ad¬ 
vance troops even to the ruins of the walls of 



Smolenzk, anti appeared detennined to storm the 
city. Tliese, however,' not only defeated but 
drove them back to such a distance, that, at 
night, the Russian advance guards were placed 
without the walls. The attack of the enemy 
was very impetuous; hut they received their 
recompence in their loss, which was incredibly 
great*; that of the Russians bore no propor¬ 
tion to it, although they had 4000 killed or 
wounded. 

The intention of the Russians in defending 
Smolenzk, Avas to arrest the enemy, and prevent 
their arrival at Jelna and Dorogabouche, and 
thereby give Prince Rragation time to arriv<‘, 
without opposition, at the latter place, the fur¬ 
ther defence of which could have been no longer 
useful; but only, on die contrary, have occa¬ 
sioned the loss of valiant soldiers; for which ri'a- 
son, after having successfully ri-pulsed a severe at¬ 
tack, the Russians determined in the night be¬ 
tween the 17 th and ISth, to leave the town after 
settingfire to it in stweral parts; (w hen, in the lan¬ 
guage of Buonaparte’s IJth Buihuin, “ Smo¬ 
lenzk offered the French a spectacle similar to 
that which an eruption of Vesuvius presents 
to the inhabitants of Naples:”) but to retain 
possession of the suburbs, called St. Peters¬ 
burg, and, with the whole army, to take posses- 
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Sion of the heights opposite Smolenzk, and to 
appear as if waiting the attack of the French. 
Tlie enemy, after garrisoning the tov^n, skir¬ 
mished the whole day with the Yagers, who 
were posted in the suburbs, of which, during all 
tlie evening, they i\ttempted to take possession, 
Init were eonstantlv driven back. Nevertheless, 
during tin* night they succeeded in throwing a 
bridge across above the suburbs, and repairing 
the old one therein. 

At seven, P. M. when no further attack from 
the enemy was expected, a part of the army 
which formed the second column, and consisted 
oi' the 2d and Jd corps of cavalry, and 5th and; 
(Ith of infantry, and a part of -Major-General Nev ' 
erofsky’s force, under General Dochtoroft', p 
themselves in motion, and continued their inai ' 
through Sakelena, Poesklaw, and at nine P. IS 
the first column, consisting of the 2d, 3d, and 
4th divisions of infantry, and of the first four of 
reserve of cavalry, under the command of Lieu¬ 
tenant-General Tutchkolf, marched by the way 
of Kraepatscheni, Gedeonovo, &c. to the high 
road of Dorogabouche, but the troops under the 
command of Major-General Boroskoff, who gar¬ 
risoned the Petersburg suburbs, marched on 
the 19 th, two hours after midnight, and formed 
the rear-guard of the first column. General 



Platoff detached part of Ids lii^lit troops, and 
formed a chain of detachments from Smolenzk 
to Porelscheji, in such a manner that tiiey <’ould 
approach with both coUimiis to the Dnieper, 
and that these detacliments should apiiroaeh 
each other and form a mass, which could he 
freely used on all sides. 

At three A. M. Major-Cieneral Korfl' having 
destroyed all communications with the right 
bank of the Dnieper, eoinmeiu'ed his retreat in 
the direction of the first column, and the enemy 
after throwing a bridge over the river to the right 
of Smolcnzk, began to pursue, at the same time 
\detaching a great part of his tr(»ops on the high 
‘road to Moscow; and scarcely had the .second 
rorps passed the village of (iedensuowo, where 
ifiu’e road divides, one of which leads to Moscow 
the other to Briduhens, to which tlu- first 
column marched, when the enemy dro\ <- back 
the rear-guard, which was on the high Moscow 
road; and whilst they w(‘re furiously advancing 
to take possession of those points, which the 
rear-guard of Major-Ciencral Korfl’s division 
had to pass, (to prevent any danger to this (le- 
neral’s detachment, which covered tin- retreat of 
the army on the main road, and was .-.till at six 
wersts distance from the second corps.) Barclay 
de Tolly ordered Major-General Prince Wirtem- 



l)ur£^ to defend this post with some divisions of 
ihe fourtli corps, and the necessary quantity of 
artillery, till Major-General KorfT should ar- 
riv<' with his detaeliiuent. Notwithstanding 
the immense superiority of the enemy, the 
rrince of Wirteinburg kept possession of this 
post till Major-G<meral Korff with his detach- 
m<-nt, joined him, and then protected the retreat. 

The enemy, who did not succeed in this ope¬ 
ration, next began to force Major-General 
Korff’s corps, which was posted along the 
great road to Moscow' near to the town of Va- 
litina, and to jrass troops from the left to the 
right of the Dnieper, above his position, to be¬ 
come master of the points which lead to the 
gn-at road, before the arrival of the second 
corps. 

I'he 3d and 4th corps w’crc already drawn up 
in order of battle at this place ; but with a view 
to detain the enemy, the advitneed-guard under 
Major-General Tutchkoff was sent against them. 
He was already four wersts from the high road, 
on which the st cond division of cavalry, and 
IMajor General Korft’s regiment was obliged to 
pass. Not long after Major-General Tulchkofl' 
was much pressed by the enemy, and w'as sup¬ 
ported by the 3d and 4th divisions of cavalry, in 
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order to^assist in repelling the furious attacks of 
the enemy. 

At six P. M. the enemy attaekeil Major-Cie- 
neral Tutchkofl’with their whole force, consist¬ 
ing of the corps under Marshals Davoust, Nev, 
a part of the Viceroy of Italy’s corps, amt the; 
cavalry of the Kingof Naples corps : these united 
forces endeavoured by every jmssible exertion to 
drive him from his position.—In the ineautime 
Major-General KorfF’s detacluueut, and the ?d 
corps, arrived on the high road, from whence 
General Barclay de Tolly also sent a part of th<‘ 
troops to support Generarrutchkoir. This ac¬ 
tion, which continued from 1 P. M. till ten at 
night, was hot and bloody, 'riu* l'’reneh Mar¬ 
shals led on their troops in the most determined 
manner, hut the Russians were cool and un¬ 
daunted, and after a sanguinary conflict, the re¬ 
inforcements under Major-General K(jril‘ ena¬ 
bled them to defeat the further attempts of the 
enemy, and finally obliged him to make a re- 
trogade movement. The loss of the Russians 
on this day was very considerable, hut that of 
the enemy exceeded it: although in the 14th 
Bulletin he states its amount at (iOO killed, and 
;2000 wounded. In this affiiir the l-'o iich Ge¬ 
neral Count Guden was killed: he was struck 
at the commencement of the action by a musket 
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Tlic former had cavalry attached to their 
left flank, which, notwithstanding the superior 
nninhers of the enemy’s cavalry, r('j)ulsed se- 
v('ral desperate charges : at oik; o’clock of the 
morninij of the 2{)th, the army put itself in mo¬ 
tion, taking the direction of Slob-Pueva. 

The situation of affairs in Russia had induc'’ed 
Alexander to accord with the demands of Tur¬ 
key, and thus to ol»tain a peace with that em- 
|)iri‘. I’ussia had required the cession of Molda¬ 
via, Wallachia, and the establishment of the Da¬ 
nube as tile southern boundary of her empire, 
but now confined herself to that part of Molda¬ 
via on the eastern bank of the I’ruth.—By one 
of the stipulations of the Treaty ofTilsit, Russia 
was to evacuate AVallachia and Moldavia: this 
had Ireen deferred, and at the interview which 
took plac»; lietvveen the Emperor Alexander and 
Buonaparte at Erfurth, it was determined that 
Russia should not only not evacuate those pro¬ 
vinces, but that she should unite them to her 
omiiire.—The peace, however, now concluded 
with Turkey, afforded the Emperor the means of 
<-ouverting all his forces to the expulsion of the 
invader ; and, accordingly, the army which had 
been employed on the frontier, marched through 
the south of Poland, and united itself to the 
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array which had been previously stationed in 
Volhynia. 

The tbllowina: are the principal of the sixteen 
Articles of the Treaty of I’eace concluded be¬ 
tween Russia and the Sublime Porte:— 

Art. I.—^Thoro shall be peace and friendship bcOveen 
the two powers, and both the eontractintr parties sliall use 
every effort to avoid every tiling that may occasion liosti- 
lities between their subjects. 

II. Full and perfect amnesty sliall be gninled to tie 
subjects of both parties, who have taken part in the ope¬ 
rations of the war against the interest of their mutual 
Sovereigns. 

III. All former treaties shall remain in force, with the 
exception of such articles which, by the present treatv, 
have undergone some alteration. 

IV. .According to the first article of the preliminaries, 
it is agreed, that the river Pruth, from its entrance intit 
Moldavia, until its junction with the Danube, and left 
bank of the Danube from such junction to the mouth of 
the Kili, and from thence to the sea, shall form the boun¬ 
daries of the two emiiircs, the mouth of the .said river to 
be for the common use of both. The small island-s, which, 
previous to the war, were uninhabited, lying near to the 
left bank of the Danube, shall remain uninhabited, nor 
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sliall any fortifications be erected on the said Islands. 
On tlie other iiand, tlie Ottoman Porte relinquishes to 
Russia all provinces, fortresses, towns, &c. lying on the 
left bank of the Prutii, and the niid-cbanncl of the said 
river shall be the boundary between the two empires. The 
nierehant vessels of l)oth natlon.s may navigate the whole 
course of the Danube ; but the Russian ships of war must 
come no further than the entrance of the Pruth. 

• 

V. His Imperial Russian Majesty, on the other hand, 
restores to the Ottoman I’orte the territory of Moldavia, 
on the right bank of the Pruth, as likewise the Greater 
!ui(l tx'sser W'allaehia. The inhabitants of these pro- 
\ inees shall Ite freed from till contributions for the space 
of two vi-ars, and those shall be fixed according to the 
present largeness ot Moldavia. 

VI. The boundaries on the side of Asia shall be fixed 
perfectly so as they were before the war broke out. 

VII. The Mahometan inhabitants in the provinees 
ceded to Russia, tts likewise the natives of other parts, 
wli(> in consequence of the w'ar are now in Russia, may 
return with their property within the .space of eighteen 
months to Turkey. In like manner the Christians be¬ 
longing to the country now added to Russia, and wdio are 
now in Turkey, may, without any let or molestation, re¬ 
turn to Russia. 

VIII. The Ottoman Porte grants a pardon and general 
amnesty to the Servians, who shall in no ease or means 
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be molested for their past actions. The fortresses lately 
erected in their country shall be deinolishecl. 

[Tbc lemainina: articles, there are sixteen in all, re¬ 
late to the liberation of jirisoners, tlie liqtiidation of debts, 
the removal of tr(K)ps from the ceded places, the promised 
mediation of the Porte with Persia t<* restore peace between 
her and Russia, and the cxehantro of the ratifications.] 

The happy termination oi' the war wit It Tiirkev 
indueed the Kmperor Alexander at this period to 
appoint don. KarrlaydeTolly to tlie manatr*. niont 
of the War Department at St. Petershnr”. (ion. 
KntusoflT, who had ooininanded tin' ;irmy of tin 
Danube, to be Conimander-in-Chief of all 1 ik 
armie.s, and .Admiral Tehiehauofl', who had brcM 
employed in the nocfoeialion with 'I'nrkey. sin - 
ceeded to the command of Kutusofl’s late army. 

A cause, however, ot tlio removal of (Jeiieral 
Barclay de Tolly from the chief command, and 
the nomination of General Kutu.sotf, was a rno- 
mentary change in the system of operations, the 
Russian army becoming very impatient and even 
indignant under a succession of retreats’ 

* " nie most diflieult of all operations is a Russian retreat, 
such a movement iKii)}; totally contrary to the principle of 
Russian warfare, and to the practice of Suwarroff. When 
Bcuningsen retired from Yankova, on the approach of Buoua- 



General Kutusoff arrived at the head-quarters 
atZarcvo-Zalomitchi, on the evening of the 29th 
of August, He found the first and the second 


parte, and sought to evade the enemy by forced marches in 
the dark nights of a Poland winter, although 90,000 men 
thundered on in close pursuit, the Russian murmur at retreat 
was so imposingly audacious, the clamour for the battle so 
loud and reiterated, and the incipient disorder so frightfully 
f \»cnding, that Benningson was obligedto promise acquiescence 
'.rith their demand, and to soothe their discontents by as- 
siirniif them that he was marching to find a suitable theatre 
of combat. Yet w ben this army, W'earied, famished, and di¬ 
minished by the loss of lO.OiWmen, entered Eylau, their aligne- 
mcii! for battle, order regenerated as with the British at 
Coruna : the memory of former glories, and the confidence 
of approaching victory, cheered even the most exhaust^; 
and a spectator would have suppo.scd that the joyous exclama¬ 
tion commemorated a success, instead of being an anticipa¬ 
tion of the most sanguinary trial that was yet upon the records 
of this bloody war. Such was their vehement ardour to re¬ 
trieve imaginary disgrace, and profit of a liberty to engage, 
that when, in the evening before the battle, Benningson ordered 
the village of Eylau, which had been abandoned by mistake, 
to be recovered,—and afterwards recalled the order upon 
seeing the superiority of the enemy, the troops refused to 
obey the order of recal, and rushed on to their purpose. 

“ No carnage intimidates the survivors;—ballets may de¬ 
stroy, but cannot deter.—“ Comrades, go not forward into the 
trenches,” cried out a retiring party to an advancing detach¬ 
ment, “ retreat with us, or you will be lost, for the enemy are 
already in possession.” " Prince Potemkin must look to that,” 
replied the commander, “ for it was he who gave the order. 
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amiies in junction, but retreating upon Gchatz, 
and abandoning Viaama, to which they had set 
fire, General JBarclay de Tolly not having thought 
that position favourable enough for accepting 
battle.—Prince Kutusoff, on his part, resolved 
not to give battle until he should have received 
the reinforcements which he expected from Mos¬ 
cow and Kalouga. 

The Russian army was thus continually rein¬ 
forcing as it got nearer its resources ; whilst the 

Come on, Russians.” And he and hi« men marcliidforwartts, 
and perished, the victims of their cimra^foas sense of duty.’’ 

From Sir Robert H'ilson’s (''u7np. in Poland. 

The following character qf the Russian Soldier is given bj/ the 
lion. Colonel Dillon. 

Blind and implicit obedience U the distiii^iii-hiti^ clia- 
racteristic of the Russian soldier. The love of lift its-clf, and 
all the incidents, and all the contingencies that can aflect the 
feelings, raise or depress the spirit, diversify the sentii.ieiit, 
or animate the affections ; all passions, pro|>ensitics, and in¬ 
clinations, are absorbed in this one senst; of implicit duty ; 
which almost, with him, goes to change liis very nature. Al¬ 
though slow in acquiring discipline, and hecumiiig a soldier, 
the Russian, when once made such, stands as motionless in 
the field of battle as any inanimate sulistance ; and |k>sscsscs 
an insensibility to danger, not exceeded Ijy any of the brute 
creation. Hence, as far as the formation of a l>attalion or 
a squadron extends, the Russian troops are perfectly dis¬ 
ciplined ; and, in point of steadiness, exceed any other troops 
in Europe. 
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French armies were getting farther from their 
reinforcements, and weaker as they advanced. 
This plan had been judged the most proper, in 
order to compensate for the superiority in num-, 
hers, which the enemy obtained from the im¬ 
mense means placed at his disposal by all the 
Continental states. 

It was not long before this plan, directed and 
executed by Prince Kutusoff, afforded a grand 
and brilliant result. Even before his arrival at 
the army, he had caused the reserves, com¬ 
manded by General Miloradovitch, and the 
Militia of the government of Moscow, under the 
orders of Lieutenant-General Count Markoff, to 
be directed upon Mojaisk. 

Buonaparte’s head-quarters, on the SOtH 
of August, were in the ruins of Viasraa; on the 
31st, at Velitchers ; on the 1st, 9d, and 3d 
September at Gchatz, and on the 4th were at 
Gredniva, from whence, at 6 o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing, his army was put in motion. 

The village of Borodino, situated 19 wersts in 
advance of Mojaisk, was the point on which 
General Kutusoff determined to await the 
enemy. The position behind the village was 
strong enough on the right and the centre, 
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covered by a ravine and a deep rivulet; but the 
left, supported by the village of Semeiioffka, did 
not afford the same advantages; it might be 
turned by the old road from Smolenzk to Mojaisk. 
The General in Chief, to guard against these 
disadvantages, gave orders for fortifying that 
wing. He ordered some redans to be constructed 
on the left of the village of Senienofka, and a 
redoubt in front of it, at one cannon shot and a 
half off. This redoubt was considered as an 
isolated work, which, even if lost, would make 
no change in the system’ of defence, and was 
intended more particularly to be of service in 
keeping the enemy some time at a distance. 
These points were scarcely fortified, when the 
enemy appeared on the .5th, and directed his 
vanguard upon the advanced redoubt.—A very 
sharp action commenced, in the first place, at 
four in the afternoon, with the rear-guard under 
the orders of Lieutenant-General Konovnitzen, 
which was just reaching the position, and after¬ 
wards with the army of Prince Bragation, which 
formed the left. 

The redoubt, which the hardness of the ground 
had prevented the Russians from entirely com¬ 
pleting, wasvigorously defendedfromfouro’ciock 
in the afternoon until night. It was taken and 
retaken four times by the 27th division, which 
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had the charge of maintaining it, and was not 
abandoned until night. The 2d division of 
Cuirassiers, which executed several brilliant 
charges, of which the result was the capture of 
eight pieces of cannon, particularly distinguished 
itself during that part of that day. The 6th 
passed in skirmishes of no importance. The 
enemy defiled towards his right the. principal 
part of his forces, and covered his left by 
batteries. 

The Russian Commander-in-Chief, who had 
foreseen that his left would be the principal 
point of attack, made the following dispositions: 
the 2d, the 4 th, 6th, and 7th corps formed two 
lines of infantry, behind which were placed all 
the corps of cavalry. That of the Guards was 
in reserve between the centre and the left, which 
was moreover covered by the 8th corps. In 
order the better to insure the defence of the 
weak point of the position, Lieut.-General 
Tutehkoff, with the third corps and a part of 
the militia of Moscow, was placed in ambuscade 
behind the brushwood at the extremity of the 
left, with orders to act by the old road from 
Smolenzk upon the right and the rear of the 
French, as soon as they should attack, and en¬ 
deavour to turn their left. The grenadiers of 
Count Worronzoff defended the redans. 
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Prince KutusofF, immediately on his arrival 
at this position, had assoiubled the Generals, 
and harangued the Stafl‘: he was received with 
acclamations of the m armest enthusiasm. Pull 
of the sacred cause they had to dt'fend, the 
Russian army manifested a feeling, which even 
then gave an assurance of the glorious deeds, of 
which the day of the 7th was witm'ss, whilst 
every breast panted with anxious desire and high 
confidence after the decisive moment. 

The order of the day issued by Buonaparte, 
is deserving of notice: “ Soldiers, behold the 
field of battle you have so much desired ! hence¬ 
forth victory depends on you ; it is necessary to 
us; it will give us plenty, good quarters for 
the winter, and a speedy return to your country. 
Behave vourselves as vou did at Austerlitz, at 
Friedland, Vitepsk, at Smolenzk ; and that the 
latest posterity may speak of your conduct this 
day with pride—that it may say of each of you, 
he was at that great battle under the walls of 
Moscow.” 

Heavy on both sides passed the night, still 
naore heavy expectation in every breast. At 
four o’clock in the morning the enemy, availing 
hims&lf of athick fog, began his movement towards 
the left of the Russians, and on that wing his 
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principal efforts were throughout directed. 
Soon afterwards the battle became general, and 
continued until night. The attack on the re¬ 
dans was extremely sharp, and they were most 
vigorously defended ; each Russian soldier was 
seen rivalling his comrade in courage and per¬ 
severance. They were disputed from 7 o’clock 
in the morning until 10 with an unexampled 
obstinacy. In this sanguinary combat Major- 
General Count Worronzoff* was wounded in 
a bayonet charge againsttheenemy,andthe Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the second army. Prince 
Bragationf was wounded soon afterwards. 

* Count Michatl Worronzoff, brother to the Countess of 
Pembroke, and heir to the illustrious house of Worronzoff) at 
the age of twenty-nine, had, by his achievements, gained the 
rank of Major-General, and in an action in Turkey, recovered, 
at the head of a regiment lately given him, the colours it had 
forfeited by misconduct in Austria. Europe does not boast 
a more accomplished gentleman or braver soldier .—Sir 
Robert Wilson's Campaigns in Poland. 

f Prince Bragation received a severe wound, which 
shattered to pieces his left leg—he was afterwards removed 
to Moscow, and on the approach of the enemy, the governor, 
Rastapehin, had him conveyed, with the sick and wounded, 
from that city: he died on the road, and was buried at 
Yarraslaff) He was an amiable man, and a meritorious officer, 
and very much distinguished in the Campaigns of 1806 and 
1807.—Of his services in those years Sir Robert Wilson has 
published the following account .—•• He commanded the ad- 



Nevertheless, all the attacks which the enemy 
tnade against the left of the Russian position, as 
well with his infantry as with his cavalry, were 
fruitless, and repulsed with such loss, that 
towards night he was even forced to abandon 

vanced-giiard, and by pressing the enemy from Dculsch 
Eyiau, and destroying their rear-giiard, relieve<I (trandenz 
from blockade; rominaivled in the rear at the retreat from 
Bergfricd: sustained the attack of the I'rench in the »m- 
favourable position in front of I«indsberg : checked the ad¬ 
vance of the French two miles in front of F.ylau : his condiicl 
throughout the retreat to F.ylau did him infinite honour: 
commanded the advanced-guard at Kviau : when the French 
demanded possession of the village of Peterswaldc, on his 
answering that he was there to give them welcome,” they 
retired without firing a shot.—'I’he advanced-guard uiidcr 
him was inspected at fiartenstein, by the Emperor of Kus.>-ia 
and the King of Pru.ssia, and was found in admirable order, 
and the huts, &c. arranged with an elegance that was quite 
unexpected: with the advanced-guard he drove the French 
over the pas.sage before the combat of Deppen ; in the {lassage 
of the Aller at Ciittstadt, with that courage, conduct, and 
fortune, which characterizes all his services, he withdrew his 
troops, and destroyed his bridges with inconsiderable loss; 
thus, in the presence of Buonaparte, securing the escape of a 
feeble rear-guard, wliicb, if iiroperly pressed, must have been 
overwhelmed: at Ileilsberg, he disjilayed equal judgment, 
retreating in the face of the enemy, and drawing him under 
the fire of 150 pieces of cannon : at Wehlaw, after the battle 
of Friedland, he supported the Cossacks and Basquiers with 
a timely reinforcement: he was made the channel of Benning- 
son’s proposition for the armistice, which took place before 
the peace concluded at Tilsit.”—The gallantry, intrepid spirit. 
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the little ground which he had gained in the 
morning.—His attacks upon the centre did not 
meet with better success. Repulsed at every 
point, he retired towards the beginning of the 
night, and the Russians remained masters of the 
field of battle. On the following morning 
,General Count Platoff was sent in pursuit of 
him ; he came up with his rear-guard at eleven 
worsts distance from the village of Borodino, and 
successfully harassed the same. 

The loss of the enemy in this battle amounted 
in killed, wounded, and prisoners, to 50,000 
men ; Marshal Davoust was wounded, the Ge¬ 
neral of Brigade, Bonami, made prisoner, and 
Generals Caulincourt and Montbrun killed : that 
of the Russians to t32,000 ; besides the two Ge¬ 
nerals before-mentioned, the Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
rals Tutchkofi*, Prince Garchikoff, and Konov- 
nitzen ; the Major-Generals Backmetioff, Ra- 
jessky, and Kretoff, were among the wounded. 
The general loss of the Russians in officers on 
this and the preceding day exceeded 1400. —The 


ability, and perseverance which this illustrious Prince proved 
himself to possess throughout his distinguished military career, 
are above all praise. After he had received his mortal wound 
in the battle of Borodino, he refused to allow his soldiers to 
remove him from the field of battle until the victory had been 
gained. 
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French General, Bonanii, who was taken badly 
wounded, was drunk*. He was the only man 
left alive out of a column which obtained pos¬ 
session of the Russian batteries, and was finally 
repulsed. 

The Russians had engaged every eorfis on the 
7th of September; tliey eonseipuntly had no 
reserve, and could not pursue the enemy in any 
force when he retired from the fiidd. It was 
General Kutusoff’s intentiim to Inna- attacked 
the French on the following day, had lie not 
learnt that their reserves had not been en^agi'd: 
his own cavalry had also sutiered considt'rablj-, 
and these reasons determined him to retnait. 

General Barclay dc Tolly, who had been su¬ 
perseded, as already stated, did not, however, 
quit the Russian army until after the battle of 
Borodino.— It has been sai<l, and 1 believe upon 
good authority, that this otlieer and Gi-neral 
Kutusotr did not agree as to the operations of 
that day. Barclay de Tolly has proved himself 
a most gallant, zealous and usid'ul officer; but 
in the chief command he seems to have been too 

* That a French General of Brigade should be found in a 
complete state of intoxication afli r a prcineditated attack of 
this important nature, may appear to many incredible. 1 
have, however, the highest authority in support of the fact. 
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much afraid of personal responsibility,—The 
Jlussian army owes particularly to him its im¬ 
provement in syst(!m and discipjine. 

The most correct account of the battle of Bo¬ 
rodino, of which the following is an epitome, 
was circulated at St. Petersburg. 

“ The llussian army continued its retreat 
upon the village of Borodino, between Mojaisk 
and Irisk, on the high Moscow road. It was 
here o'inforced by 1J,()()0 etlective men, under 
(leneral Milora:lovitch, and 21,000 militia, 
chiefly armed with pikes, under Gen. Markoff. 
The total nnmlx'r of the llussian army, exclusive 
of militia, amounted to 10o,000 effective men; 
the French army ainounti'd to 1.30,000, rein¬ 
forcements having been drawn to it from the 
military posts occupied by the enemy. 

Buonaparte, contrary to all expectation, as 
he had omitted the favourable moment for at¬ 
tacking the Russians on their march from Smo- 
Icnzk, to repass the Dnieper, presented his army 
in order of battle on the 5th of September. It 
is possible that the appointment of Prince Kutu- 
sofl’ had baffled his hopes of peace; and that he 
found himself now obliged to effect that by 
force which he was in hopes to have obtained 
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by the influence of fear on the Russian Cabinet. 
Certain it is, that he himself regretted his for¬ 
mer neglect of opportunity, and that he said, 
* I have lost one of the most brilliant occasions 
of my life.’ 

Prince Brs^ation’s army sustained the Russian 
left; but it was very much advanced in front of 
the centre and right. A battery of seven guns 
on a hill covered the advance of Prince Braga- 
tion’s army, which 1 shall in future call the 
Second Army. 

The action began about two o’clock in the 
afternoon of the 6th of September, and was 
furiously fought on both sides until near dark, 
when the enemy possessed himself of the hill 
and battery, and obliged the Second Army to 
retire and take up its position in alignement 
with the First Army, keeping some hills in its 
front, on which batteries were erected. On the 
morning of the 7th, the French, with ail their 
force, again fell upon Prince Bragation ; after a 
desperate resistance, broke in upon him, obliged 
him to retreat in some disorder, and the reserves 
of the First Army were under the necessity of 
moving to the left and front, to cover his works 
and oppose the enemy, which service was eiFec- 
tualiy executed; and the Second Army being 
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rallied ^ain, advanced into battle, and in its 
turn supported the troops that had covered it. 
The Russian line was, however, obliged to 
throw back its left a little, so as to form an 
angle with a part of the centre and right. At 
the salient point of this angle was a battery, 
which, if taken and kept by the enemj, would 
have commanded the whole Russian position, 
and obliged a retreat. Buonaparte finding that 
the Russians remained steady, uot\\ithstandihg 
the tremendous artillery cross-fire, resolved to 
have this work carried. Various attempts were 
made during the day, by cavalry and infantry, 
but they were always repulsed. Towards nine 
o’clock in the morning, General Bonami had, 
however, lodged himself in the battery, in front 
of the Russian left; but General Gormouloff 
seizing the command of a column, (for he was 
a Staff Officer,) rushed upon the battery, re¬ 
carried it, put every man in it to the bayonet 
except General Bonami, who fairly escaped 
with twenty wounds, one of which struck into his 
breast. Towards dusk the enemy’s force retired, 
abandoning the battery, which he had again 
carried about four o’clock in the afternoon, and 
which battery had been taken and retaken three 
times during the day. He gradually withdrew 
back upon some works in his rear, out of can¬ 
non-shot, and from thence fell back about two 



wersts and a half, with his main body; giving 
orders for his heavy guns, &c. to retire upon 
Mojaisk. The Russian army remained upon 
the field until the next evening, wiience Prince 
Kutusoff fell back three wersts with liis main 
body, and left General Platolf with his Cos- 
sacks to occupy the ground in front oflioro- 
dino. 

♦ Thus terminated, in the field, the memorable 
battle of Borodino; and so far it resembled the 
battle of Preuss Eylau, but not in its conse¬ 
quences ; for Eylau preserved Koningsherg, 
whereas Borodino accelerated the loss of Mos¬ 
cow. I am, however, inclined to think, that 
Borodino, theoretically, was in the field a more 
decisive victory than Eylau, as the Russians 
there quitted the ground during the same night; 
whereas, at Borodino, it was the enemy who 
withdrew. 

It, however, greatly differed from Eylau hi 
its progress ; for Borodino was a battle on 
points,—Eylau was a parade battle, general 
throughout the line, and covering every man in 
the field with its iron canopy. The Russians 
had more than 600 guns in the field, but the 
fire was sustained by about 268 pieces. 
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The loss at Borodino to the Russian army 
, was, perhaps, severe ; as it now appears, that 
9o,000 were killed or wounded, (at least one-half 
killed,) and above laOO officers, of whom three 
Generals were killed, and nine wounded. 

The loss of the eneinv could not but be far 

V 

greater; calculation so iar could not erf; but it 
now ai)pears, from their own correspondence, 
that they estimate their loss at 26 Generals hors 
de combat (of whom 7 were killed), and 35,000 
men.” 

It cannot be disputed that the immediate re¬ 
sults of the battle of Borodino were in favour of 
the Russians, as thev were not forced from their 
position, and as the French retired from the field 
of action. But the further results, or rather the 
movements which succeeded the battle, were si¬ 
milar to those which had taken place after victo¬ 
ries gained by Russian armies attacked in their 
positions in former wars and campaigns. The 
victorious army not only could not follow up 
the blow and assume the offensive, but it was 
itself obliged to retire in order to remedy the 
disorder and confusion attendant upon a general 
and sanguinary battle; and this circumstance so 
often occurring can only be ascribed to a defec¬ 
tive organization of the army, which cripples 
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and paralyzes its movements and resources 
to an extent never experienced in any other 
service. 

The distinguished veteran Prince Kutusoif, 
whose services had loiiij before entitled him to 
most particular notice, was now honoured with 
th^ appointment of Field Marshal, with a grant 
of 100,000 roubles ; and five roubles were given 
by order of his Imperial Majesty, to each soldier 
who had a share in this memorable battle. 

Throughout the vast empire, the saered torch 
of the love of their country had awakenerl in 
each Russian their virtue and their (courage. 
Each perceived that the contest was one be¬ 
tween liberty and despotism, profligacy and mo¬ 
rality: each also perceived that it was not a 
contest to be decided by the event of a battle, or 
even the result of a campaign, but by a superior 
vigour, perseverance, and undonbting confidence 
in the justice of their cause. Though a good 
cause is not always triumphant, yet it seldom 
fails but for want of prudence : the present was 
ultimately to be decided in favour of that party 
which employed the greatest vigour, talent, and 
ohanimity: these, on the side of justice, could 
not fail of success.—There was no acceptable 
medium, no alternative, now left for Russia: 
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either that great nation must have expelled the 
invader, or her existence, her honour, rights, jus- 
.tice, judgment, and energy, must have expired 
for ever. 


Two days after the battle of Borodina, Marshal 
Kutusoff retired a short distance on the Moscow 
road : he intended to make a stand within two 
or three worsts of Moscow, and redoubts were 
constructing on the positioa chosen, but this 
position being considered by him unfavourable, 
he, after a council of war, continued his retreat, 

DESCRIPTION OF MOSCOW. 

This astonishing^ city, comprising within its vast boundaries 
the opposite extremes of grandeur and wretchedness, of wealth 
and poverty, of superstition and debauchery, exhibits to the 
eye of an inquiring stranger objects of the deepest interest, 
and yields to the mind matter for wonder and contemplation. 
Its prodigious dimensions, the sumptuous palaces of its ancient 
princes and nobles, its stupendous edifices, whether for the 
worship of the Supreme Being, or for the advancement of 
commerce and public defence, afibrd abundant scope for the 
researches of the historian and the scholar, and impress the 
most casual observer with a feeling of res])ect and astonish¬ 
ment for the nation to which it is so great an ornament. 

The circumference of Moscow, taken witLoot the ramparts, 
is somewhat more than 26 miles. The city is distributed into 
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and retired to a strong position near Podolsk and 
Wakadesk, twenty miles beyond Moscow', leav- 

five divisonK; the Kremlin, Khitai^rorod, Bielgorod, SemiaiiiCM 
gorod, and Slobdda. The first-named division, tlie Kremlin, 
is an assemblage of wonders; it is surrounded by walls, 
towers, and ramparts, on all its sides, and is filled with domes 
and steeples; the edifices within its bounds are all constructed 
with such strange irregularity, that the appearance dillersin 
every direction, but the view from its heights of the city much 
surpasses any other, both for splendour and singularity, and 
that from the tower of St. .Ivan surpasses all. The Kremlin 
is entered through an arched portal, painteil red, and called 
the holy gate; and no person of any rank or description may 
be i>ermitted to pass this entrance unless uncovered : so much 
of superstitious reverence is paid to it, on account of a favourite 
Russian saint, whose picture is suspended there, and who, 
tradition affirms, did, like another Pan, strike terror into an 
invading army of Poles, who had possession of the city, and 
were on the point of forcing this portal. The great bell of 
Moscow, the largest in the world, lies in a deep pit in the midst 
of the Kremlin. It was founded by order of the Empress 
Ann, as an act of jiiety, and was never suspended. Dr. 
Clarke describes it very accurately, and agrees nearly with 
the account given by .lonas Hanway, of its dimensions. The 
ancient palace of the Czars is within these ramparts, remark¬ 
able for being the birth-place of Peter the Great; the seenc of 
the murders committed by the Strelitzes, in the well-known 
conspiracy during the minority of Peter, the butchery of John 
Narishkin, and the fall of Demetrius; there is also here a gun of 
immense calibre, supposed to be cast in 1694: the Russians are 
extremely jealous of strangers examining this prodigious 
piecemf artillery; the dimensions cannot, therefore, be given 
with any exactness; it is ascertained, however, that its lip is 
ten mehes thick, and it will admit a man of middle atature 
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ing the enemy to enter the city. Buonaparte in 
consequence of this movement proceeded to 

sitting upright within its mouth: the treasury and regalia are 
here, and also the crowns of conipiered provinces, viz. Casan, 
Siberia, Astracan, and the Crimea. In the palace are shewn 
several articles, valuable only from their antiquity, and some 
trifling specimens in natural ciirioMties, but what most attracts 
the wonder and attention of strangers is the famous model of 
the Kremlin, planned under the auspices of Catherine the Se¬ 
cond. which would have been, if complete l, the miracle of the 
universe; some accident happening to retard the erection, de¬ 
termined that magnificent princess to relinquish the under¬ 
taking. Mad the work lieeii completed, it would hare ex¬ 
ceeded io costliness, magnificence, and beauty, the temple of 
Solomon, the Propylasum of Amasis, the Villa of Adrian, or 
the Forum of Trajan. There is nothing in Europe like the 
various exhibitions presented to the eye in this extraordinary 
quarter of Moscow,—Indian, Chinese, Gothic, Tartarian, 
richness, elegance, barbarism, decay !—in short, it is an as¬ 
semblage of wonders, and perhaps forms the most novel and 
interesting coup d’oeil in the universe—the patriarch’s palace, 
the cathedral with seven towers, two convents, several 
churches, and the arsenal, are within the Kremlin. 

The Khitaigorod, or second division, is much larger than 
die Kremlin, containing the university, the printing-house, 
and many other public edifices; in this quarter are the shops 
of the tradesmen :—^there is a street in this division in which 
the houses are built adjoining each other, and the only one 
in Moscow of that description; the houses are in general 
white-washed, or stuccoed. 


The Bielgorod, or white town, incircles the tw o preceding 
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Mojaisk, wherehishead-quarters were established 
on the 12th ; on the 13th they were at the Castle 

divisions, and takes its name from a white wall, by which it 
was once surrounded, lliere is nothing worthy of remark 
in this portion of Moscow. 

T^je Semlainogorod environs all the other three divisions, 
and is encompassed by a circular rampart of earth. The last 
two divisions are composed of a strange assemblage of con¬ 
trasted objects, which altogether form a grotestjue appearance 
—churches, palaces, convents, wooden-houses, and wretched 
hovels! 

The Sloboda, or suburbs, form a vast exterior circle round 
the whole of the divisions already described, and are invested 
by a ditch and low rampart. The .Sloboda contains, besides 
buildingsof every description,delightful gardens, rich pa.sturt’s, 
orchards abounding with fruit, and waving corn-fields: these 
luxuriant lands are watered by several small and lieaiitiful 
Ukes, which give rise to the Neghua river; the Moskva, 
from which this various city takes its name, flows through it in a 
winding channel, navigable only in spring, except for small 
boats or rafts. The streets of Moscow are in general long 
and wide; some of them arc paved, but the greater miinlnT 
formed by laying the trunks of trees across, and others arc 
boarded like the floor of a room; there arc 15(M) |)laces of 
worship in Moscow including chapels, tlic greater ]>art of 
which are of wood, painted red, w ith domes of co|>per or tin, 
gilt or painted green; they are all richly ornamented within, 
aq^ the relics, pictures, and statues of saints and martyrs are 
decorated with gold, silver, and diamonds. Tlic cathedral of 
St. Michael contains the bodies of several of the sovereigns of 
Russia, and in that of the assumption of the Virgin, ihc cerg* 



85 


of Berskwa; and at mid-day on the 14th of Oc¬ 
tober, his advanced-guard entered Moscow. 

It had been concerted between General Ku- 
tusoff, and the Military Governor of Moscow, 
Rastapehin, that previous to the enemy entering 
Moscow, all the valuables and property should 
be removed from the city; the ihagazines, 
stores, &c. which might aid him, set fire 
to; and that the latter object might be suc¬ 
cessfully accomplished, every fire engine in 
Moscow was removed: the confusion and dis¬ 
tress of the inhabitants occasioned much pro¬ 
perty, however, to be left behind, when the 
French entered the city, yet, the stores of pro¬ 
vision and arms in the dep6ts were effectually 
destroyed. Rastapehin succeeded in persuading 
a considerable part of the people to join with 
him the army of Kutusoff—upwards of 40,000 

mony of coronation is performed. There is an hospital for 
foundlings, which will maintain 8000, founded by Catherine 
the Second. The palace of Petroflsky, the modern royal 
residence at Moscow, is situated two miles from the city; it 
bears, at first view, a magnificent appearance, but on a near 
approach is found deficient in that lightness and elegance 
witliout which no architectural beauties can be perfect It 
is the most populous city in the vast empire of the Autocrat, 
containing 250,000 inhabitants, and is the centre of inland 
commerce of Europe and Asia. 
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attended his steps, many thousands fled from 
the city in all directions, and hut few reiiiaiiied 
to witness the entry of the French. 

The enemy on gaininc; possession of Moscow* 
committed the jireatesl harharitii's—tlie citv was 
given lip to pillage, and sci’iies the most di iho- 
lical and stnia:ninarv ensued.—.Main of the Hus- 
sians set fire to their houses and perished in the 
flames, to avoid the barharities oi (he enemy.— 
Very shortly after the entry of the Frem h a ge¬ 
neral conflagration .spread throughout the city: 
and here commenced a scene* to describe w hich 
history has no language, poetry no pencil. 


* Schillerj in his history of the “ Thirty years H'ar,” gives 
the follouiin"picture of the horrible massacre an:l ulrointies 
committed on the tahinr of Magilebtii " in ilJay I(i:H ; 
atrocities only paralleled by those of the French at Moscow 

tn IB12. 

"Neither tlie iniioceiioc of cliiUlhood, aor the dtliility of 
old age; neither yoiitli, sex, licauly, nor condition, could 
disarm the fury of the eonijtierors. Wivo were iilitiscd in 
the arms of their hui.liands, daughters at the fid of their 
parents, and tlie defenceless sex was cxjiosed to the ilouble 
sacrifice of virtue and lift-; no situation, however sacred or 
elevated, was exempt from insult. Fifty-three dead bodies of 
women who had been lieheaded xveri' found in tin- eatliedral; 
the Croats amused themselves in throwing < liildren into the 
flames; Pappenheini’s Walloons in iiiurderiiig infants at the 
breast Some otBcers of the Catholic league, shocked at 
those frightful .scenes, intreated Tilly to stop the eflhsion of 
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Opinions are much divided as to the origin of 
the fire. Buonaparte has persevered in accu- 

blood. “ Return in an hour,” was his stem answer, “ I 
will then sec what is to be done; the soldier must have some 
reward for his toils.” The massacre lasted with incessant 
fury until the smoke and flames interrupted the plunderers. 
To augment the co\ifvision, and prevent the resistance qf the 
inhabitants, the town had been set on fire in different quarters; 
a storm arose, which spread the flames with rapidity, and 
soon made them universal. The horrors of the scene were 
augnienled by the dead bodies, falling ruins, and streams of 
blood; the atmosphere was heated, and the intenseness of the 
vapour at length compelled the conquerors to take refuge in 
their camp. In less than twelve hours this strong, populous, 
and extensive city, one of the finest in Germany, lay in ashes, 
with the exception of tw'o churches and a few houses. 
The administrator, Christian William, afler receiving a 
number of wounds, was taken prisoner, together with three 
burgomasters. A number of brave officers and magistrates 
were killed. The avarice of the Imperial officers spared four 
hundred of the citizens from the slaughter, to obtain from 
them an exorbitant ransom. Even this piece of humanity, 
which made them appear guardian angels in comparison with 
the Austrians, was principally shown by the officers of the 
league. Scarce was the fury of the flames diminished, when 
the Imperialists returned to continue the pillage amid the 
ruins and ashes; several of them were suffocated in the smoke; 
many obtained rich booty in the cellars, where the inhabitants 
had concealed their most valuable effects. On the 1 dth ofMay 
Tilly himself appeared in the town. Horrible was the scene 
which presented itself to humanity 1 the living crawling from 
under the dead; children wandering about with heart-rend¬ 
ing cries, calling for their parents; infants sucking at the 
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sing the Russians of having set the city on fire, 
and many conceive that Rastapchin gave the or¬ 
der froin.a patriotic motive ; wishinji; to deprive 
the enemy of shelter in a winter’s campaign, and 
apprehending that liis possession of Moscow 
might induce the Eni|)erorto negociate, in order 
to secure it from ruin. On the otlu-r hand, it is 
argticd that no individual, sovereign or sul»j«*ct, 
would dare to resort to such a step, hy which 
hundreds of thousands wert' dt voted to beggary 
and destruction, aiul that neither humanity or 
policy could justity it.—Again, it is armied, 
that it was the interest of the French to preserve 
and not to destroy a city which afi’orded a win¬ 
ter station for am army, and that Buonaparte 
himself would be anxious to retain that, of 
which the threatened destruction would enable 
him to negociate with advantage. 

Be it as it mav, the destruction of Moscow 
may be considered, in a great degree, as having 
preserved the Russian empire. It deprived the 
French army of cover, it removed a motive, 
which might have led the Kmperor Alexander 


dteSd bodies of their mother)* ! Aliove jiix thousand slain were 
tfantwn into the Elbe to clear the streets; a mueh g^reater 
Humber were consumed by ttie flames. The entire amount 
of the-Maugbtered was calculated at thirty thousand. 
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to listen to terms of peace, and it increased the 
general animosity of the Russians against the 
French, to a pitch which knew no further 
bounds. 

Two residences in Moscow belonging to the 
Governor Rastapehin w'ere destroyed, yet this 
patriotic character, on the approach of the enemy, 
set fire with his own hands to his country-seat 
at Voronovo, to prevent their gaining possession 
of it. This was a most superb mansion, on 
w'hich its possessor had laid out immense sums 
of money. The following letter was written 
and left by him on the occasion. 

“ I have for eight years established this 
country-house, and I have lived happy in it in 
the bosom of my family. The inhabitants of 
this estate, to the number of 1720, quit it at your 
approach ; and 1 set fire to my house that it may 
not be polluted by your presence. Frenchmen, I 
have abandoned to you my two Moscow houses 
with furniture, w'orth half a million of roubles ; 
here you will only find ashes. 

COUNT FEDOR RASTAPCHIN. 

Count Rastapehin settled those peasants who 
did not enter the army, on his property more re¬ 
mote from the theatre of war. 
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Buonaparte, however, w'ho, without a shadow 
of reasonable pretence, invaded the Russian em¬ 
pire, and.seized its capital, now dared, in impious 
mockery of the forms of justice, to bring to trial, 
condemn and execute, three hundred Russian 
subjects, charging it on them as a crime, that 
they ol)eyed the orders of their Sovereign, in de¬ 
stroying property which would otherwise have 
fallen into the hands of an enemy. This was 
one of the most atrocious acts of tyranny that 
history records.—In this most flagrant denuncia¬ 
tion of vengeance against all those who, in their 
opposition to the irruptions of the Freru’h, shall 
resort to the means in their pow'er of crippling 
their advance—in this fresh and atrocious out¬ 
rage ujx)n the laws of Nature and of Nations, 
was another appeal to the remaining energies of 
the Continental states. 

In a report to the Emperor Alexander, General 
Kulusoff gives the following account of the 
causes which compelled him to let tin* enemy 
enter Moscow'. 

“ After the sanguinary though victorious 
battle fought by your .Majesty’s troops on the 
26th of August (Sept. 7), I vvas obliged to leave 
my position near Borwlino, for reasons of which 
1 have already had the happiness to*infi>rm your 
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Majesty. After that battle the armies were 
much weakened. Under such circumstances we 
approached Moscow, having daily much fighting 
with the enemy’s advanced>guard. The rein¬ 
forcements which I hoped to meet with, had not 
yet arrived. The enemy formed two new co¬ 
lumns, one on the Borosk, and the other on 
the ZM’enigorod roads, with the view of acting 
against my reserve near Moscow. In conse¬ 
quence of this 1 could not risk another battle, the 
issue of which would not only have been de¬ 
structive to the army, but would have reduced 
Moscow to ashes. In this truly lamentable si¬ 
tuation, and after consulting my Generals, 
amongst whom there were some of a different 
opinion, I was compelled to let the enemy enter 
Moscow, out of which all the valuables, the 
stores in the arsenals, and almost all other pro¬ 
perty, imperial or private, were previously con¬ 
veyed, and scarcely a single inhabitant remained 
in the town. 1 take the liberty most humbly to 
represent to your Majesty, that the entrance of 
the enemy into Moscow, is not yet the annihila¬ 
tion of the empire. I am making a movement 
with my army towards the Toula road.—This 
will enable me to keep open my communications 
with the neighbouring governments.—Any other 
measure would have prevented this, and also 
have separated me from the armies of Tormozoff 



and Tchichagoff. 1 must confess that the aban¬ 
donment of the capital is very hard; but consi¬ 
dering the advantages which may accrue to us 
from it, and particularly the preservation of our 
armies, it is no longer to be lamented : and I now 
proceed to occupy, with my forces, a line, by 
which 1 shall command the roads leading to 
ToUla and Kalouga, annoy the whole line of the 
enemy extending from Smolenzk to Moscoav, 
and be enabled to cut off all reinforcements 
marching to join him from the rear. By thus oc¬ 
cupying the attention of the enemy, 1 hope to 
compel him to leave Moscow, and to change his 
whole line of operations. 

“ General Winzingerode has received orders 
from me to post himself on the Tw’er * road, and 
to detach a regimentof Cossacks, on that to Y'ar- 
raslafl', to protect the inhabitants from being mo¬ 
lested by small botlics of the enemy. I am at no 
great distance from Moscow, and as soon as I 
have collected my trof)ps, 1 can with confidence 

*T«er ii a very pleasing town, it Ijoasts an excellent weiety, 
and 'many places of public ainuscnient, which are well cuii- 
(locuxl, and render Uic place viry attractive. Catherine the 
.Stik founded an academy here in 1799, for the education of 
the children of the nobles, which institution admits 350 stu¬ 
dents. There is also an ecclesiastical seminary under the in- 
s[iection cifthe Archbishop, and a convent. 
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await the approach of the enemy. As long as 
the army of your Imperial Majesty is entire, and 
animated with its known courage and geal, the 
loss of Moscow is not yet the loss of the empire. 
For the rest, your Majesty may be assured that 
this event is the necessary consequence of the 
loss of Smolenzk.” 

At the battle of Borodino, in the previous ope¬ 
rations, and iii the immediate movements which 
succeeded, the Russian cavalry was inferior in 
number to the French, but very superior in 
composition.—The Russian artillery was in ex¬ 
cellent order, and very numerous, there being 
upwards of 600 pieces with the army, although 
not much more than 200 were brought into ac¬ 
tion at Borodino. 


The position taken up by Kutusoff was nearly 
twenty miles beyond Moscow, near Podolsk and 
Wakadesk. The fall of Moscow did not intimi¬ 
date Alexander: it produced in him a more 
fixed determination to persevere, and refuse 
eveiy overture to negociate either direct or in¬ 
direct, and by a most animating proclamation 
which he immediately after issued, he endea- 
voured to inspire his subjects with sentiments 



94 


equally noble.—-In it he observes, “ When the 
oppressed could look to us for an example and a 
stimulus, shall we shrink from the high commis¬ 
sion ? No; we bow before the hand that 
anoints us to be the leaders of the nations in the 
cause of freedom and of virtue.” 

Soon after his arrival at Moscow, Buonaparte 
dispatched the French CJeneral Lauriston to the 
Russian Coramander-in-Chief with the view of 
opening a negociation. The following is a 
minute of tliesingularandentertaining conference 
that took place. 

Lauriston was received by Prince Kutusoff 
in the midst of all his Cienerals.—He opened 
the conference by saying, that he had l)een sent 
to demand an armistice, and to beg the Prince 
to transmit to his Majesty a letter from Buona¬ 
parte, which would contain proposals for peace, 
in order to cause the cessation of that horrible 
effusion of blood, which had been shed with so 
much desperation and barbarity. 

The Prince re])lied, that he was not authorised 
to receive any proposal either tor peace or ar¬ 
mistice; and that unquestionably he would not 
receive any letter addressed to his Majesty ; that, 
besides, it was his duty to declare that the Rus- 
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sian army was in possession of too many ad¬ 
vantages to throw them away by an armistice of 
which it had no need. 

Lauriston-observed, that the war must one 
day come to a termination, for it could not last 
for ever, especially in the barbarous manner in 
which it was conducted. 

Prince Kutusoflf replied, that barbarism had 
been introduced into hostilities by the French 
revolutionists, and followed up to the greatest 
extent by Buonaparte himself. It was true, that 
the war could not be eternal, but peace could 
never be talked of till the French were beyond 
the Vistula. That Russia had not provoked the 
war; for the Emperor, by falling with all his 
forces on the magazines* and troops in Poland, 
might have annihilated all the preparations of 
Buonaparte on the other side of the Vistula, be¬ 
fore he was in readiness to commence it; but his 
Majesty wished neither to disturb the existing 
tranquillity, nor to be the aggressor, and to the 
last hoped to preserve peace: that Buonaparte 
had entered Russia even without a declaration 
of w'ar, and devastated a great part of the empire: 
that he had nothing to do but to get out of Mos¬ 
cow' how he could, since he came thither without 
being invited ; while, on our side, it became our 
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duty to do him as much mischief as possible: 
that when he proclaimed the campaign termi¬ 
nated at Moscow, the Russians viewed it as only 
commencing; if he did not know this already, 
he sliould soon be taught it by experience. 

Lauriston.—“ Since, then, there is no hope 
of peace, it will doubtless be necissarv to march ; 
but in departing, it will again be necessary to 
shed the blood of men who arc always brave, 
since your armies are marching on all sides.” 

“ I again repeat to you,” replied the Prince, 
“you of course will adopt such measures as you 
can, in order to get ofl',—and we to prevent you. 
For the rest, the time will come, perhaps, when 
We may arrange matters for your departure, should 
that be the only subject of discussion.” 

Lauriston still uttered complaints with regard 
to the bitterness and fury which had been ex¬ 
cited in the people, in ord*'r to banish all hope 
of accommodation, by attributing to the French 
the conflagration and ruin of Moscow, while the 
inhabitants themselves were the authors of that 
calamity. 


The Prince replied, that it was the first time 
he had ever heard of complaints being made 
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agiiiiist the enthusiasm and devotion to their 
country, of a whole people who defended their 
homes against an enemy by whom the}'^ were 
attacked, and who, by so doing, had excited that 
animosity and fury now complained of, but 
which, on the contrary, could not be too highly 
a})preciated and extolled. “ With regard to the 
burning of Moscow,” said the Prince, “ I am 
too o'd,—I have had too much experience in 
war, and possessed too much of the confidence 
of the llussian people, not to be daily and hourly 
informed of what w'as passing in Moscow. I 
myself ordered the destruction of some maga¬ 
zines; but from the arrival of the French at 
^Moscow, the Russians destroyed nothing but the 
stores of the Cartwrights, when you adopted the 
resolution of seizing them, by distributing the 
<‘arriages at your pleasure : the inhabitants caused 
very few conflagrations. You proceeded sys¬ 
tematically in the destruction of that capital, 
fixing the particular days, and marking out the 
quarters which were to be set on fire at fixed 
periods. I have had an exact account of the 
M'hole; it has been followed with precision ; 
and one proof that it was not the inhabitants 
who ruined Moscow is, that you destroyed with 
cannon-shot the houses, and other edifices, 
built with too much solidity, hurling balls 
against them amidst the flames. Undoubtedly 
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we shall endeavour to revenge ourselves.—Our 
conference is closed.” 

Certainly Lauriston had no reason to be 
satisfied with its issue. The French had been 
long accustomed to arrange matters of tliis sort 
in a iiic-a-ttte, or by an amicable interview; 
but here more than thirty persons were witnesses, 
on the one hand, of the dignity of the Russian 
Marshal, and on tlu; other, of the crafty conduct 
ofCieneral Lauriston. 

The folloKin<r is sUilt d to he the sketch of a 
eonversatioH hetwnn Murat and (Jcneral 
Miloradovilch, ichich took place at the ad¬ 
vanced posts of the flimiun and French armies, 
on the Wth October 

After the usual comfdinients— 

Mural —Are you informed, (ieneral, of the 
excesses committed by your Cossacks ? They 
fire upon tlu; foragers whom 1 send out in dif¬ 
ferent directions—(■veil your peasants, supported 
by them, massacre our insulated hussars. 

Miloradovilch —I am delighted that the Cos¬ 
sacks strictly obey the orders given them. It 
is also most satisfactory for me to leswii, from your 
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Majesty’s mouth, that our peasants shew them¬ 
selves worthy of the name of Russians. 

Murat —It is contrary to all the hitherto re¬ 
ceived rules of war; and from this harsh state of 
things, I shall be compelled to send out columns 
to the right and left, to protect the foragers.* 

Miloradovilch —So much the better. Sire: my 
officers complain of having been three weeks in 
inaction. They burn with impatience to take 
cannon, colours— 

Murat —But why seek to erabittertwo nations, 
formed to esteem each other in so many respects } 

Miloradovitch —My officers and myself are 
ready to give you all possible marks of our 
esteem; but. Sire, your foragers are always taken, 
and the columns which you may send to the 
right and left, to protect them, shall be beaten. 

Murat —You are passionate in words. General, 
but words do not beat an enemy. Cast your 
eye on the map; you will there see the country 
we have conquered, and how far we have pene¬ 
trated. 

Miloradovitch —Charles XII. penetrated still 
farther: he reached Pultowa. 
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Murat —The French army has been constantlv' 
victorious. 

Miloradovitch —Hut we have never fought 
except at Borodino. 

yiurat —That victory opened to us the gates 
of Moscow. 

Miloradovitch —i beg your pardon, Sire, Mos¬ 
cow was abandoned to you. 

Mural —At any rate we are masters of your 
ancient and immense capital. 

Miloradovitch —Yes,Sire, audit is an afflicting 
thought to every Russian, to myself in particidar; 
I did evtTV thing for the. salvation of Moscow. 
Russia has made to you an immense sacrifice ; 
but she already begins to reap the acivantages 
attached to it. 

Murat —How ? 

Miloradocitch —I perceive that Napoleon has 
sent Lauriston toour (Jenenil-in-Chief, to treat 
of peace. 1 know that your soldiers are reduced 
to satisfy themselves for sixty hours, with what 
is scar«-ely sufficiciil to support a man for twenty- 
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Murat —^The passports sent to you were a 
farce. 

Miloradovitch (continuing)—I see that the 
King of Naples has come to General Milorado¬ 
vitch to beg quarter for his foragers, and to set 
on foot a sort of negociation to calm the soldiers. 

Murat (piqued)—My visit was purely acci¬ 
dental ; and I meant only to inform you of abuses 
committed by your troops. Want of discipline 
is a great misfortune to an army: it has often 
been its ruin. 

Miloradovitch —But in that case you ought 
rather to encourage it. Precious want of disci¬ 
pline, which makes us shoot the French foragers. 

Murat —You greatly deceive yourself with 
regard to our position. Moscow is abundantly 
supplied with every thing: we expect immense 
reinforcements, which are already”^ on their road, 

Miloradovitch (laughing)—Do you, then, 
think us farther removed from oiir reinforce¬ 
ments than you are from your’s ? 

Murat —1 have also to complain on a very 
essential point: I appeal. General, to your 
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justice, and your sense of equity—you have 
twice fired on our flags of truce. 

Miloradovitch —Sire, we want not to hear of 
parleys. ^Ve want to fight, and not to negociate. 
Take your measures accordingly. 

M»rai —What! at that rate I am not safe 
even here. 

MUoradovilvh —You would run a risk. Sire, by 
coming a second time ; hut to-day 1 shall have 
the honour oi' accompanying jou myself as far 
as your videltes. 

The General here called for his lif»rse; and 
Murat, struck with wliat passed, observed, that 
he had never lu'ard of such a mode of making 
war. The General replied, he must have heard 
of it in Spain; and tliis unexpected retort in¬ 
duced Murat to change tlu' conversation, and 
politely ask the General, where he had first 
served in that capacity r 

Miloradocitcli —Surely France must still recol¬ 
lect the campaign of Suwarrolf, in Italy. I had 
the honour tlieo'often to command the advanced- 
guard of the Generalissimo. 
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Murat and the General then separated, after 
shortly conversing aI)out the death of Prince 
Bragation. 


In the meantime the troops under the com¬ 
mand of Lieut.-Gen. Witgenstein incessantly ha¬ 
rassed the enemy: he detached cavalry upon ex¬ 
peditions to divers places, and even into his rear, 
all which were successful; but above all others, 
anexpedition which he sent outto clear thecircles 
of Gorodezk and Polotzk from the marauders, 
succeeded in an eminent manner, and destroyed 
the magazines of provisions which the enemy 
had established. This was under the command 
of the Cossack Colonel Rodionoff, and con¬ 
sisted of 200 Cossacks of his own regiment, and 
a detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel Nepci- 
zyn, of three squadrons of dragoons from the re¬ 
giments of Jamburg, Riga, and Ingcrmaulend. 
On the 20th of September they passed through 
Shclzy, with intent to cut off all parties and pat- 
roles from the road which has been lately made 
there. On the road near to Shelzy they fell in 
with an enemy’s party of SO men of the horse 
yagers of the 23d and 24'th regiments, ^vho were 
going to Swino, to receive the provisions col¬ 
lected there by the Commissary at War. This 
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small party was, by command ofColonel Rodio- 
nolF, instantly attacked by the Cossacks, who 
killed above ‘10, and took 21 men, and their 
Commanding Officer. 

‘Colonel Rodionoff hereupon immedialely sent 
a large foraging party to .'>\vino, to take the enemy 
and'provisions at that place, which was likewise 
punctually ped'onned by ti»e Commanding Offi¬ 
cer, who on his arrival there took three Com¬ 
missaries at War, ami some privates, and found 
about 2000 measures of flour, m IucIi he (not 
having any waggons to bring it away) totally 
spread about, and threw into the water, so that 
not tlie least part of it was left for the ('iiemy. 
In expectation of this. Colonel Hodionoff had 
remained at .Shelzy, from whence lie now% at 
midnight, <leparted for Kosjany, as he knew that 
there was a considerable number of light cavalry 
at that place. The difficulties of the road wen- 
very great, occasionc-d by its crossing streamlets, 
morasses, and woods, in many jiarts of which the 
road was cut U]!; but all these diHicultiescould 
not.detain the Russian Marriors, Near tin- vil¬ 
lage of (ioroAatno thev weren-ccivctl with a fire 
of musketry from an enemy’s detachment of 
300 men, in ambush, coinrnamled by a lieute¬ 
nant* and a Commis.sary at War, but their fire 
was unsuccessful^ and the Russian detachment 
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surrounded the village, broke into it, threw 
themselves on the enemy, and cut several of 
them down; the remainder set fire to the stores 
they had with them, and hid themselves in the 
wood. 

This gallant detachment afterwards proceeded 
on the way to Kosjany, and arrived there ou.the 
21st, about an hour before day-break. The 
enemy, relying on his force being so much su¬ 
perior, and on his advantageous position, pre¬ 
pared to force them back. His piquets, which 
wen* placed in the wood, and could not be sur¬ 
rounded, had given information of the arrival of 
the troops. Although, by these precautions, the 
attack was dangerous, yet the Russians deter¬ 
mined on making it, and one of the most intelli¬ 
gent officers, after having made his approach 
with the detachments, was directed to cut off 
the enemy’s road to I’olotzk. Another part of 
the Cossacks were to throw themselves impe¬ 
tuously on the Field-Guards, cut their way 
through them, and take possession of the road 
leading to Vitepsk. The Lieutenant of the 
Quarter-Master’s Staff, Parentzoff, was directed 
to guard the bridge over the river Obela, in or¬ 
der to cut off the enemy’s retreat to Gorodka, 
and not suffer those in the village on the other 
side the river to come to their assistance. The 
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Lieutenant-Colonel of Artillerj', Ncpeizyn, who 
had three squadrons of dragoons under his com¬ 
mand, was to leave one sciuadrou and some Cos¬ 
sacks behind as a reserve; and with two squa¬ 
drons and the rest of the Cossacks charge the 
centre of the enemy at full gallop, as being th«! 
strongest part of his position.—'I'his he per¬ 
formed in the most exemplary manner; he led 
the squadrons on, and personally cut into the 
enemy’s front, threw six squadrons into disorder, 
and routed them. Major lJuktowitch, of the 
Jamburg regiment of dragoons, likewi.se greatly 
signalized himself on this occasion. 

Although, by reason of the day not being 
quite broke, the dispositions of Colonel llodio- 
noff could not be executed ([uite a<’cnrately, yet 
nothing could resist the valour of the Russians. 
The enemy’s front, which consisted entir(>ly of 
French troops, couhl not stand tlu;irattack: they 
fell into di-sorder, and Ib-d with the greatest ce¬ 
lerity on all sides; but they found that all the 
roads were already in the possession ol the Rus¬ 
sian troops, and thus the numerous bodies of the 
enemy were forced to endeavour to find an otitlet 
towardsPolotzk. Even here hewas pursuedwith 
almost the speed of lightning by Count Witgen- 
stein^a whole force, which had attacked him in 
centre, as well as by those who had cut him 
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off from the roads of Polotzk and Vitepsk, for 
the distance of nearly seven wersts. 

The enemy lost eight officers ancl upwards of 
400 men killed on the field of battlp, and in the 
pursuit. The whole road was covered with the 
enemy’s dead bodies, and men mortally wounded. 
The 3d light regiment of the enemy’s cavalry 
was totally cut to pieces, and the other detach¬ 
ments of cavalry which were attached to it like¬ 
wise suffered very great loss. Besides this, the 
Russians made prisoners in all these engage¬ 
ments, Lieutenant-Colonel Tinel, of the 3d light 
regiment of cavalry, 2 captains, 2 lieutenants, 4 
commissaries at war, and 184 private soldiers. 

The armies of the Emperor Alexander were 
now every day receiving: fresh accessions of 
strength, tvhilc the situation of Buonaparte be¬ 
came more and more precarious, and his com¬ 
munications on the side of Smolenzk menaced 
by a formidable force of 100,000 men, under 
Tormozoff and Tchichagoff; and on the«Dwina 
a victorious army under General Witgenstein. 
The arrival of his army in Moscow^ was an event 
which Buonaparte had regarded as the terminal 
tion of his labours, and the completion of his 
ambitious hopes; but he early perceived his si¬ 
tuation perilous in the extreme, and how egre- 
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giously he had failed in his schcnae of tyranny, 
conquest, and ambition. 

Almost immediately after entering Moscow, 
Napoleon sent a message to the Emperor Alex¬ 
ander, couched in the most amicable and even 
familiar terms. He therein stated, “ that there 
tvas nothing he desired more than to renew his 
friendship with the emperor, for whom he had 
ever cherished the highest esteem, and with 
whose personal wishes he should at all times be 
happy to comply; that had Alexander requested 
him not to enter Moscow, lie woukl not have 
entered it; that he was even now ready to quit 
the spot, and retire to Viaziua, if such was the 
desire of a Sovereign whom he was anxious to 
oblige. In short, that if Alexander tlesireil 
peace, he had only to say so, and peace shonid 
that instant be concluded.”—This bait would 
have taken with almost any individual .sooner 
than with the Emperor of Kussia. He well re¬ 
membered the fawning looks, the flattering 
words,* the feigned humility of Tilsit, and he felt 
that it was not for Sintm to betray a second Troy. 
Buonaparte, however, published his pacific pro¬ 
posals throughout the country around Moscow, 
and made every exi rtion to induce the flying in¬ 
habitants to return to their homes, but without 
effect. 
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The following is an intercepted letter written 
by Buonaparte to the Duke of Bassano, from 
Moscow, and dated the 16 th of Octobar. 

“ Duke of Bassano,—I have with me at this 
place two Prussian regiments, which have dis¬ 
tinguished themselves in the advanced-guard of 
the Grand Army, but which, as may be expected, 
have sulfered severely: might not the King of 
Prussia relieve these two regiments by two 
others, fresh and well mounted? The former 
could then return to Prussia, and become fit for 
service again. The King would be a gainer by 
this arrangement in every respect, since there 
would not then be occasion to make such an 
immediate expenditure to remount these regi¬ 
ments, and it would besides add to the number 
of his skeleton regiments which have been disci¬ 
plined and practised in grand manoeuvres. I 
have given to the Prussian contingent its natural 
direction, by sending it to Riga; but I should 
wish greatly that the aid of my 7th division was 
no longer necessary in that quarter. I wish to 
know, therefore, frdin the King of Prussia, whe¬ 
ther he would not make an augmentation of 
1000 cavalry and 6000 infantry, which might 
proceed to Riga, and take the place of the 7th 
division: the King may easily draw' these troops 
from Koningsberg, Colberg, and Grandenz, and 
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thus they could arrive in a few days. These 
last would be replaced by those which mifjht be 
drawn from a greater distance, by rendering ef¬ 
fective some skeleton regiments, or ord<Ting 
troops from Silesia; in this manner the King of 
Prussia would form a cordon of 4000 cavalry 
and 90,000 infantrv. 

“ It will be an easy matter for you to make 
him comprehend that it is his own interest that 
this war should be terminated quickly; because, 
in the meantime, he must be greatly inconve¬ 
nienced by this struggle; and that there is only 
one effectual way of bringing the same to a ter¬ 
mination, which is. to sin w to Ktissia, by the 
powerful means which the Ihnperor possesses 
of recruiting his armies, not mily in his own 
states, but by the succours furnished by his al- 
lies, that the hoix's she cherishes of ruining the 
army are void of foundation, and perfect!}' il¬ 
lusory. 

“ The same language tniislbeheld to Austria, 
the sann- to Bavaria, at Stutgard, and every 
where else. 1 not only d(;sire that reinforce¬ 
ments be sent to me, but 1 also wish that their 
forc^ may be exaggerated; and that those Sove¬ 
reigns do order to be inserted in their Gazettes, 
not only the great number of troops which they 
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send off, but that also they double the number 
in their statements; and it is to be well under¬ 
stood, that the Prussian corps at present at Me- 
mel is not to be included in these reinforce¬ 
ments. I pray God to take you into his holy 
keeping. 

(Signed) “ NAPOLEON.” 

Buonaparte, at this period, laboured to per¬ 
suade the world that he was well accommodated 
and amply supplied in his positions, though at 
tile same time he laboured, no less assiduously, 
to improve his accommodations*, and to aug- 

As the French army advanced, battalions of carpenters, 
masons, joiners, iic. followed, tor tlie purpose of building 
new towns and v illages; many hundreds of gardeners also had 
been put in reipiisilion in (.icrmariy, particularly in Saxony; 
and the desarts of Asi.i were already m idea transformed into 
orcliariis, jilantations, and kitchen-gardens, &c. The Em¬ 
peror could not, however, unfortunately, commence building 
new towns and villages, during his short stay at Moscow, and 
the desarts remained desarts. The gardeners intended to dig, 
plough, and sow, plundered and devastated the flourishing, 
beautiful gardens of Moscow, and bivouac’d in orange-woods, 
which they afterwards set fire to.—Tlie masons and carpen¬ 
ters intended to build, were obliged to work at the mines> 
which were to blow up the old and venerable walls of the 
Kremlin: thus was the original intention for which these me¬ 
chanics and artists had been destined reversed: nor less won¬ 
derful was the change in the fate of the whole army, and the 
plans of its great commander, so that the result of this cam- 



ment his supplies. The sjroat dcfirc lie enter¬ 
tained to cqnceal any disasters his* armies should 
experience, was rendered more evident by an 
order published under his direction in all the de¬ 
partments ot-' Westphalia, on the 1st of August, 
by virtue of which, every individual who talked 


paign may be very ju^tly called a reverse; and it was, per¬ 
haps, under the impression of a prc-scntimenl of such a finale 
to the campaign, that ^larshal llerihier cxprc<std bimstif in 
the following words to the King of Weslplialia, in a litter of 
the 4th of July (New Style).—“ A.-, ymi. Sire, understand 
every instruction which i, given you in an o])]u>sitc sense, it 
cannot fail but every thing must be revei'scil.”—It will not be 
denied that the Marshal could pronhecy w ith great accuracy 
and read the events of futurity bitter tInin Napoleon, wl'.o 
in the mysterious book of fate had already discovered tlie 
destruction of Russia, which discovt ry he eoiiimunicaied to 
all iturope. 

After the destruction of Moscow , lluonaiiarte inade a l enui- 
sitioii for 2500 arti.saiis from Pari-.—.An aiebiuil, who had 
arrived only a short time at NVilna, reeiindaii order in the 
Intginning of October to collect all c.u'j»eiilcrs, masons, jiain- 
ters, fee. ii;c. Kc. belonging to the army, ami to helake hniisclf 
with thetri, without delay to .Moscow.— 'I'ln- architect made 
yireparation for the jouriu y with every jio-sible dispatch and 
ec/fii: lie every where reported that lit was called upon to 
rtimild Moscow, and many envied his great appointinenl.— 
At length the architect commenced his journey, but on 
reajcliing Minsk, he ai(d all lii.s companions fell into the hands 
of the Cos.sacks, and he has now time to consider the best 
plan for the structure which he was to execute. 
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concerning intelligence respecting the situation 
of the armies in the North, unless such intelli¬ 
gence was official, or published in the. Journals 
authorised by the Government, was immedi¬ 
ately to l)e arrested, subjected to ^n examina¬ 
tion, and remain in prison till he stated who 
transmitted the news to him. 

Impf.'dod in his efforts by the Generals Win- 
zingerode and Kiitusoff, on the north and on 
the south, al'ier throwing two large bodies of 
7000 men each on the northern road, he at¬ 
tempted a decisive blow on the south, by rein- 
turciiig tilt'advanced-guard under Murat (which 
had inanrruvred in that direction for above three 
weeks) to l.'),()00 men. It was intended that 
\ ietor, witli his corps from Smolcnzk, should 
join .Murat; luit Kutusoff judiciously antici¬ 
pated this movement, by attacking the latter, 
who was too far from Moscow to receive timely 
support I'rom the main lU'my. 

On the 18th of October Field-Marshal Kulu- 
soff learnt that the corps of Victor had quitted 
Smolcnzk to reinforce the Grand Army. He 
had been joiiual by (i0,()00 recruits, and there¬ 
fore immediately resolved to attack the ad¬ 
vanced-guard, under the orders of Murat, on 
the river Tschernestina, being 45,000 strong, in 

VOL. I. I 
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face of the Russian troops, in order to defeat the 
same before the junction of Victor, and before 
Napoleon could supf>ort him with the main 
body of his army. The Russian main army ad¬ 
vanced from Tarushina to the Nara in several 
columns, which were followed by the right wing 
on the Ibllowina: night. All tlu-se troops crossed 
the Nara, undiT the command of Cleneral Bcn- 
ningson. who had proved himself of gn-at serv ice, 
to Kutusoff, by his cordial rn-opi-ration. whilst 
the remainder of the army followid his move¬ 
ments by the main road. llefore day-bn-ak 
these troops had reached the appointed [ila<T, 
together with the i>d, ,]d, and -Ith corps of infan- 
trv’; they passed, in the same order, through a 
forest, from which they riisijed upon the eiiemv. 
The Co.ssaeks, under the command of ('onnt 
Orlofl-Denisofi', wIk) had almost turned the 
enemy’s left wing, and wen- ieint<>rc(.‘d by seve¬ 
ral corps of cavalry, umler (uneral Miller-Za- 
komelsky, with the 2d. ;3d, and 4th eorps of 
infantry, tell upon the unguarded eiuiny with 
such impetuosity, that the latur «-onld not 
maintain his position for any hmgth of time; 
but very soon betook himself to iliglit; the light 
troops pursiKfd hiin with artillery, lieavy ca¬ 
valry, and infantry, as far as the borough of 
V’bronova. -The enemy’s los.v, on that day, was 
lOUO prisoners and about 2oU0 killed, u standard 
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of honour belonging to a regiment of cuirassiers, 
38 pieces of cannon, 40 ammunition waggons, 
and the whole of their baggage, inchjd'mg that 
of the King of Naples, taken. The loss of thp 
Russians, only 300 men, was enManced by that 
of the brave Lieutenant-General Baggavout,>vho 
fell at the beginning of the battle. General 
Benningson also received a slight wound fiom a 
shot, which, however, did not prevent him fron^ 
continuing in the command, even until the purr 
suit. This victory, however, was but the prcr 
lude to events of still greater importance.— 
Prince Poniatowski, who commanded the 5th 
corps of the French army, was wounded, and 
Generals .loinville, Moncey, and Daru, w'ere 
made prisoners. The loss of the French cannon 
was in great measure owing to the weather 
being uncommonly bad, and the roads so cut 
up, as to be almost impassable. The horses of 
the French cavalry, from want of forage, and 
not being inured to the climate, were feeble, and 
scarcely fit for service, vyhilst the Russian hor¬ 
ses were in good condition.—On the following 
day, the 19th, Buonaparte quitted Moscow, 
leaving a garrison in the Kremlin, under the 
command of Mortier. 

On the 22d, the corps under General Win- 
zingerode, who had succeeded to the Prince 



Bvagation's cominaiul, allackod thr rnrmy’s 
out-posts in the city with ^rcat iinp('tuosify, 
and compelled them to retreat: hut in pursuing 
the enemy to the Kremlin, (ieneral B inziime- 
rode .separated from his corps, and hasteiiiMl for¬ 
ward to per.suade flie ho>itile (’ommander to 
cease a useless firimj, which couhl not hinder 
them'from takiin; the town. rids tcnu'rity was 
the cause that this brave and esteemed (h ncral, 
together w ith the Captain of eavalry Narishkin, 
were suddenly seized by a detachment of the 
enetny. which suirered them to come (pdle near, 
without payiii',: any all* iition to llie w bite hand¬ 
kerchiefs which they waved as (la'is <(f truce, and 
tinis they were taken prisoners. llereu[)ou 
General Iloviaskoy pursued the dispo>itions 
wliich Winziiiirerode had pit-viously dire«‘teil; 
took the Kreiidin, and the whole city, iu wide h 
the enemy left his hospitals, eontainin^ not less 
thaii l.j.OOO siek and wounded soldiers, anil a 
great quantity oi'ammunition. 


'I'hp Governor of Kitja, (ieneral Ksseii, had 
now remained for upwards of a month since tin; 
a Hair of the V.id of August, with the I’russiaiis, 
without undertaking any active operation.—The 
position lie had takim up w as Idrnddable, and 
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tlio eu'^iny instead of makins^ any attempt to mo¬ 
lest liini withdrew a })riiicipal part of tiieir forces 
from Mittau. 

In a dispatch of General Essen’:# at this period, ■ 
arc the following- observations. 

The Ereneh have; hitherto confined ^hern- 
selvos to a strict blockade of this fortress ; but 
though their heavy artillery has arrived at Mit¬ 
tau, they do (i(»t make t)reparations to commence 
the siege in form. At present they have ac¬ 
tually I'ortified the positions they hold, as if they 
WOO' alVuid <it'being attacked ; or rather as if we 
a ere the i'H siegors, and they the besieged. I'hey 
exfiect to derive facilities in tlieir approaches 
to til is place froiu the cold weather; but, as I 
am informed that their troops already complain 
of tlie hardships they endure, they ill bo re¬ 
tained with dii’lieulty in the deptli of winter in 
■SO arduous a duty. 

“ 'I'hc Prussian officers whom 1 have made 
prisoners, tell me that they are r€;straiijed from 
quitting the sendee by the threats that their fa¬ 
milies would be imprisoned, tlieir property con- 
fiseatt'd, and themselves outlawed. Both offi¬ 
cers and men have likeavise long anx^ars of 
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pay, which are withheld to hind them to the 
service. 

“ I have rendered (liis loi tress as defensihli* as 
time and circemstanc'es would admit, and am 
determined to defend it to the utmost of my 
power. M'itli the hlessing of (Jod. the t'lu mv 
shall never obtain |>ossession of it, hut find a 
erave beneath its walls. 

“ 1 cannot conelmh' without bearinc: tes¬ 
timony to the eomim t of the Knglish naval ofli- 
eers and scann'ii, our brave allies: they have 
performed the most essential serviei s to his Im¬ 
perial Majesty in this quarter. Tlieir courage 
prompts them to undertaki; the most hazardous 
enterprizes, which tlx’ir skill and foresight ena¬ 
ble them to execute with success. In every 
danger they are forenu>st, and iti every difli< idty 
capable of coutiselling. f have derived great as¬ 
sistance trout them.” 

The movement of the enemy from Mittari 
w’iis no srtoner known to General Essen, than he 
determined on an attempt to take possession of 
it.—His plan of operatiotis succeeded, and 
on the 2yth of September he possessed himsell 
of the town.—Several pieces of oninance atid 
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ammunition, depots of provision, and an abun-' 
dance of furs were found in this place. 

Some gun-boats under the ' command of 
English officers, had accompanied^ a strong divi¬ 
sion of forty Russian boats, besides the launches, 
under the command of Admiral Muller, up the 
river Aa, to co-operate with the military against 
Mittau. * The enemy had withdrawn his troops 
from Scholock and his other posts, on the ap- 
pioach of the boats; they, therefore, did not 
meet with any opposition until they arrived 
within about five miles below Mittau; the enemy 
had there placed three different booms across 
the river, about half a mile distant from each 
other. Within pistol shot of the third boom, 
which was very strong, and well constructed, 
were placed three batteries of four guns each. 
The booms were soon destroyed, and as the 
boats arrived up, the enemy abandoned their po¬ 
sitions with such precipitation, that five twenty- 
four pounders were left in the works.—The flo¬ 
tilla arrived at Mittau about noon. The Prus¬ 
sians retired from Olai upon Bourski, where 
they had about one hundred and twenty pieces 
of cannon intended for the siege of Riga: they 
there received reinforcements on the 29th, which 
Macdonald had sent them from Jacobstadt. 
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Imuunliatoly after the allies heeani" mastt'rs ot’ 
Mittaii. the Prussian (leneral D’Vork din'eled 
Cienerrdd jrawart to adx aiict'on lli-^a, whilsi he 
moved in threat I'orce on Mittan.— l ln- llnssians 
were now ohli^^cd to ahandon the town, and re¬ 
treat in the direction of l{i^j:a. hy which (ieiieial 
Ksseii I'xpeetcd to tali in u itli a division iiiuler 
Lieictcnanf ticiicra! >>teini;cl. \\ lio was iiiainenv- 
rini; in front ol that pail of the ciicins’s aiiiiy 
under tjeiieral (jrawart, wliich was advancing; 
towards KiuM.— I'lie allidl troops ha\ inu' rctir<-d, 
the flotilla left Mittaii on the evi niiiL' ol' the 
3t)th. and after (h-stroyinu a hiid^e which had 
been erected to facilitate the crossing ot’ the 
troops and artillery, arrivetl at Dinamoiid on 
the 0(1 of October.— rill ad\anccd-i.Miard of (ic- 
neral Stein'ocl’s titire. consistinir piiticipally of 
Cossacks, was placed under the (»rders of Ma jor- 
(u in rai \ i liaininotT. at th<- villauc of (iarosseii. 
— The enemy on the Jlst ol' Sefttember com- 
meiiccd a severe allack upon the advanced- 
guard, which was kept up witli the ''reatest 
fury forscv« ral hours—niitlit put an end to the 
coniliet. and the enemy retired from the field. 
—Other afl'aii-s. but of' iiiinor importance, suc¬ 
ceeded, in w liich the allies were partially suc- 
cesttfei. 
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I'iic of l*aiilntrlii was about this pe- 

ti(«t appoiiitcil to tlx- rhief coiiitnaiid at lli^a : 
lx- iiiiirx-diatoly (!nf'rt(d (icfx-ral LevvisJ^^uiove 
with a forps to Kirk^olm. on the ir 4 :ht bank of 
tlx- Dwiiia, tf) [ut-veiit tlx- ciu-mv from inakiii" 
inroads into laNonia, as well as to cover lliga on 
that sid(-. 

rix- followiir^^ is a report of the M-arquis’s 
op' iatxnis to iiis Imperial Majesty, dated from 
lliua. Nove'id.er 1 S. 

In my report oi' tlx- ;]d (loth) November, I 
had the happiness of informmu your Imperial 
Majevly of tlx- takiiiLT ot' the town of Kreuzbnrg', 
by Major Kilatoir. At the same time, I made 
an humble representation of my intention of 
taking possession of tlx- town ol' Krederickstadt; 
it bein:; a p<»int of consequence, from whence 
the t-iK-my miu'lit (-asily make inroads hoth into 
l,i\i»nia and tlte Cloxa-rnment of I’skow. For 
carr\ iiiL? this into etl'ect, agreeably to the plans 1 
had formed, the follow ing has been perform- 
(d 

A detachment from the corps of Lieutenant- 
(h-neial la-wis, consistiiiij of 1,500 men, under 
the command of Major Bojarinofi; attacked the 
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town from the left bank of the Dwina ; whilst 
the troops under Colonel Ridinger attacked it 
from^lio right bank of the same river. To cover 
this attack, and prevent the enemy from assist¬ 
ing the tow;n, another detachment from Lieute¬ 
nant General Lewis’s corps, consisting of KiOO 
men, under the command of Major JelistratotV, 

was detached to make a false attack on WallhotV, 

♦ 

for the purpose of amusing the enemy, and 

taking otV his attention fromFrederickstadt. The 

attack on this town was made on the ;5(i (loth) 

instant, at nine o’clock in the forenoon ; and at 

one o’clock in the afteriK)on, the enemy, after a 

defence rather obstinate, quitted the town, and 

fell back in disorder upon Jacobstadt. He was 

pursued al>out the distance of ten wersts on his 

retreat by Major Bojarinoft. In this ati'air w* 

have taken one olficer, and about 70 privates. 

prisoners. On our side, we may estimate tlu 

loss of all the three detachments at about 160 

men. The dead bodies found in Frederickstadt, 

and round that town, prove the loss of the enemy 

to have been very considerable. 

% 

As 1 had previously supposed, Marshal Mac¬ 
donald detached a considerable reinforcement 
from Misshof to Frederickstadt, which, being 
on.its way opposed by the detachment under 



Major .lelistratoff, attacked him ; but not being 
able to force tlu;ir way past him, could not pre¬ 
vent the capture of Frederickstadt, in ^hich 
fhen^ wer(‘ about !S()() Bavarians, and three squa¬ 
drons of Frussiau cavalry. 

The enemy having for some time past formed 
a plan for fortifying his right flank, he, for this 
purpose, on the morning of the 3d (loth) at¬ 
tacked the detachment of Lieutenant-General 
l.,e\vis, wliii h covered Riga, and endeavoured to 
Ibrce him tt< retreat into the fortifications of that 
city, in orih r therc-bv to cover his right flank, 
and by taking advantage of the river Dvvina 
being frozen, to find means of carrying on his 
operations in my rear. 

i he UK'inv. who had a greater number of 
troops, especially cavalry and artillery, the half 
of which was horse artillery, drove back the ad- 
vaiired-ii'uards posted at the Custom-house, and 
IMankenzeim, and forced them to fall back on 
their own corps. 

Lieutenant-General Lewis left the position he 
Itad hitherto occupied, near to Dalei Church, 
and took another, which was far more advanta- 



gpous for his forres. at thr (>istanoo of thro'' 
worsts fmin his foriuor c!if. 

Tho lormrriiositiou was advaiitaut oi’s to ns. 
on act'ount of iho siirnMiiHliiiu iiiora«s( s ; hot 
this ailvanta::o was !<'>;. asl»< in,.', at thissi ii- 
son of th‘'voar ta iKl'n'-.l hv tlic fnvsr. in soiitf 
nU'asiiro. yiassa’ilc for tho navalrv ; and. oonso- 
quontly. thocorps <»r Iiioiitonaiit-(i( iioral Lowis, 
boiniX 'orv inforior iu oavalrv to tlic oiK iny, 
mitrht easily iiave boon turned: whereas, tiie 
now position, lx inir less extended, stroim by 
means of the defile, and surioiinded with n»p. 
pices, did not perinil the enein\’sea\alrv tc' ;,et 
with otToct. This action, which c<‘ased when 
the niuht came on. was not der isive: and on the 
followin'.; day. beinir the Ith (Idth'. at nine 
o’clock in th(‘ inornine the enemy renewed ins 
attack with a heavy caniionade. Our artillei v. 
by a woll-directi(i fio . soon silenced that of the 
enemy, and our cavalry, having a favourable po- 
sition, althou;;h furiously attacked by that of 
the enemy, repulsed it. and obli^:ed it to retreat; 
which, by the tfood efli.'Ct of our arliih ry, was 
done in s;reat disorder. In such manner all the 
enemy’s attemjits were defeated at every point, 
and he, at 12 o’ch»ek at noon, entirely discon¬ 
tinued his attack, being compelh'd to retire. In 
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tins fiction, the enemy lost about 400 men 
killiil. and 18 were, made prisoners. On 
our side. \vc had about 100 men ki]ied or 
uomnled. 

I |) to this lumr, the troops arc employed in 
(.inyin.: iiiy jilaii into e.xcciition, agreeably to 
ill. '.upi'uine eoininands of your Imperial Ma- 
i'st\ : and. ahiiounh 1 cannot as yet say, that 
. Very thiiiLT has lieen completed according to my 
plan. \ et I nin.;t do justice to the ardent zeal 
ami skilful measures of Lieutenant-(jeneral 
l.ewis, nor can I sniHciently praise the judg- 
UK iit. pnidem and zeal of Major-General Wel- 
jamaiotf. Goloiu'l Uidinger. and Majors Bojari- 
iioif and .b'listratolf. As soon as the move- 
nu nts with regard to this undertaking are finally 
completed. 1 shall have the happiness of trans- 
nntfing a particular report to your Imperial Ma- 
ie<t\. both concerning these movements, as like¬ 
wise mentioning the other staff and chief otii- 
ciis who have signalized themselves in this 
action. 
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Ill the meantime General Coniit IV’itjjensteiii, 
on the 6th of October, had directed LieuUMiant- 
General Prince Yasehvil to attack with his 
detachment the enemy on the siileof the village 
Guravitchne, whilst Lieutenant-General ('oiint 
Stcingel continued his march towards Polotzk, 
on the left bank of the J)wina. 

The enemy’s advanced-guard received him at 
the village Guravitchne, from whence it was 
driven into the lines. The engagement was 
most bloody : it began at six in the morning and 
lasted till night. General Witgenstein kept his 
ground, and compelled the enemy to retn-at 
within his intrenchments, whence he kept up a 
very heavy cannonadi' in all directions. Tin; 
following morning, the 7th, Gejieral Witgenstein 
did not undertake any thing, because he waited 
for the attack of Lieutenant-fJeneral Count 
Steingel on the other side of the Dwina, which 
took place accordingly. He drove the enemy 
from the village of Bononia, and pursued him to¬ 
wards Polotzk. General Witgenstein received 
this intelligence a little before dark, and, in order 
to pit>6t of the situation in which the enemy 
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found himself, he attacked, on the evening of 
the 7th, at five o’clock, and drove him out of 
his strong intrenchments; to which T-mccess 
Lieutenant-General Steingel’s movement greatly 
contributed. 

The enemy now threw himself into the town, 
which is surrounded by a double palisade, where 
he maintained himself nearly the whole night, 
keeping up a constant fijp of musketry on all 
sides from behind the palisades, as w'ell as out 
of the houses. Count Witgenstein gave orders 
for his ordnance to fire upon them with round 
and grape-shot, and at last directed his advanced- 
guard to storm the place in two divisions, the 
first under the command of Major-Generals 
Platoff and Dibsitch, and the other under the 
command of Colonel Ridinger, of the Grodno 
regiment of hussars.—Lieut.-General Cazanove, 
as soon as he perceived that his troops were 
close before Polotzk, threw himself also upon 
the enemy, and was the first who marched with 
them into the town. In this manner, at three 
in the morning of the 8th of Octoberj the place 
was carried. 

The loss of the enemy was extraordinarily 
great; all the places of action were covered witi 
dead bodies, although he had been employed th( 
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whole of the preceding day in carrying wounded 
men to the other side. Marshal Gouvion St. 
Cyr wounded in the leg. 

The Russians took prisoners 4.5 Staff and 
superior offie<’rs, and rank aiul file : ainoiig 
the former we re two Colonels. They also tt»ok 
one piece of cannon, and a considerable ({uanlity 
of provisions in the magazines, which the enemy 
had not time to destroy. 

The enemy’s loss would liave been much 
greater if the Lieutenant-CM'iu ral Count Stt inu'el 
had been able to follow him to I’olotzk ; lnit to 
his great mortification, be was siopiu-d !iy the 
intervention of a superior force, five worsts from 
the town. The loss of the llnssians was not 
inconsiderable; of the (uaierals were woimdid. 
Major General Balk in the head; Princes Si!>ir- 
sky and Gamen, who had slight contusions ; 
Colonel Rott, of the 9(ith Jagers, in the lesr; 
and the Gentleman of the Bedchamber, .Mord- 
vinofl', a Commander in the first Petersburg 
Militia, lost his leg by a cannon-shot. 

On the expulsion of the enemy from Moscow, 
the Emperor Alexander issued the following 
proclamation: 
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Russians !—At length the enemy of our country—^the 
foe of its independence and freedom—^has experienced, 
a portion of that terrible vengeance which his ambitious 
and unprincipled aggression had aroused. From the 
period of his march froih Wilna, his army^ great in num¬ 
bers, assured in valour and discipline, and elated at the 
remembrance of victories gained in other regions, 
threatened no less than the entire subjugation of the 
Russians. The system which we had thought fit to* 
adopt strengthened that confidence. The sanguinary 
battles fought on his route, and which gave him tem¬ 
porary possession of Sinolenzk, flattered liim with all the 
illusions of victory. He reached Moscow, and he be¬ 
lieved himself invincible and invulnerable. He now 
exulted in the idea of reaping the fruit of his toils; of 
obtaining for his soldiers comfortable winter-quarters; 
and of sending out from thence, next spring, fresh forces 
to ravage and burn our cities, make captives of our country¬ 
men, overthrow our laws and holy religion, and subject 
every thing to his lawless will. Vain presumptuous 
hope !—insolent degrading menace 1 A population of 
forty millions, attached to their King and country, and 
devoted to their religion and laws, the least brave man of 
whom is superior to his unwilling confederates and 
victims, cannot be conquered by a heterogeneous force 
which he could muster, even of treble its late amount. 

Scarcely had he reached Moscow, and attempted to 
repose amidst its burning ruins, when he found himself 
encircled by the bayonets of our troops: he then, too 
late, discovered that the possession of Moscow was npt 
the conquest of the kingdom—^that his temerity had led 
VOL. I. K 
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him into a^nare—and that he must ciioose between re¬ 
treat or annihilation. He preferred the former; and 
behold the consequences. 

Russians! the Almighty has heard our wishes, and 
crowned your efforts with success. Every where the 
enemy is in motion: for disorderly movements betrayed 
his apprehensions: gladly would he compound for safety; 
but policy and justice alike demand the tenible infliction. 
The history of his daring must not be told without the 
terrible catastrophe, by which it was attended. A hundred 
thousand men sacrificed to his frantic presumption attest 
your valour and devotion to your country; and must 
deter him from a repetition of his impracticable design. 
Much, however, yet remains to be done, and that i.s in 
your power. Let the line of his retreat be rendered 
memorable by your honest indignation: destroy every 
thing which can be of service to him, and our Commanders 
have orders to remunerate you. Render your bridges, 
your roads, impassable. In fine, adopt and execute the 
suggestions of a brave, wise, and patriotic heart, and 
show yourselves deserving the thanks of your country and 
your sovereign. 

Should the remains of the enemy's force escape to our 
Imperial frontiers, and attempt to winter there, they must 
prepare themselves to encounter alt the rigours of the 
clime and season, and the valorous attacks of our troops : 
thus harassed, exhausted, and defeated, he shall for 
ever be ikodered incapable of renewing his presumptuous 
♦ttemptf 
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General Kutusoff, who, after ,the battle of 
Borodino, was left with little more than half 
the number of Buonaparte, had now collected 
nearly 200,000 men, including the peasants, 
who flocked to his standard, and afforded the 
most essential service in thinning the ranks of 
the flying enemy. This old and valuable offi¬ 
cer possessed the confidence of all ranks of 
people in Russia: his life was a life of approved 
and important services*, and throughout the 
empire his name was synonimous with victory. 

On all the roads there were detached parties, 

* Although he commanded at the battle of Austerlitz, 
from which hia military reputation has unjustly suflfcred in 
Europe, it is but justice to observe, that the fatal event of that 
day is not fairly attributable to him, the whole plan and 
conduct of the battle having been prescribed to him by an 
authority which he could not dispute.—The following note is 
inserted afler the name of this veteran, in the 13tb letter, 2d 
editioti, of a political writer, under the signature of Vetus.— 
“ Kutuso^is chargeable only with the movements which for 
some days preceded the battle of Austerlitz. The honour of 
conducting the battle itself was shared between Alexander 
and an Austrian General. The unfortunate Austrian, to 
whose care so many lives and such an emnife wascomnutted, 
died of a broken heart.” 
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who, besides making prisoners, and preventing 
the collection of provisions and forage, daily cut 
to pieces great- numbers of the enemy, taking 
ammunition waggons, blowing up powder chests, 
and destroying whole parks of artillery. The 
parties formed an unbroken line of connection 
around the enemy’s positions, so that he could 
not move in any direction without being sub¬ 
jected to attack. The troops peculiarly ser\nce- 
able in this species of warfare were the Cossacks, 
of whom no less than twenty-four additional 
regiments had joined General Kutusoif by the 
19th of October; the regular corps, also, were, 
completed by recruits from the neighbouring 
governments. But it was not only on the troops, 
regular or irregular, that the General had to rely ; 
the country was defended, as everv country 
when invaded ought to be, by every man in it. 
—The villagers kept watch on high hills and 
church Steeples, and at sight of an enemy rung 
alarm l>ells, the sound of which assembled them 
together; when they bound themselves by an 
oath to mutual defence, and agreed to punish 
cowardice and desertion as the basest of crimes. 
The charm of Buonaparte's invincibility was 
dissolved, and the Russian army was inspired 
with a consciousness of its strength, and a 
conddence in its eneigics. 
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It was from this harassing and destructive 
mode of warfare that Buonaparte, who quitted 
Moscow on the 19th of October, did not advance 
further than Vereya by the 29th of that month. 
At this place he quitted his army# and hastened 
with his Imperial Guards to Smolenzk, leaving 
orders for the rest to follow him with all con¬ 
venient speed. He himself did not reac^ this 
point of destination till the 9th of November, 
thus advancing but two hundred miles in 
twenty-one days. 

Field-Marshal Kutusoff detached General 
Doctoroff with orders to act on the whole dis¬ 
tance between Gchatz and Mojaisk, and to make 
the destruction of the entrenchments, which the 
enemy had thrown up on the town of Vereya, 
his first object. This brave General executed 
his directions with equal courage and rapidity. 

The town of Vereya was cleared of the enemy, 
and their entrenchments carried by storm. 
These entrenchments, which were formed on a 
steep hill at five fathoms height, were surrounded 
by a palisade. In the course of half an hour the 
Russians forced their way on the parapet, not¬ 
withstanding the obstinacy of the enemy’s de¬ 
fence, and immediately every thing was in their 
hands without firing a single shot. A great 
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nrnnber were killed, and upwards of thn^e 
hundred and fifty privates, fourteen Staff and 
chief officers, together with the commandant 
and a pair of colours, were the fruits of this stic- 
ccssful assault. After having accomplished this, 
the next object of the General’s was, the de¬ 
struction of such of the enemy as still remained 
in the tow n. The enemy made his apjiearance 
to no purpose at eleven o’clock on the same day, 
with three battalions and four squadrons, as well 
as some pieces of artillery, on the Mojaisk road. 
The storm was already finished, and the Russian 
reserve was in good order, and in readiness to 
repulse this new force of the enemy. WIkmi the 
enemy, after a small resistance, perceived that 
his Vereya detachment wasde-slntyed, he speedily 
withdrew himstdf, and was pursued by the light 
cavalry, who caused him a considerable loss. 
The loss of the Russians was very trifling: .'iOO 
muskets of the enemy fell into their hands at the 
taking of the town of Vereya, and which were 
immediately distributed among the peasantry. 

The Russian columns were led, with in¬ 
describable courage, to the storming of V’ereya, 
by four citizens of that place. The difficulty of 
the enterprise did not cool the love of their 
country in their hearts; and they were the first 
to throw themselves on the walls of the en- 
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trenchments. One of them was wounded; and 
by the directions of the General Field-Marshal,' 
they were all four rewarded with the military 
badge of honour. 

In the morning of the 31st of October, General 
PlatofF attacked, with two brigades, the left 
wing of the French rear-guard. The alarmed 
•meiriv then continued his retreat; but Generaf 
Platoff caused him to be followed on the flanks 
with Cossacks and artillery, whilst he threw 
himself upon his rear with cannon and Cossacks. 
The enemy several times halted, and shewed 
against the Russians, infantry and cannon, but, 
threatened in his flanks and rear, he w'as still 
compelled to retreat. He seemed disposed to 
make a stand on the height near the convent of 
Kolotzk ; but the artillery obliged him to betake 
himself to flight, and the Russians took twenty 
pieces of cannon. In consequence of this for¬ 
tunate attack of the Cossacks, two entire batta¬ 
lions were annihilated, and the enemy’s loss was 
otherwise very considerable, as the Cossacks 
took but few prisoners. On the road from the 
convent of Kolotzk to Mojaisk, the enemy left 
more than five hundred horses behind him, and 
a great number of carts and baggage.— He re¬ 
treated in such haste, that he burned aU hrs 
heavy baggage and powder waggons, and during 



136 

the night he even marched his artillery by the 
light of lanthoms. 

It was evidently the intention of the enemy 
to go round Xiitusoft', and by that means to get 
to Kalouga, and force his way into the most 
fruitful provinces. This determined that General 
to abandon the old Kalouga road, and occupy 
the new one. By this movement he anticipated 
the enemy at Nialoyarraslovitz. A considerable 
French corps was, at the same time, on the road 
from .Mojaisk to Kalouga. At Nialoyarraslovitz 
tlie enemy was beaten back. KutusofT then, 
with the greatest part of his army, went to 
Medvnc, where the eneinv. in the meantime, 
was detained by a body of Cossacks. 

The French, finding themselves anticipated 
on all the roads, began to retire through \’ereva, 
on the Mojaisk road. In consequence of this, 
Kutusoff made the following disposition: his 
army marched direct upon Viasma; the corps 
of General Miloradoviteh (which formed nearly 
the half of his ff)rce) followt*d the enemy 
in a parallel tine, lietween him and the Mojaisk 
roads ; and all the troops from the Don received 
orders to anticipate the enemy, to destroy all 
the bridges, to break up the roads, and to giv«‘ 
him ail possible annoyance. 
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Every part of the above plan answered most 
effectually. Almost every day was signalized by 
some success. On the 1st November, Platoff, 
commanding the advanced-guard, attacked the 
enemy at Kolotzk, and deteated them, taking 
much cannon and several prisoners. On the 2d 
Prince Orloff-Denisoff attacked, near A'iasma, 
some of the regiments which had been beaten 
the preceding day at Kolotzk. Here he took a 
few prisoners, and amongst them Murat’s Secre¬ 
tary, with all his papers. On the 3d, General 
Miloradovitch, supported by Platoff, attacked 
several French corps near Viasma, commanded 
by the Vice King of Italy, Davoust, and Ney; 
these corps were completely defeated, and drove 
through the town with great slaughter; the loss 
of the French was 6000 killed and wounded, 
and one colour, five cannon, and 2000 prisoners, 
amongst whom was General Pettien and Colonel 
Morat, Aid-de-Camp to Marshal Davoust. The 
whole road to Mojaisk was covered with am¬ 
munition waggons and dead horses. On the 
4th the Hetman Platoff' pursued the enemy 
beyond Viasma, and brought in 1000 prisoners. 

The French army was at this time in the 
greatest distress.—Harassed on every side by a 
determined and exasperated enemy, despair so 
took possession of the troops, that numbers sur- 
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rendered themselves to the victorious Russians, 
whilst others, no longer capable of making the 
least exertion, laid down on the road side, and 
perished with cold, hunger, and fatigue. 


'Hie British nation, ever liberal towards suf¬ 
fering patriotism, could not view the deprivations 
and miseries occasioned to the Russian peasant 
and soldier in this struggle, without coining 
forward to their relief.—Subscriptions had been 
entered into at St. Petersburg, at the head of 
which were all the members of the royal family ; 
and committees had been appointed in Russia 
to enquire into the particulars of tin- losses of 
every individual, in order to apportion the relict' 
to be distributed.—Humanity, and even p(dicy, 
demanded that Great-Britain should all’ord every 
aid to the people who were contending for the 
frcjedomof the Continent. No nation had ever 
shewn greater exertions of public spirit, or been 
engaged in a juster cause. The noble conduct 
of the Russians had broken a link and made a 
chasm in the successes of tlicvTyrant of Kurop*', 
which all were bound to prevent being filled up : 
it had dissolved the Continental System, and 
afforded an opening to British manufactures in 
the Baltic: it had broken that chain in whicli 
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British commerce and prosperity were held bound 
by their enemy. It was a struggle of the greatest 
importance to Europe, in which the Emperor of 
Russia had been compelled to engage, and held 
out an obligation for Great-Britain to give every 
degree of co-operation and assistance in her 
power. Various meetings were therefore con¬ 
vened throughout this country to afford such re¬ 
lief to the distressed Russians as might in some 
degree compensate them for the very great suf¬ 
ferings and losses they had sustained from their 
merciless invader. Sums to a great, amount 
were contributed by all classes of Britons, and 
these augmented by a parliamentary vote worthy 
of the character of the country, and the glorious 
war in which Russia was engaged.—The words 
of a great statesman had been now fully verified; 
(“ the Russian nation cannot yet have forgotten 
what it owes to the glorious memory of its great 
founder, and to that of Catherine II.—Nor can 
the Court of Petersburg compromise the dignity 
of a sovereign, and so far divest royalty of honour, 
honesty, and of all the attributes of a legitimate 
government, as to countenance the crimes of 
the rulers of France,*') and it was a bounden 
duty that she should be supported in her en¬ 
deavours. 

Beauharnois was now conducting the 4th 
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corps of the army from Viastna towards Vitepsk, 

a distance of one hundred and thirty miles N.W. 

«> 

by the way of Douchovchina. ^’iasma, by the 
main western road through Dorogabouche, is 
about eighty-five miles from Smolenzk, and the 
latter place is sixty miles from Vitepsk. Within 
this triangle, therefore, were the following ope¬ 
rations carrierl on. On the 7th of November 
Beauharnois was attacked by Platofl’, who forced 
the corps to separate, one part pursuing its for¬ 
mer course, the other wandt'ring away to the 
left. Beauharnois underwent extreme hard¬ 
ships on that day. In the course of it, he lost 
above 400 horses, he was obliged to spike many 
of his cannon, and with difficulty reached Zese- 
lia in the evening. On the Sth he again set for¬ 
ward with such part of the corps as remained, 
intending to reach Pologgi; but such were the 
obstacles he encountered, that, though not on 
that day much harassed by the enemy, he was 
unable to get further than the river Vop, having 
lost 800 more horses, and two-thirds of his ar¬ 
tillery: still, however, he }>ersevered in his in¬ 
tention of marching for Douchovchina. Thus 
was Bj^auharnois situated on the evening of the 
8tb dTNovember; but on the 9th, in the morn- 
having learnt that the last-mentioned town 
wn occupieil by the Adjutant-General Count 
ICutusoff, (a relation of the Field Marshal's) he 
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abandoned his object, and turned off suddenly 
to the left for Dorogabouche, on the Smolenzk 
road. Here, however, he was again intercepted, 
and an obstinate battle ensued, which termi¬ 
nated in a complete victory on the part of the 
Russians, the French losing 69 pieces of can¬ 
non, all their ammunition, 3000 prisoners, and 
a still more considerable number in killed and ■ 
wounded. 

As proofs of the extreme sufferings of the 
French army at this time, the two following do¬ 
cuments are given, being intercepted letters from 
Eugene Beauhaimois to Berthier. 

Intercepted Letter from the Viceroy of Italy, Eu~ 

gene Napoleon, to the Prince of Neiifchatel, 

from Zeselia, Oct. 26, (Nov. 7J 1812. 

“ I have the honour to acquaint your High¬ 
ness, that I put myself in motion this morning 
at four o’clock, but the difficulties of the ground, 
and the slippery ice, have occasioned such ob¬ 
stacles to the march of my corps of the army, 
that its head alone could arrive here at six in 
the evening, and the tail of the columns was 
compelled to take up a position two leagues in 
the rear. 



“ From two till five o’clock the enemy made 
his appearance on my rip:ht. He attacked nearly 
at the same time the head, the centre, and the 
tail of my columns, with artillery, Cossacks, and 
dragoons. In the van-ffuard he found a gap, of 
which he took advantage to make an inroad, and 
carry off two regimental cannon, which were on 
a bteep declivity, and at some distance from their 
escorts. The pth regiment of infantry hastened 
to the spot, but the pieces were already car¬ 
ried off. 

“ The enemy fired on our rear-gnard with 
four pieces of cannon, and Ceneral Oranno be¬ 
lieves, though w'ithout affirming it as certain, 
that he saw some infantry. On each of the 
other points the enemy had two pieces of 
cannon. 

“ Your Highness will readily perceive, that, 
embarrassed by my heavy baggage, which has 
been replaced in my hands, and by a numerous 
artillery, of the horses attached to which, 400, 
without exaggeration, have died this day, my 
situation is criycal enough. Nevertheless, 1 
shall continue my movement very early to-mor¬ 
row morning, in order to reach Pologgi. There 
I shall expect information, and according to what 
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I learn there, 1 will decide on marching either to 
Douchovchina, or to Pneva. 

“ I must not conceal from your Highness, 
that after using every effort in my power, I have 
yet found it impossible to drag my artillery, and 
that in this respect, very great sacrifices must be 
expected. To-day many pieces were spiked end 
buried.—I am, &c.” 

Letter from the same to the same, at the time of 

crossing the river Vope, Oct. 27 1 (Nov. 

1819. 

“ Herewith enclosed I address to your High¬ 
ness the letter which I wrote you yesterday, but 
which did not reach you, the officer who was 
the bearer having been misled by his guide. 

“ Your Highness will be surprised at learning 
that I am still only upon the Vope. I neverthe¬ 
less set out this morning from Zeselia at five 
o’clock; but the road is so cut up with ravines, 
that incredible efforts were necessary to advance 
even thus far. It is with pain that 1 feel myself 
under the severe necessity of acknowledging to 
you the sacrifices which we have made to acce¬ 
lerate our march. These three last days have 
cost us two-thirds of the artillery of this corps 
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of the army. Yesterday about 400 horses died , 
and to-day, perhaps, double that number have 
perished, exclusive of the great number of 
hoNcs which 1 have caused to be put on for the 
military X baggie, and that of individuals. 
Whole trains of horses have perished in the har¬ 
ness at once. Many of them have been even 
• • 

three times renewed. 

“ To-day this corps of the army has not been 
disturbed in its march. We have perceived 
only a few Cossacks, without artillery, which 
appears to me rather uncommon ; but if wc are 
to believe the re|>ort of a Voltigeur sent out 
marauding, it would appear that a column of in¬ 
fantry, artillery, and cavalry, was marching in 
the same direction with us, namely, upon Dou- 
chovchina. This night 1 send forward a strong 
rcconnoissance upon Douchovcliina, where 1 
hope to be to-morrow, should the enemy not op¬ 
pose to me a serious resistance; for I must not 
conceal from your llighne.ss, that these three 
days of suffering have so dispirited the soldier, 
that 1 believe him at this moment very little ca¬ 
pable of making any effort. Numbers of men 
are dead of hunger or cold, and others in-despair 
have suffered themselves to be taken by the 
enemy.—1 am, &c.” 
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After the taking of Polotzk, on the 20th of 
October, the broken remains of the 2ncl French 
corps had been pursued, without intermission, 
first to Lepel, and thence toTchasniki, where, 
being joined by 15,000 of Victor’s corps from 
Smolenzk*, they thought themselves strong 
enough to make a stand. 

Their loss at the battle of Polotzk, and during' 
their retreat to Lepel, amounted in prisoners to 
100 staff officers, among whom were five colo¬ 
nels, and 6000 privates; 9 pieces 6f cannon, the 
whole baggage belonging to the Bavarian regi¬ 
ments—90 powder waggons, and a great number 

* Smolenzk, so celebrated in these campaigns, as being the 
scene of conflict, and of victory, and also as giving the dignity 
of Prince to the venerable hero Kutusofij is in appearance 
and stnictnre, the most noble and singular city of any in this 
most astonishing empire: it is situated on the Boristhenes, 
and stretched over two mountains, and the valley which di¬ 
vides them. Its flankings, walls, towns, and fortifications, its 
domes and 8teeple$> all rising in a pleasing confusion, form a 
gratifying prospect; its scattered and humble buildings, 
sometimes hidden among the numberless trees, which grow 
within its walls, the gardens, the meadows, the corn.fields, 
the orchards of Smolenzk, at once rich, beautiful, and gro¬ 
tesque, rivet the attention, and gratify the senses. It is an as-- 
semblage of battlements, and rural scenery, such as no other 
city in the universe can exhibit' Yet, notwithstanding its 
extent, contains only 4000 inhabitants. 
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of sun carriajr^s : tlir puns wcrr thrown into tlic 
river by the eiuMiiy. 

Their loss in killerl was very threat, as not only 
the field of battle, hut even the whole road, was 
covennl with'dead bodies; so that this corps of 
the eru'iny was entirely destroyeil: besides 
whjcli, \ ieior had been forced with his corps to 
st‘parat»' tfoni the tirand Army. 

On the 1st of November General Witaenstt in 
again attacked them in their positions, and after 
a very hot battle, whicli lasted tlte whole day, be 
succeeded once more in putting them to fli^dii. 
Here, having posted himself on the river Otila. 
he dispatclied a part of his forces to \ itepsk. 
about 40 miles to tin- iiorlli-west, wliicli place 
was then occupied by a l•'reneh detai iimeiit : 
but being attacked on tlietitb of November, ii 
was carrit d i»y assault, tlieGt m ral who acted as 
Governor of the. town being taken, togt ther with 
many other prisoners of note. In the meanw bile 
General Witgenstein having first sent out par¬ 
ties to BorrisoH'and Minsk ^uiid :li. rebv put him¬ 
self in communication with (it'iieral I'eliiclia- 
gofF, who had reached the latter place), marched 
-directly upon Orclia, the next large town to 
tCrasnoy, at the distance of about 4o mib-s to 
the westward, and nearly half-way betwa en that 
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place and Borrisoff. Thus three Russian armies 
were placed directly in front of Buonaparte, on 
the straight line of his retreat; namely, Kutu- 
soff ’s at Krasnoy, Witgenstein’s' at Orcha, and 
Tchichagoff’s at Borrisoff or Minsk *. Buona¬ 
parte was well aware of the dangerous state of 
his position, and perceived that no other re¬ 
source was left him, than to hasten his retreat 
towards the Berezina. 

On the pth of November, Count Orloff-Deni- 
soff, coAmanding a part of the troops in advance 
between Smolenzk and Krasnoy, fell in with a 
corps of detachments intended for the different 
regiments of imperial guards; this force was un¬ 
der the command General Barraguay D’llilliers, 
having with him General Charpentier, and Bri¬ 
gadier General Augereau, which was marching 
to Kalouga, and ignorant of the events that had 
occurred since the evacuation of .Moscow. The 
Russians had found them posted in three vil¬ 
lages on the road: three small corps of irregu¬ 
lars, under a Colonel Davidoff, and two Cap¬ 
tains, Seslavin and Phigner, attacked them in 
their posts. The fortune of the day was with 

* Minsk is, a very considerable place; two churches and a 
monastery, which it contains, are constructed of brick; and 
the buildings, though of wood, have a very neat appearance. 
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the Russians. After a well-eoiiteslod stnej^lr, 
D’MiUiers’ division was ohiiijt'dio make a rapid 
retreat to Siuoleii/k ; one division under C’har* 
pentior was ne'arly cut to pieces, and Ausiereau, 
brother to the.Marshal, after havins; a thousand 
of his men killed, surrendered the surviving two 
thousiuid to C'aptain IMtii'ner, who had not 
LMK) men. I'he sueceedinfj days were e(pially 
favorable to the Russian arms: on lh«‘ l‘.Hh 
Count Orlofl’-Deni.solT attacked a forauiuj' 
party of the cavalry and artillery, and killed 
and made prisoners a v<‘ry consideraljle %inmbor. 

In the meantime, (ieneral riatutV attacked 
Rcauharnois’ corps on the other side (»f Smo¬ 
lensk. This action was still more obstinate than 
the above, and terminated favorably to tin- Rus¬ 
sians, who took thirty-thn e pieces of cannon, 
and two hundred prisoin-rs. llow«-ver, these 
sanguinary and well-contested battles were- but 
the preludes to still greater events and successes 
for the Russian arms. 

Count Rlatoir transmitl* d to I’ield Marshal 
Kutusotr the subjoined report of his operations 
agaiost the corp.s of Reauharnois, daU-d from the 
village of Monturnvo, NovemlK r 8th. 

“ I have the happiness to congratulate 
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your Excellency on a signal victory over the 
enemy. 

After I had sent off my dispatch of yesterday 
to your Excellency, I pursued .iny march, ac- ‘ 
cording- to your directions on the right side of 
the great Smolenzk road, that leads from Doro- 
gabouche to Smolenzk, to come in front of tjie 
enemy’s columns, and prevent them from fora¬ 
ging and setting fire to the villages. I have in¬ 
formed your Excellency that I continued my 
march upon Solowievo, but expected to meet the 
enemy on the Douchovchina road. I yes¬ 
terday came up with the corps of the Viceroy of 
Italy, Eugene, on his retreat from Dorogabouche 
to Douchovchina, attacked it, and by the aid 
of Providence, divided it into two parts. 

One part withdrew itself upon Douchov¬ 
china, and the other turned Dorogabouche in the 
utmost disorder, and distributed itself in differ¬ 
ent places; but to-day, they united themselves 
by different roads with that part which had gone 
upon Douchovchina. 

To-day I again attacked the enemy, notwith¬ 
standing the continual rainy weather, and as soon 
as I found him, completely defeated him. 
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In tlipse t\v6 actions the enemy lost a great 
number of kilK'd, among wliieli were some ge¬ 
nerals, as appears from the insignia and decora¬ 
tions brought to ino. The prisoners anionnt to 
3iK)0, among whom arc chiefs of regiments, stall, 
and upper othcers.—The (.’ossaeks took but 
few' prisoners—having cut the greater pari to 
pieces. 

.Sixty-two pieces of cannon are taken, and pro¬ 
bably more, for 1 havi* not yet had time to enu¬ 
merate them accurately:—standards have als(t 
been taken, which, on ucct.tunlof haste, have not 
yet been brought to me. 

With respect to tht; killed and wounded on 
our side, I have noac oiim. Init thanks loliod 
they are not very mae\ . 

The regiments are followiiiu'. w ith me, the re¬ 
mains of the enemy’s defeated corps, which has 
retired in the utmost disorder upon Douchov- 
china. 

On my right side, near tli€ tow n of Douchov- 
china, is Major-General lloviaskoy, with his 
brigade. He has taken the Chief of the General 
Staff and all the armies. General Saoeon, and 
about 500 privates. 
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1 have sent five regiments, under the com¬ 
mand of Major-General Grekow, in pursuit of 
the enemy along the Smolenzk road, and am 
myself hastening, with the rest of the regiments, 
completely to annihilate the remainder of this 
corps of the enemy. 

1 shall conclude ray report by observing, that 
every thing proceeds excellently, and it is only 
necessary to pursue the enemy.” 


“ PLATOFF.” 

The following admirable paragraph from the 
parole orders of the 10th November, issued by 
Prince KutusofF to his army, deserves atten¬ 
tion. 


“ After these extraordinarily great successes 
which we daily and every where are gaining 
over the enemy, nothing^uore remains for us to 
do, than to pursue him rapidly ; and then, per¬ 
haps, the Russian land, which he thought to 
subjugate, may be strewed with his bones. Let 
us, therefore, pursue him without giving him 
any rest. The winter, accompanied with frost 
and snow, is approaching; but what have you, 
hardy children, to fear from it ? Your breasts of 
steel fear neither the severity of the weather, nor 
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the malice of the enemy ; they aro the safe walls 
of your native country, against which all at¬ 
tempts must fail. You are likewise adequate to 
the support of any temporary want, in ease that 
such should take place. (.iOi»d soldiers prove 
themselves such by fortitude and path-me, ctf 
which the veterans set exainph's to the younger 
soldiers. May every oiu> keep .'suwarrotV in 
remembrance: he taught how to bear hung*T 
and frost, when a victorv, or the glorv of tin* 
Russian nation was in view ! Let us go on ! 
God is with us ; before us is the beaten enemy, 
and may peace and ha|>piness be behind us !” 

Marshal Kutusoff, convinced that it was the 
intention of the enemy to make a in<»vemeut by 
Knisnoy, a town to the south wi stwanl of Smo- 
lenzk, pushed forward a strong body under I .ieu- 
tenant-General Onwarrow, a gallant r>Hicer\vlio 
checked the advance of the enemy at Kldelten 
and Lingnau, in th«k campaigns of lS()(»-7. to 
divert the mameuvre. This officer fell in with 
the enemy, attacked with great resolution, and 
completely defeated them, taking one standard, 
several pieces of cannon, and a great number of 
prisoners. The French still moving forward in 
heavy masses from Sinoleiizk under Davoust, 
anti advancing near to Krasnov, a reinforcement 
was brought up, commanded by Lieutenant- 
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General Prince Galitzen. By this movement 
the French position was turned, and a most 
violent attack was commenced. The Russian 
artillery was served most atlrnirably, and after a 
long and sanguinary contest the enemy was 
forced to surrender. Davoust’s corps connected 
the. advanced-guard with the rear; and this 
point of connection was of such extensive im¬ 
portance, that Buonaparte commanded in person, 
and made the most vigorous exertions. The 
battle lasted the whole day; and the enemy 
were completely defeated and dispersed in the 
neighbouring wood, for a distance of live wersts 
along the banks of the Dnieper. The fruits of 
this victory were two Generals, fifty-eightofficers, 
9170 rank and file, prisoners, 70 pieces of cannon, 
three standards, and the baton of Marshal Da- 
voust: on both sides the loss in killed was very 
great. 


The annexed is an intercepted letter from the 
Frince of Neufchatel to Marshal Davoust, 
from Smolenzk. 

“ Prince of Echmuhl,—It is the wi.sh of the 
Emperor, that you support the Duke of Elchin- 
gen in the retreat which he is making with his 
rear-guard, while the Viceroy, to-morrow, will 
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march to take post at Krasnny. Yoti will, thert'- 
fore, take care to orciipv tiu> post w liieli you 
shall jodirc adviseabli', aiul wliirli tin* ^ ireroy 
shall evacMiate. TIk' iiiteiitioii of flu* Kinpi'ror 
is, that yoii. with your corps, and that of the 
Duke of Klchirtucn, rt tire from Krasnov, and 
make this inovciiu nt on tin- Kith ami 17th. 
General Charpriiti< r, with liis irarrison, eonsist- 
ine of three third INtlish battalions ami a ret;imeni 
of cavalry, will leave the town at the same time 
with the rear. Hetdre yon march out. you will 
blow up the ramparts which surrouml Sinoh iizk, 
as the mines are ready, and only need to beset 
fire to. You will take care that the amnuinition. 
powder-chests, and every thinsi that cannot be 
carrie<l away, be destroyed and burnt, as also 
the muskets: the canm»n should be buried. 
Generals Chasseloup and Larelossiere will take 
care, each in hisde[)artim‘Ut, to carry these orders 
into proper execution. 

“ You will take care to send out patroles, that 
no marauder may remain Ivhiiid ; and you will 
also leave as lew' persoii.s as jM>ssible in the 
hospitals. 

(Signed) “ Prince of Neufcliatel, Maj.-fjeu. 


Smoleiizk, Nov. y, (i t).” 
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In order to obtain a certain victory over 
Marshal Ney, and to cut off entirely his com¬ 
munication with the rest of the army, General 
Kutusoff, on the 17th of November, reinforced 
General Miloradovitch with the 8th coVps, giving 
him orders to prevent the Marshal’s advance, 
and to take a position near the villages Syro- 
herenic and Tcherniska, on the high road to 
Krasnoy. Major-General Lourkouski perceived, 
about three in the afternoon, the enemy advanc¬ 
ing. The thickness of the fog prevented him 
from ascertaining the force of the French, who 
kept marching forwards with great resolution 
till they were close to the Russian batteries. 
The enemy attempting in vain to pierce through 
their lines, received, at the distance of two 
hundred and forty paces, a general discharge of 
musketry and forty pieces of cannon : the effect 
of this fire upon the enemy was extremely fatal: 
they, however, fought with the greatest bra¬ 
very ; they repeatedly rushed on to the attack 
of the Russian batteries, but were as frequently 
repulsed. General Paskevitch, commanding a 
Russian division, led on his troops by a circui¬ 
tous route from the villages, and succeeded in 
getting in the rearofthe French; he immedi-tely 
charged them in the most intrepid manner: this 
movement was admirably seconded by the 
H ulan Guards, who at the same moment attacked 



and turned the enemy’s right w ing, whilst the left 
was vigorously attacked hy the J’aiivlofsky regi¬ 
ments. Finding there was no hope off’scapiiu;. In- 
at length sent a flag of truce to (Jeneral Milora- 
dovitch, and at midnight the whole corps d’armee 
of the enemy, amounting to men, were 

obliged to lay down their arms. All *their 
artillery, in number twenty-seven pieces of can¬ 
non, all the baggage and military chest, were 
the fruits of this victory, in the number of 
prisoners were above one hundo'd otlicers of 
different ranks. .Marshal Ni-y. who had vainlv 
expected by his aclvance to repair tlic losses of 
Buonaparte, was wounded, but saved himself by 
flight, and was pursued by the Cossacks beyond 
the Dnieper. The loss of the enemy was ex¬ 
ceedingly great: four Cu-nerals of Division 
were among the wounded. The Hussiaiis. wh(» 
bad not lost al>ove five hundred men in killed 
and wounded, made a considerable Imoty on 
this day : a great part of t he spoil of Mos«-ow, 
which had been saved from the flame.s, fell into 
their hands* 

* Tl»e painting!., aii<l (itlic-r valuatilc ciiritwitir^ nhicli came 
to the Eiii|HTiir’» t.harc of ihe pltinder at Mo*cow, were con¬ 
veyed on nine wa;>gon>, and moved at the head of ilie column 
of the F.m]Hrror » tram, under the high Miiinding ap(H-llatiun 
Le$ Trophett." —'llicM; trophies wen? followed by 
vaggoiu, laden wtih the EinpcrorV treasure, aud thoic were 
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On the Dwina the Russian arms were equally 
prosperous.—On the 14th of November Count 

again followed by 80 carriages of various descriptions, which 
concluded the Emperor’s equipage, the whole under the im¬ 
mediate superintendance of General Bernard.—The horses 
which drew the Emperor’s treasure knocked up first, and to 
case them of their burthen as much as possible, several carriages 
belonging to the 16th battalion were taken to assist.—Those 
waggons were called the “ The Cornels,” on account of their 
singular construction with shafts before and behind. Every ' 
evening orders w'ere issued for the march of the Imperial train 
column for the following Jay, and the names of the several 
divisions of those carnages rendered the daily orders ridiculous. 

—Now the Trophies will lead the column, then ihe Comets .— 
•Such or .such time the Trophies Kill break up, or such and such 
hour ihe Comets Kill bivouac .—When sometimes the alarm 
was given at night, away drove trophies and comets in a bur¬ 
ly burly, and the conductors of the trophies were often near 
losing sight of their high trust, and obliged to unharness their 
horses to save themselves, at the expence of the b-ophies. As 
by degrees the great mortality among the horses increased, 
several carriages of the Imperial train column were burned 
every night; but this was always ])erformed at a considerable 
distance from the high road, to avoid the observation of idle, 
spectators and passers-by. Thus diminished this formidable 
column day after day; and before the enemy had reached 
Wilna, nearly the whole of this eciuipage had vanished into 
smoke, a proof of the instability and uncertainty of worldly 
fame and treasure. A small part only of the Imperial 
treasure w as saved, by the horses Ireing taken from the tro¬ 
phies to hasten the march of the comets. 

The fate of the treasure appears best from the report made 
by the Minister Mollien on the 4th of January {New Style) to 
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Witgenstein was attacked by Victor, wlio had 
collected all his troops from ditforcnt places. 

Count Daru : in this statement it is oli'erved, that from Smo- 
leiizk to Wilp.a the sum of more than iVatic. ua^ lo^t 

out of 5,20!t,ti4j francs; and that from Wilna toKoninprsber? 
the sum of (i.2l3,29j francs war minus on' of 10,91(1,4.5.) 
fi'ancs: so tiiat out ofiv. rirly tl;e sum of 1(>,I2.',T(I0 franc.-' 
only G,Ii.".),l.)9 tVancs were saved.—The Minister Mollicn 
states in liis report, “ that the tie.i.c.re w.ns phinHered hy t!io.sc 
beloiih'in^ to the train, and that he had abeady dirceted (Ge¬ 
neral Bernard to make the necessary inquiries as to what corps 
of the army tlic.se men belonged and he further observes, 
“ that he had certain hopes of tracing the delin»inents, as no 
doubt many indiriduals must have shareil in the plnn<ler of so 
considerable .sums;” and he adds, “ that ulihongh, perhaps, 
in the first instance, their recoiery could not be thought of, 
yet that they should be cliarged hereafter against the corps 
by which the robbery had been coinmiited.”—Such deduc¬ 
tion would certainly be no more than just, if the men belong¬ 
ing to those corps had not been deducted from the population 
of Europe; or perhaps the Minister thought at the time on 
the airears of the army, and of a balance between plunder and 
debt; if so, it is possible that Uie treasury would still have 
gained. 

The King of Naples, with his own hands, .set fire to part 
of his equipage, between Smulenzk and Kiasnoy, amongst 
which he sacrificed the whole of his plate to the flames: the 
King kept stirring the fire with a long pule, and, as the soldiers 
came crawling from all parts to save from destruction some of 
the valuables, for their own lienefit, he flung the blazing pole 
among the foremost; hut notwithstanding this he could not 
prevent the removal of various articles of horse-clothing, which 
protected and comforted the soldiers. The bhahracks. 
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with tho express oFiject of driving him across 
the river. I he Kussiiiii advanc;d-j,uard, under 
Lieut('n;mt-(]euer.il Ihiiice .lasehevel drew him 
oil hy a well-(a>n<iucted nttreat witliiti tlie range 
of tlieir hattcries. I'lie enemy immediately ad¬ 
vanced against the centre of General V\ ii-fen- 
stein’s ])osition, and tlireatened with an over¬ 
powering force of troops, which marched in co¬ 
lumns, his two Hanks, lie suffered him to a*p- 
proacli near, and then received him with his 
sharp-shooters and artilleiy. i'ht' action was 
very hot, and continued the w hole day, espe¬ 
cially in the ceiitn*, on which the enemy parti¬ 
cularly pressed, in order to take the main batte¬ 
ries, which were on a height before General 
\Viiii« nstein’s position, having in front the vil- 
laue of Smolensk, which was six times taken Iiy 
the enemy, and as often retaken by the 11 us- 
siaiis. At length, in the evening, the enemy, 
after having lost about 800 men, and some offi¬ 
cers, takt'ii prisomn's, with a great number of 
killed and wounded, (for the village of Smolna 
as wiil as the field of battle w'as full of dead bo¬ 
dies), retreated from his position, enraged and 
mortified at the failure of his cnterprize. Im- 

tioHCvcr, l>av<'Mince returned to the pristine offices for which 
they were intended, and are aijain rtafi- upon, althou<;h not 
by Kings, but by Cossacks. 
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me<}i,itely after this, the enemy withdrew, in 
sight of the llussiaii army, with the greater part 
of his troops, along the river Ula, upon Baitshe- 
kowo, where, however, as he was received un¬ 
expectedly by Cieneral Witgenstein’s reserve, 
under the command of Major-General Fock, ho 
here made a halt to pass tin- night. Meanwhile, 
he made a strong demonstration in the night, on 
his left flank, by throw ing bridges over the river 
Lukomlao, intending by this movement to turn 
both flanks of General VVitgi'iistein’s armv, and 
get in his rear, and thereby force him to quit his 
position. But when he found this attempt 
totally defeated, he returned back on the jth, at 
eight in the morning, and marched past him 
with his whole force, which was very great, at a 
considerable distance. 'Fhe army at length left 
a .strong rear-guard opposite to (ii neral Witgen¬ 
stein’s position, and which remained there until 
late in the night, w lK.n he moved farther along 
the road to the village of Akseuza ; the Kussian 
van-guard pursued him w itli cavalry, and made 
upwards ofbOO prisoners. The loss ot the b rench 
in this attack was between 2 and :i00().—The 
follow'ing morning the <Miemy had completely 
withdrawn: they w'ere, howiwer, followed by 
the cavalry, wdio harassed their retreat, and 
broi^ht ofl" numerous prisoners. 
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Colonel 'relK riiielujt?'. Aido-dc-Cainp to the 
Kninernr A lexatider, had hcen detached by 
Admiral T'ehichaffoff', who was profycding to¬ 
wards Minsk, with a small corps ot‘'li;: 5 ht cavalry, 
to the position of Gem'ral VCittrenstein, where 
li(‘ arri vcrl on the 1 Hth November, liaviris: marched 
seven hundred worsts in five days. In the 
course of his march he rescued from the euemy^ 
between M'ilna and Minsk, Major-General 
M’’inziimerode, who was taken prisoner at Mos¬ 
cow, and his ide-de-Camp C'aptain Narishkin. 
I'hesr- officers were beiuE: conducted tovAards 
the frontier, under an escort of 0 : 0 ns d’armes, 
and had been jircsented to Buonaparte at 
\'cre \ a. 


The brilliant sncceiwes which attended the 
Russian troops, and which wore the {brerunners of 
liicalerolories, iusi)ired them with the most lively 
ardour : the enemy retreated on all sides, pur¬ 
sued by active and resolute armed bodies.— 
Detachments were daily cut off, and the priva¬ 
tions and inclemency of the season, nearly 
efiecled the destruction of all who escaped the 
sword of the conquerors. 

On the 1.5th of November the Emperor Alex- 
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under issued the followinq; prorlaiiiation from 
St. Petersburg. 


“ It is woll known tt) the whole world in what manner 
the enemy has entered the boundaries of our empire. 
No step or means tliat have so fre(piently l)ee.n resorted 
to by the punctual f'ullilment of tlie peaceable stipulations, 
nor our steady endeavours by all jK)ssible means to avert 
•the effects of a Idoody and destructive war, have been 
al)le to cheek his obstinate design, in which lie has shewn 
himself entirely immoveable. ^^'ith peaceful ])romises 
on his tongue, he never ceased to think on war. At 
length, havitig eolieeted a large army, and strengthened 
it with Austrian, Prussian. Bav.'uian, I\’irtemburg, 
W estphalian, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and Polish 
regiments, who were constrained through disgrace and 
fear, he put himself in motion with this immens(‘ force, 
supplied with vast (piantities of artillery, and penetrated 
into the interior of our country. Murder, (ire, and de¬ 
struction, were his attendaiito on the march. I'he plun¬ 
dered proj)erty, the towns and villages set on fire, the 
smoking ruins of Moscow, the Kremlin blown up into 
the air, the temples and altars of the Lord destroyed ; in 
one word, all kinds of cruelty and barbarity, hitlierto un¬ 
heard of, at length prove by his own actions, that tluy 
have long been lying concealed in the depth of his mind. 
The mighty and ha))py llussian empire, which possesses 
every thing in abundance, .awakened in the heart of the 
enemy envy and dread. The possession of the whole 
world could not satisfy him, so long as the fertile fields 
of Russia still were h.appy. Full of this envy and in¬ 
ternal Itatred, he revolved, turned, and arranged in liis 



mind, all in.iiinnr of nvil moans hy wliich he inij^ht give a 
droadfnl blow to livr power, a total confusion to her rlclies, 
and bring gem'rul destruction on li'-r prtjsperity. lie 
likewise tliouglit by cunning and flattery to sliakc the 
fidelity of our .-.nlijccts ; by tb.e dcfilcnicsit of tiic sanc- 
inaries, anti of (iod’s temples, to make religion unsteady^ 
and to strike tlie national sight witli follies and extrava¬ 
gances. On ifiese hopes he built his destruetive pl?ns,^ 
and with them he forced himself, like a pestilential and 
murderous teiniiest, into the heart of Russia. 

“ The whole world lias fixed its attention on our suf¬ 
fering country, tind inwardly moved, thought they saw 
in tlie reflection of the flames of Moscow the last day of 
tlie existenee of our freedom and independence. But 
great and mighty is the God of Justice! 'I'hc triumph 
of tlie enemy wtis of short duration ; pressed on all sides 
by our \aliant armies and levies, Itc soon discovered that 
hy Ills temerity he had ventured too far, and that he could 
not, either by his vaunted aiiny, his seducements, or his 
eruelties, inspire fear into the loyal and valiant Russians, 
nor save himself from destruction. After many fruitless 
endeavours, and now that he sees liis numerous troops 
every where beaten and destroyed, he now', with the 
small reiiuiins of them, seeks his persotial safety in the 
nipidity of his flight; he flies from Moscow' w'ith as r.uich 
fear and depression as he advanced agtiinst it with pride 
aiul insolence j he flies, leaving his cannon behind him, 
throwing away his baggage, and saerifieing every thing 
thiit e.in retard the sw'iftness of his flight. Thousands of 
the fugitives daily fall to the earth and expire. In such 
manner does the just vengeance of God punish those 



who insult his temples. AVhilst we, with paternal ten¬ 
derness and joyful heart, *)l)scrve tlie ?re.:it and praise¬ 
worthy actions our faithful subjects, we carry our most 
warm and lively pr.atitudc to the first cause of all good— 
the Alinijrhty God; and in the next j>laec we have to 
express our thanks in the name of our eoniinon country, 
to all our loyal subjects, as the true sons of Russia. By 
. their general energy and zeal, the force of tlie enemy is 
brought down to the lowest degree of decline, for the 
greater part has either been annihilated or made prisoners. 
All have uuiinimously joined in the work. Our valiiint 
armies have every where defeated the enemy. 'I’lie higher 
nobility have spared nothing by which it eould_ contri¬ 
bute to the increase of the strength of the state. The 
merchants have distinguished themselves by sacrifices of 
all kinds. The loyal people, Imrghers, and j)easantry, 
have given such proofs of fidelity and love for their 
country, its can only be expected of the Russian nation. 
They have zealously end voluntarily entered into the 
hastily raised levies, and have shewed a courage and 
resolution equal to veteran warriors, 'riiey have with 
the same force and intrejiidity penetnited the enemy’s 
regiments with the same imjilements with which tlu'v 
only a few weeks before turned up the fields. In this 
manner the troops of levies sent from vSt. Petersburg 
and Xoiogorod, for the strengthening of the forces under 
Count Witgenstein, have behaved themselves, esjaieially 
at Polotzk, and other jilaees. We haw. besides, and 
with heartfelt satisfaction, perceived by the reports of the 
Commandcr-in-Chicf of the armies, and from other 
Generals, that in several governments, and jiarticularly 
in those of Moscow and Kalouga, the country people 



Jiavc armed tlicmselves, elioscn their own leaders, and 
not only resisted all attempts at seducing them, but also 
sustained ail the calamities that have hefallcii them 
with the perseverance of martyrs. Often have they 
united themselves with our detachments, and assisted 
them in making their enterprises and attacks against the 
enemy. Many villagers have secreted their families 
and tender infants in the woods j and the inhabitants, 
with armed hand and inconceivable courage, under en¬ 
gagements on the Holy Gospel not to leave each other in 
danger, defended tlicmselves, and whenever the enemy 
shewed himself, have fallen upon him, so that many 
thou-sands of iheni have been cut to pieces, and dispersed 
by the peasant.s, and even by their women, and numbers 
taken prisoners, who were indebted for their lives to the 
humanity of those very people wlioiu they came to plun¬ 
der and destroy. 

“ So high a piupose, and such invincible perseverance 
in the whole nation, does it immortal honour, worthy of 
beitig preserved in the minds of jiosterity. With the 
courage of such a nation, we entertain the most well- 
founded hopes. W hilst we, jointly with the true church, 
and the holy synod and clergy, supplicate God’s assistance, 
that if our inveterate enemy, and the mocker of God’s 
temple and holiness, should not be entirely and totally 
destroyed in Russia, yet that his deep wounds, and the 
blood it has cost him, will bring him to acknowledge her 
might and strength. 


“ Meanwhile, we hold it to be our bounden duty, by 
this general publication before the whole world, to ex- 



jircss our gratitudo to tlic valiant, loyal, and roligiout^ 
Russian nation, and theirby render it due justice.” 


Admiral 'IVliicliaiioll' nrrivod on tlic ‘J.’d oi' 
Novembc'r at i}»>rris()ir. wliirii ])la< i‘ Adjiitaiil- 
Ciciieral (\nint LandxTt look possession ot" on 
ihe preccdiiiL; day, and there di l’eated the whole 
ot'Donihrowski’s corps, takiiv.; six eaiinon and 
twostaiuls oreolours. ainlniakin^' prisoners; 
the remainder of this heatoii corns marclu'd oil' 
on the road to Orelia. ('onnt do Lainlx rt also 
took two piee«'s of avliilerv at Kayilanoso, and 
about .5000 prisoners. In the course of » i;j:ht 
days this otheer made about 11,000 jnisoners, 
including the sick that were foinid in the hospi¬ 
tals at Minsk, and took tweiity-lbur cannon, ^'ic- 
tor andOudinot were iiow retreating beforeCienc- 
ral WitgiMist* in in the direction of Horrisofl', who 
pursued them, and on the Lktd took upwards of 
SOO prisoners, and a numbcT of baggage-waggons. 
In the inoantime Count i’latolV was in pursuit 
of the enemy’s grand army towards 1'outchino. 
Thus the Russians were compressing the enemy 
on three sides. General Count PlatolV pursued 
them on the rear, General Witgenstein acted on 
their flank, and Admiral Tchichagofl'waited for 
them at Corrisoff. 



Major-Ciciicral V lastofr, commarulingtlic vaii- 
guarcl uf General W'it^eiisteiii’s army, defeated 
General Dentelne’s division, near the town of 
liatourv, and made prisoners within two days 
General Dentelne, one Lieutenant-Colonel, 
thirty-six oflieers, and yooo men. It was then 
perceived that tin* enemy were quickly retreat¬ 
ing ; and General ^Vitgenstein undertook mak¬ 
ing a flank movement from llolopolichi, and 
marched towards the town of Baraiii, in order, 
from this poi 111 , to cut him ofl'from the Lepel 
road, and be enabletl to act on \'esselowo and 
Stoudeutzi, where he was forming bridges. 

The follow ing rejiort was now sent to the 
Emperor by Count Witgeiistein. 

‘‘ \\ hen I arrived at the town of Kosstritzi, I 
received information that Napoleon would cross 
the Berezina river, and that V ictor’s corps formed 
his rear-guard. 1 therefore put myself in march 
to attack him whilst crossing, and desired 
General Platotf to hasten to Borrisoff, which he 
accordingly did. Me proceeded on the Tout- 
chino road, and after my arrival with the whole 
corps at Old Borrisotl', he cut off the enemy’s 
rear-guard, consisting of half of Victor’s corps, 
and attacked it on the. following afternoon. 
After a heavy lire of musketry, which continued 



for four hours, bv the efi’ect of the artillery, the 
enemy were thrown into disorder and put to 
flight: and one ])ie<'e of artillery, thirty ottieers. 
and 1000 men. w«’r(' taki'u. I'he enemy sufl’eri'd 
a great loss besides in killed and W(umded. 
Meanwhile I sent a flag of truce to inform the 
enemy of my superi(n'ity ol’ idree. and that he 
was surrounded and must surrender. Tin* cou¬ 
rage and yalour of the troops under my eommaiul. 
together witli General I’latotl’s arriyal at lior- 
risofl’. tdreed theeminy to send two flags of truce, 
with information that they siirremh-red. 

“ At seven o’clock on tin’ morning of the 
98th, the remainder laid down their arms, viz. 
Generals ( amuse and Iflainont. three Colonels, 
fifteen Lieut.-Colonels, 181 oflicers. and 7(K)0 
men. and delivered up time |)ieees of artillery, 
three standards, and a number oi baugage 
waguons. Among these troops were two regi¬ 
ments of cavalry, one Saxon and one of Herg. 
with very good horses. 

“ On such a victory, a similar to which has 
scarcely hitherto been gained over the French, 

1 take the lilterty of congratulating your Majesty, 
and of laying all these tro[)hies at your Majesty’s 
feet. The loss on our side is not great. 1 am 
to-day gohig to attack Napoleon at the town of 
Stoudentzi. Admiral Tchichagoflf and Count 



IMatotr will attack him on the other side of the 
river Berezina.” 

On the ^^Oth of Novemi)cr Buonaparte had 
quitted Oreha, intendinir to proceed to .Minsk, 
when lie e.\peet<-d to arrive, or at least on the 
Berezina, heliirt' the Knssians. From Orcha to 
Borrisotf he was continually harassed on his 
riulil Hank by Count Kutnsoli’, and obliged to 
keep on a regular defensive. In the course of a 
week from hi'i eoimm ncing this movianent, he 
lost near ()()()() in prisoners, and about the like 
number were destroved by the ein my atul the 
weatl’.er. so that his forces on llie yslli, u hen ho 
arrived at the left bank ot' the Berezina, wert' 
redueotl to (iO.OOO, and destined to e.xperience 
a series of defeat.—Buonajiarte caused a bridge 
to be thrown over the river at Kenbin. fifteen 
wersts above Borrisotf, and crossui immediately. 
The horrors of this passage will evt r be present 

Niilniilistandin^- tlio daily repeated scenes of distre.«s and 
misery in the I'mieh army, during their retreat from Mos¬ 
cow. tile I'imjiei'or of the l-'i’ench hail lost so little of his usual 
good humour, that, as he passed the llereziiia, in driving 
over a hridge whieh was sujiported hy the ho.lies of his dead 
>oldiers and horses, and to the right and left of which a host 
of hemimlied and drowning were crying out in the agonies of 
death, he jocosely, m passing on, ealleii those unfurUmate 
beings Crttpcaiix*. 


* 'I'oads. 



I/O 

to tho moniorv oi' the iMviieh army ; it lasted 
two days. At its eoimiK iicemeiit, which was 
ill the un ati'sl coniusioii. iiumhers wercdrowiied; 
hilt oil the a|)|)iar.!iice of the !»iissiaii army, the 
confusion was hcyond all inias>ination. The 
artillery, haixca;.;!' wa^^oiis. the cavalry and in¬ 
fantry. pressed i'orward without the least order 
to cross the river. I'.vi rv tiling;- appi ared lu he 
lost sittlit of hut till' w'ish to escape from the 
lliissian army : and the confusion continued till 
the hattcries ol’ the latter hceaii to fire on the 
hridyc and hanks of the river, w liii'ii stopped the 
further passaiic of the enemy.—On a moderate 
coinputatioii the passa'.ie of t!ie l»ere/iua <'ost 
the Freneli upwards ol‘ men killed, 

wounded, drowned, and jnisoners, and a cou- 
siderahle hoot\. 

It has heen ohserved, that the escape of Huo- 
iiaparte and his yiiards across the IJi-rezina. was 
favoured hy Admiral rcliicliagofl'havin;^ marched 
to his rii>ht to Sahachevit/, instead of con¬ 
tinuing to hold the central point at llorrisoH’ in 
the rear of Hiionaparte, whence he n)ii.>hl have 
marched on any point of the river w ith a corps 
sufficient to prevent the jiassage. lie had also 
w'ithdrawn a I'orps under (ieiieral Chapelily, 
which had been ordered to guard tlii' passage ol 
the river as far as Brill and Zunteii on the left. 
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The Admiral had, liowi viT, Ix^ n informed by 
KiitiiSdiF tliat iho army would aTt.( inj)t to force 
the passage on the right of the Adniiral’s line. 
Ibioiiapart<' availed himself of tliese false move- 
nients, and elfeeted the i scape of a .part of his 
army under the eireumstanees alreaiK narruted. 

Admiral Tehieliagofl' lost no time, however, 
in pursuing without intermission tliat part of 
the Kreneh army which had crossed the Ilere- 
zina, and gained rep<'ated ad\ antages over the 
I'liemy. who retiix d Iiy I’h tehinieliou. Molo- 
detehino*. and Sinorgoui. to W’iina, instead of 
.Minsk, which was his lirst intention. 

Major-lleneral I.anskoy, who had bi'cn sent 
on the glith ot' Novemhi'r by l i'urietl to I’let- 
chiniehou, afte-r having goiii’ twelve mik'S by 

* 'J'lu' i iii'iiiy e’vaciialfd this Uiu ii at niiiiniglit, loaviiiij up¬ 
ward' of OIK' tiiousaiid ol tlii ii' wounded and lii'ea-ol conipa- 
iiioiis hfliiiui, a h.o \n i.- lueapaliiv to proceed aay further, 
and as part ol' Molodt Icldiio liad hctii laid waste, the ir¬ 
ritated inhalulaiit' r. fused all sli. Iter and assist tote to these 
wretches, 'file eoUl I.-iu” estreu'.ely severe, ten soldiers 
healed an ovi n u ifli tli.' ruin; of an old liou-e and v> in'ii they 
lhout;ht it siilliei'.iilly warni. they lo-d. out tl:e e als and eiii- 
ders, and crept in ; tliey laxl, liowevi r. inisutken tite proper 
degree of tenijieralure, for insteail of v. artning thiiiiselves, 
they were roaOed, and the next niorniii:''their hoiiics were 
found dreadfully hin iit, and their clothing in ashes. 



cross-roads, on tlu‘ nioriiin^- ot’ (he ‘2!Hh fell 
upon the vulvanced-guard of the enemy at 
Pletchiniehon. w hile it was pre]>arinir (luarters 
for the Emperor Napoleon. The fruits of this 
unexju'Cted attack were th('ca|)tnre of (ieiieral 
Kamenskoy. two ('oloiiels, (wo Lieutenant-('o- 
lonels, two Majors. 24 olfu’ers ofdiU'erent ranks, 
and 217 soldiers. 'I'he advaneed-”uard of Ad¬ 
miral Tehichasofi’. in viu:orons!y |)ursuin^ the 
enemy to C'holinisehi. took from tlu in live can¬ 
nons, one colonel. six ollieers, anti above 600 
prist)ners. Besitles an inconsiilerahle loss ot 
men on the side t)f the Russians. Major-General 
Grekow was slightly wounded hy a hall in the 
head. 

From the commencement of the campaign it 
was the ohject oi' Huonaparte to reserve and 
spare liis guards, tiierehy initiating his other 
corps.—These trooj)s were, tin retbre, together 
with six liundred mounted oHicers, constituting 
w hat Ruonaparte, in his 2!Hh Ihilletin, terms his 
“ Sacred St|uadron,” ami formed out of the 
remnants of corps w hich had btu n nearly anni¬ 
hilated, and out of the stall', now destined for 
the personal protection of Napoleon ;—and w ith 
this escort he c((ntinued his hasty flight. 

Huonaparte was, nevertheless, still pursued 



l>y the advanced-iitrard of Admiral Tcliicha 2 :ofl‘ 
•and, on the dd of Decernher, overtaken iitijati- 
iial, and viiiorously aUaeked l»y Major-General 
ConntO/ou/.ka. when two Saxon standards w(!re 
taken, and one eannon, and more than 1500 pri¬ 
soners. amoii;;' whom were several officers, and 
one General, d'he troops of General Count Pla- 
toffi took a very active part in tliis affair. The 
advaiieed-!ruar.l of Admiral Tehielia^off having 
approached M dodet' hino on the 4th of Decein- 
l>er, found tli • hreiu,' .lestoayed by the enemy; 
who, haviinx (juitted this place alaoiit midnight, 
continued his mar 'ii to Smoigoir. Major-Ge¬ 
nera! Count Ozoiizka couii'.o.ual liis pursuit, 
took .too prisoners, aiiii six ; annfai; besides 
which, two <‘aiinon u t^re found at Molodetchino. 
1/u'Utenant-General Saclieii i tigag'. d the corps 
of General llegtii-r. forming the rear-guard of 
Prince Schwartzenburg, and obliged the Austrian 
troops which were atlvancing to Sloniin, to re¬ 
turn to Isabeline. in order to reinforce General 
llegnier. This movement induced Lieutenant- 
General Sacken to retire upon Scheremoff, in 
order to be always in tlie rear of the enemy, in 
case the latter should attempt to march towards 
VVilna. 


In their retreat after the passage of the Bere- 
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/ina. tlie I'ri'iu'ii wi'n- s(t wanton and imiirndont 
as to burn all til!-villai^os on the roail. and tin* 
cxasiHTatcd Itiissian soldiors and peasants strip¬ 
ped nianv of tlieir prisoners and turned tliein 
!oos«' wirliont eoverins:'. in a si'ason ot’wliieli the 
severity was extreim—of these it could not Ite 
expected that any could survive ; and. indeed, 
most of the other prisoners take n in this retreat 
perisht'd tVoiiMvant and cold. In the laiinMia‘4:<‘ 
of a repi>r! made t't the Ihnpi ror Alexandc'r. 
“ jumislnneiit followed so (piiek on these mis¬ 
creants. that they fell victims to the tlames in 
the dwelling's to \\hieh tin y had set lire, and 
were fro/en to death in the xerv houses which 
they had destroyed hy hreakinu' the doors and 
xvindows.” 

On the .jth ol' D m einln r Ihionaparte had 
readied Osehimiaiii. with nine battalions of in- 

Xapolcon, itiiriiie llie retreat, was always aveoiiipaiiictl l>y 
ills <iiiards.— Tile I'reiieli liiiijieror never lost >i;;lit of tin* 
lu'Cis-ary preeantinn to liis own personal safety, for notw’itli- 
staniJini;- his lieiii”' surronn<li <l hy his faithful (iiiurds, he con¬ 
stantly rode in Marshal |{erthier’s carriage, lettino /lis ouii 
follow empty, at a certain di-tanee, under a stronj; escort. 
The carriage of the Marshal had hiit an iiiadetpiatc escort, 
and die. hlinds were eoiistantlv drawn up. 

After the rrencli liniperor had ijuieted the fears of all 



iiiiitrv ;m:l 1():K) liorsi*. Ut r •, wliilsi tlif 

iMenrli wi iv jn-cpariii:;; (|Uni ti.TS iorllic the 


I'l'cnclimcii, wlio had not joined in tlic ci ii. ade to Moscow, 
tlironah tlie'Jfhli Ihdletin, and, hy dcccivin^^ ihem willi fal'i; 
slatcniciits of victories and honours rained, fiotwitliMaiidin" 
tlic siilliTinjjs tliey had endured, and hy > ndeavourini( to im¬ 
press all Murope with a mo-r sovereign con'enipt for the 
Co'-ack', he (phtted Molodelchino for I'raiK.e, as he rieitlier 
cre/li)cd himself'the stories he had told to his !,mod and faith- 
fid I renchmen, nor cnterlaim (1 the same conteinjit for the 
undisciplined hord. oi' Cossack' which lie « ished others to do. 
The followiii": nisiit he remained at Osehmiiani, fancyin'; 
himsell'perfectly safe from the enemy’ pursuit; however, sud¬ 
denly some Cossacks oalloppcd in I’nll speed ihr mnh thestrett 
v.IieVi' the limpei'or loil^ed.—Najiole.j.i iiistiuitly put out all 
the lights in his room, the Co-sacks passul the daik ticd 
house, aufi h.'•oke into an adjoining one, which sheoeil liehts. 
anil plundered the same, after which they oaliopped ;i\vay in 
the manner they had come.—Thus ae-nii his njus saved him 
from lallini; into the hands of the Co-siicks. 


The iuhahitants of Wilna were kept a lons^ time ignorant of 
the retreat of the I’rench, at least as a retreat, for that the 
army was moviii”' ujton Sniolenzk, to tlireateu Petcnhiire, 
was well known; however, unexpectedly thi; news arrived, 
that Napoleon would he at Wilna in a few hours.—'Monsieur 
de Ih^iior, the (iovernor, did not fail to ammunee the expect¬ 
ed siirival of the Emperor to the town as it petailiar mark of 
favour, and gave orders that his ma.stcr should l>e received 
with the usual marks of demonstration of joy. The magi-s- 
trates were not adorned with their robes of office, the colours 



Utissians It'l! upon tlicm swovd in haml, and cut 
m any of them to pieces.—TIu' enemy a; 4 ain pur- 

«if the corponitiiMis were vet aiiftirled, when the news w:i> 
broii'^ht that llie loiineror, that nioinent, hail pa'seil thi'oii;;h 
the skirls of tl|e town and taken the road to Kuw na ; every 
body ran iiislaiuly lothe spot by whieh the I'.inpi-ior xwi' 'aid 
to have jiassed, and no person knew how to aeeoiint for his 
sinlden appearanee and disajipearanee ; eonl'ii ein and tei ii.r 
reic'iied eiery m here—llie I Veiieh anthorities however spn ad 
a report of it not having been Napoleon, but the Duke of 
Vieenza; yet tliis dteeidion did not ki't lontt; l"i' it aelnally 
was the Enipiror, aeeonipanied by an e-eort ol aliont JiMt of 
the Neapolitan oaiard and I 'iilan'; this eseort, lioweu i-. eonld 
only follow him for a few iinles beyond Wilna. and from 
llieiieeoiilyafewoftheotlieirsri inained,«lio nion iti d pi a-anl 
sledofs, as their hor-i s were kiioeked nji, and io-t 'ioht ot' 
their master one after another. 

t)n the lllh Iteeeinber the 1 linpi ro,- arriu d on lns Ilyina 
.journey from lliis'ia lo .Stawisko, a Mila:.;i In iwn n .Sini/.m 
and l.omitfa.—lie was uaaeeonipanied by any of the ear- 
ria^es, and of eourse intent upon n nianiino ineo;fnito. To 
ha.sten the further pro;;ress of his journey he oot out ol'his 
carriage, and eondeseeiided to mijihre after another eonvey- 
anee ; the bystanders reeoonised linn, ami shew til the respeet 
due to the Emperor, w ho nninlerrupted by the demonstrations 
of astoiiishmcnt and res|)eet, eontinued to bargain for a sledge 
with two horses; after the baroain was made theEmperor 
allowed a.lew to sit near the driver as ({uide, and thus the 
journey was continued in full speed to I.omii'a, where 
’llU Majesty, for the fir.'t time, ehaufted cloaths and liiieu at 
the postmasters, since his victory on the lierezina. 



tlieir disastrous rctn-at ; f)n the evening of 
the fjth reached Wilna, and whicli they eva¬ 
cuated oil the 11th. 

An officer belongin'^ to llolienzollcr’s light cavalry, \va> 
passing near Ostrolenka, with a niiniber of rcinounl horses for 
the Aii'triau army, when sud>lenly a Kibelke in full speed 
came upon the column, npfin which the officer orderetl the 
driver to halt, to prevent confusion, when sointbody fronrths 
tehicle in<|(;ire<l the reason of the unexpected halt.—TheoffTi- 
l er e' plaineil; the traveller, however, who most likely had no 
tune to lose, would not listen to explanations, and both })arties 
growing warm, some harsh words and threats passed: the 
scene however terminated as usual, the stronger party liad his 
ordt r enl'orci d, and so the travellt r had to halt until the whole 
eolimm had passed.—.About half an bonr after, the Duke of 
Vicenza foilowi d and in((uired if the Jiniperor Napoleon liad 
p.isscd long sinee, and on the officer asking the dscrijition of 
the I'.inperor’s eijnipage, the Kibetke was discribed to him, 
when it was found that the I'reneb liinpcor. whose will and 
pleii'iin decides the fate of inillions, had been obliged to obey 
a subaltern officer: it may jterbaps appear strange that he 
should not liave made himself known in his passion, but it oe- 
i nneil to him most likely that even if he bad done so the offi- 
eer would have doubted bis assertion, in eouseiiuence of his 
umisuul and un-eui])eror like apjiearanee. 

tircal Chiefs and (’onnnanders must know bow to benefit 
by the most trifling oeeurreiiees—It is well known from the 
I'reneh reports themselves, that their cavalry was become a 
very insignificant part of the army ; but notwith.standiug this 
the Ianperor would not entirely give up their use, as appears 
from the following circumstance.—Not fai from Saiolciii'k a 
Russian palrole perceived a French vidette, w ithout the least 
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From the period of passing the Tlerezina to 
the arrival of Admiral Tchichagoff’s force at 
Wilna, that intrepid officer took l.K) pieces of 
artillery, upwards of 700 boxes ol'cartridges and 
rammers, ami so great a mnnl)er ot'baggage wag¬ 
gons, that the road in several places was choaki'd 
with them. He likewise captured two stand¬ 
ards, some generals, ami several tlioiisaml pri- 
sonei's. The ('iiemy’s rear-guard was attacked 
and so much cut to pieces that lu' continued to 
fly in disorder, ami without any <lcfcncc; his 
men dropped down with faintmss. ami tlirown 
into despair, surrendered themselves. 'I'lie 
enemy’s loss amounted to ;>0.()0() men ; and tin- 
roads were covered with their killed and wound¬ 
ed, and men dying with cold. 

motion. 'I'lic pal role, ;;>toni,'he(i at llic Ningular appraraiK r 
of till-vidi-ttv, approached ..low ly, when tlie latter Ite^an all 
manner of violent i;csticulaii((:v on the hor..e, and on eoinin”- 
still clo.'t r, llie\id(tte jninjud (.ff the hor.-e, and made hi.i 
escape in an adi< iniiig wood, the lior.-e reniainiti;; (piietly on 
its post; which was found on cUi.'^cr evaininatiim to Ix^ieai 
its end, and incapahle of puUin;r one Ic^ hefurc another; and 
heforc the [latrole mired it c.vpircd. 

The Rus.sians had di.scovered a method to collect and make 
prisoners the slragjjlcrs of the I'n-nch army, w itli snrpri.sing 
facility.—When it became dark they made lircs at .>.oine dis¬ 
tance from the roads; instantly the scattered and congcah.-d 
Frenchmen catix- forth from the wootls and Inrkiiig })laces to 
warm thetnselves,and were caught with the greatest facility. 



liiioiiiiparU*. iiotwitlistanding thr; numerous 
ri(!vaiiti;u(‘s * wliieii he lias at all times com- 

“ Bill Ilia parti' has jrreat advanta^'cs over his colemporaries. 
lie v. as lirointhl II]) in 1 lit-world, and in active life. Befin'* 
iiiiif: hi.' laritr a' asiihaltern, his profession obliged him to 
think ; .iiiii tin- habit of thinking no doubt taught him to cal- 
ciilaif. 'file n m.U nion cnablL'd him to see men of all descrip¬ 
tion'fxjiii'td without di'guise; and now Emperor, he easily 
•ICS ilirongli the masks of those who have the vanity or folly 
to attc lojit to (Irceive him. This adventurer is in possession 
of a.h.'oluti ji.iwi r, has the means to make that power irresist¬ 
ible, and has exiierience at an early perioil of life. He is the 
patron and [iroteclor of all sorts of principles, professions, and 
Jill jndiei s ; and is himself hound by none." The Military 
< tr'gani/ation of France also gives him great advantages.— 
By the conscript ion-laws, every male is liable to serve in the 
lowest military capacity ; there is neither legal e.\cmption, 
nor |)rivilegcd ]>rcfcrinent; and conseiiuently there is no sub¬ 
ject for jealousy in the army, nor for di-content in the com- 
nnmity. In ITance ujiwards of six millions of men are able 
to carry arms; of these, two niillions and a half are between 
Is and 2d. Any number of these young men may be armed 
and [Hit in motion by a parole d'ortlre; for both the legisla¬ 
tion and sovereignty .of France are in the staff of the army : 
the military is the only road to consideration and power; and 
such is now the reputation of that profession, that, to avoid 
the contempt of the public, it is necessary either to serve or 
to have served. These are advantages wnich no other go. 
vernment possesses." Sketches ctf the Strength of France and 
Russia, 
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mauded, was now placed in an i xtreine perilous 
situation, more so than any wliicli we have 
liitheito contemplated;—with a determined 
enemy surroundim; him on all sides, and with 
his means of transport, and even of del’ence, daily 
wastinij away, one only chance remained for his 
po-rsonal escape, and that, though atleiuh’d with 
})eril. he attemi)ted.—On tic eth of Decemher 
he rpiitted the army, leavin.; the chief (numand 
to -Murat, the Kinu' ot' ^.’aplt-. and travelled 
ificoii'. in a siimle dut'. '■ ith and under tile 
name ofllu' Duki’ of \ ic. . 1/1 ; 1 . 1 the 1 ,t'n he 
arrived at Dresden ; and on the l^ili at I’aris. 

Mr. Burke, in his earliest i ssay. when 'O! ak¬ 
in"' ofSesostris. in his expedi’ion to iheCoa' '-. 
of the Mediterraieain. -ji' .s a pas^aje wich i; i 
cannot avoid (jiiotini;; it is tridy <li ser;|): ..1 

the samrtiinarv career, ami the iiiijns' inoli\i< 
which have directed the condnel oi' Biionaj)ai e . 
—lie ohserves, "We shall see thi'- eon(|tier<M 
(the oldest we have on the re<‘ords ot !ie to’\) 
openiii"'the sci-ne hy a destruction ol at le;e! 
one million of his species, unprovoked Init liy 
his amhition, without any motives Imt pride, 
cruelty, and madness, and without any hem alt 
to Itimself; hut solely to make so many people, 
in so distant countries, had cxpcrinitiitally how 
severe a scourge IVovideiice jiiteuds for the hu- 
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man racr when lie gives one man the power 
over many, and arms his naturally impotent and 
fee.hh' rage with the liands of millions, who 
know no common piin('ii)le of action but a blind 
obedience to the passions of their ruler.” 

On the rith of December the Emperor of 
Russia issued a proclamation, stating the nece;^- 
sity of keeping up a military force adequate to 
(he < ircmiist me. s o(' the times.—In it In; ob- 
servi'd. tinii iiM.-sn liaviiig been invaded by an 
eiiciny. le;;<!iii!L' aiiii/ Ir'.jin almost every Euro¬ 
pean nation, ii.iu iiemi ol.liged to make enor- 
■I’ens saeriili -s ; a;.d though, by the aid of the 
Dr> lie I’rov.nlcnee, those ariiiies had been eii- 
>:■! i> (*:->!pa!ed, and their poor remains were 
.(.‘ .s 'liu safety ie a preci|iitate flight, yet it bc- 
unn neee'NSi.ry to uiaiutain the alory of the 
. i; i O' l)\ such a military establishment as 

' iU- iisuiv permanent security. The arm of 
(nani was broken, but his destructive 
-nanuili vliould be prevented from reviving; 
ainl iu' power over the nations, who serve him 
( III of terror, ttikeii away. Russia, extensive, 

I 'ch, and pacific, sought no con(|Ut'sts, —wished 
not to dispttse of thrones. She desired tranquil- 
liiy lor herst'lf, and for all. She would not, how¬ 
ever, suffer the wicked so to abi;se her modera¬ 
tion, as to endanger the well-being of herself, or 
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of other nations; that painful as it was to call 
upon a loyal and affeetitmate people for new ex¬ 
ertions, yet it would lu' still more painful to see 
them exposed to ealaniities for the want of an 
adequate defenee : and that the most urievons 
calamities would result from the success of In'r 
late invaders, was evident, from the enormities 
they liad already committi-d. riic I’.mitoror 
trusted in (jod ami Isis hrave armies, \\hich 
couhl he ra.ised to that imi»osina mimher. uliiidi 
was alisohitoly iiecc'ssarv lor th" preservation of 
what had heeii purchased hy so manv i ihonrs 
and sa<’rifiees, and so much hhtod. Inconse¬ 
quence, it was ordered - 

1. That there shotild he a general lev\ 
throughout the em[>iie of < ight men in every 
. 500 . 

?. That the governments of J’ultowa, Cherni- 
goflf, Courland, Wiliia, Ciroduo, .Minsk, Hialv- 
stok, Tarnapol, and Georgia, should he ex¬ 
empted. 

.‘J. That Siheria should have a separate regu¬ 
lation. 


4 . That the land-owners and citizens who had 
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lurriislicd men to the militia, should be exempted 
from this lew. 

.' 3 . That the levy should be commenced in 
each tiovernment within two weeks, and ended 
within four, from the publication of this order. 

I’lie pro'^ri'ss of the Russian army iji the pur¬ 
suit of the enemy still became every hour 
mor<‘ rapid and remarkable;—the spell was 
broken.—tlie name of invincible no longer 
a[)])ertained to tin* Trench eagles,—Every step 
the llussian ibrces advanced was a victory, 
and distinctive to the enemy.—At this moment 
Russia exhibited an exalted aspect to the 
whole world, and on her I'tforts new life was 
given to the expiring embers of continental fri'c- 
dom. lns[)ired by a thirst of vengeance on an 
enemy who tacitly admitted that the devastation 
he had made on their properties was occasioned 
by their refusing any longer to shut their ports 
against Hritish shipping, and to give eflect to his 
lawless decrees relative to British manufactures, 
(which he supposes “ would be an infallible 
method of forcing England to sue for peace, upon 
conditions which should annihilate her naval 
superiority,”) the Russians, when exposed to 
unavoidable wants from the rapid spirit with 
which they pursued the enemy, bore them 
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with courage, and followed up tlieir advantages 
with the most determined spirit. 

Sesslavin eanie up with a parl\ of tlie I’reiieh 
near U’iliin. ar.d attacked llu iu: he took six 
pieet's of eannon and one eagle.—llaxiiig alier- 
wards joiiu'd a detachment under Major-tieiie- 
rrd Lanskoy, an attempt was made to eair\ tho 
town of W ilua ; Itut timling tlieinselves too weak 
for the I'liemy’s infantry, disjtersed throngliout 
the houses, they w«-re under tlie lucessity of 
waiting the arrival of tin- advaneed-guard ol 
Tehieliagotrs artny.—The following day tin- 
enemy were dislodged from M ilna. where they 
left a great iiuiidK r of eannon. and very eonsider- 
ahli- magazines. 

On the same day, (^oiiiit Witgeiistein having 
sejit out several detaehmeiits of eavalrv iti pursuit, 
one of these, commanded hythe Aide-de-( ami» 
Count K utusotT. took a corps of IJavarians |)ri- 
soners. consisting ol l^ti ofiieers, and i tueii. 
—On the li>tli of Deeetiiher Field Marshal Ku- 
tiisolf established his head-tpiarters at Wilna. 

(jcueralCount I’latotl’*, in passing near Wilna 

* Sir Robert Wilaon liii- in llis .Skefcli of tin- Cain- 

paigiia of IStKi and ISO? in Pnland, tlie following aiitcdolcsof 
tieneral I’lato/K 
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on the 11 til of ])(‘ceinber, drove the enemy hack 
about five vversts, as they w ere defiliii<_r in eolurrin 
bv I’osroulianka ; and haviiii; allowed the first 
column to pass, (with which the Count Orloff- 
Denisofl' had already been engaged) he directed 
Ma, jor-Generai Nar-hmauotf and Count Orloff'to 
attack the c-neniy with spirit from the riglit 
flank ; and I’rince Kasatkin llostoHsky. with 
some regiments of hussars and dranoons, from 
the left. I'he column of the enemy w as divided 
into two, and entirely destroyed. General Lau- 
zan w as made prisoner, ;)() officers, and n|)W’ards 
of 1000 men, and they took two pair of colours 
and two standards. The remainder of the enemy 
was pursueil by the horse artillery to the moun¬ 
tains of Ponary, near w hieli another column was 

•• An oflivvr rami,- to (General PlatoiV and demanded an 
iirniistice bt tn een the advanct-d and pci'na.-.'ion to bury 

the dead M liieh remained on llie plain at Zeeherii: (ieneral 
I’laioll’ answered, that, ‘ the weather lieinp; cold, there was 
no (lani;er of ineonvenienn' from their want of interment, 
and that he should give himself no thought about their obse- 
(jiiies, but he warned off in future all such frivolous messen¬ 
gers, unless they wishcil to itiereasi' the ninuiicr of the iin- 
hiiricd.’ At Tilsit, when tlu French (icnorals sent to request 
leave to present their compliments to him in person, he 
answered, “ There might he peace between his sovereign and 
Buonaparte, but no civilities between him and themand 
lie ordered his sentries to admit no French whatsoever in 
their circle.” 



nearly destroyed l)y the sabre and havoiiet; 2S 
pieees of eaimoii, as many tiiui!)rils, with their 
train complete, fell into the hands of the Uiissians 
near this s])ot. 

On the 1 1th of December, Oeneral Count 
PlatotV, in full imrsuil of the einmiy, arrived at 
ten o’clock in the inornins: at Kowno. and tin* 
enemy, unitimj with the troops in the town, 
which was surrftiinded by entrc'iiehnu’iits, havinjj 
redoubts upon its heiirhts, maintained and tie- 
fended himself with obstinacy, o|)enin;i at the 
same time a very eonsidi'rable lire. The can¬ 
nonade contiiined on both sides till dark. In 
the meantime, ('onnt PlatolV ordered his regi¬ 
ments of J)on Cossacks to pass the Niemen 
upon the iee. t<i menace the enemy n])on the 
left bank ol the rivt'r, and t<^ fort i‘ him either to 
abandon the town as tpiiek as jtossible. or to snr- 
rtuder. Towards nitrht, twt) eolnnms, one after 
thefither, made a sortie from the tttwn, but they 
had hardly passed the river, when the Cossacks 
vigorottsly attacked tlnmi with their pikes, and 
dispersed them, leaving a ettnsidt'rable number 
of killed on the spot. One party of them fled 
along the river towards Tilsit, another took the 
road Wilkowiski, being pursued by the e//7e of 
the ('ossacks.—Se\('ral ofticers of rank wen- 
amongst the killed, and two standards were taken. 
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At the caimirc of K(i\vna wore made prisoners, 
SO staff and other officers, aiul ahovo .500 pri¬ 
vates, without reckoninj^ tiui invalids tlial were 
found in the liospitals. During the pursuit of 
tlie enemy for three days, and u{)on his defeat 
on the Niemen, 5000 were made prisoners, 
amongst whom were two colonels, and above 
1()0 stall'anti other officers ; and 21 pieces of 
cannon w ere taken. Even in this town wort; 
tound 77!) avlillery tumbrils complete, and with 
all their aninuniilion : and in the magazines 
.‘3000 tschetwert of rye and corn. 

On the ‘22.1 of Dcr'ember tiie Emperor of 
Russia arrived at Wdua*, w iiiclt, irom its cen- 

*■ The Karl nf Tyrconiit !, a y<:n!i!!r nel'I.-uiaii oi' very flis- 
talents, anti Aide-tie-. to in- iieyal lii^flrncss 
the Oiike of York, and a Capiain in tire I.-f l oot Guards, who 
had afeoinpanied I.t'rd t'athcart to Rus-ia, died at Wilna on 
the ‘iOth of Dee. 1.S12.—His Lordsliip serted with the army 
undtr Aiimiral Tehiehagoll', and his zeal and de.sirc to sec 
every tran-action of that arniy h d him to expose himself to 
cold and faiioue beyond his strentt.’h, especially during the 
pursuit of the French from the IJerezina to Wiina. It ap¬ 
pears that a pulmonic complaint had already made a conside- 
rahle progress, and (hl'se exertions brought on the fatal eflccts 
of that disease with great rapidity. Hc^first stated himself to 
tie ill oil the 1 lih of December, the clay of his arrival at Wiina, 
wliere he expired on the ‘20th December, llis Lordship had 
the Irest medical assistance, with every care and attention that 
could be procured. Field-Marshal Prince Kutusoft' Smolenzk 
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tr;il situation, was adniirahly a<laptcd for liis Ini- 
porial ^lajosty tr> direct tin- movenients of the 
didereul armies, aeeordiiiir as political events 
might it-quirt'. 

The followiiiu is a sialement of tin-eaptiirrs 
niadeliy the- Riissiaiis up tothe^dth of Dee.— 
I p to the 'iOth of Deei'inher were taken ,>.) 
(lenerals, ‘KXi o/fieers ; 1 l.j.OOO iioii-eoininis- 

sioned oHie(‘rs and soldiers, 7 Id pieces of eaiiinjii. 
Troin the t>()th to the ‘.>,)th of l)eeeni!»er one 
General, l.Xi otfiet-rs. P7 >t noii-eoinmissioni'd 
oflieers and soldiers, ids pieces of <annoii. 
Besides these were taken at Wilna. 7 (iein rals, 
i?43 odieers, I !,7.i() non-eomniissioned ollieers 
and soldiers, ‘>17 j)ie(:es of eannon.— Total 11 

oi'flfRd iill military honoiiis to i>c pai'l to his and 

•lirccU'd a monument to In ( n etol tii tin eliiireh of tin la- 
rormed religion. I.onl (‘atliean oliM iaid on tin- no!>leman’' 
death, tliat, “ it u.is hnt jn>tiee to the memory ol I.onl 'I’jr- 
eonndtosay, tli: ! in e\< ry silitation in ulnelihe had Intn 
jilaeed >iin:e In' wa* emjiloyed underliist iuhassy, lie coinlueti-il 
himself with the ulm<»l zeal and |ir«>|iriety, and rained the 
esteem of »very Inaly to whom he was known m Sw«d<n 
and l>us>ia.” Ills last letter> to his frien.ls wei'ir dated the day 
liefore his death, and they were full of evjire.ssions ofevnlta- 
tion at the overthrow of the french army. AccordniH; to his 
LordsliiiA estimate, IVom the instant that the f'rciicll left Smo¬ 
lensk, the average of human beings feiund fruzeii tu death on 
the road.s, was 1500 daily. 
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(I’cncrals, offircrs, Ui7,610 non-cornmis- 

sioncd oftict'rs and soldiers, 1131 j/ieces of 
eannon. 

l/ist of rrench Generals taken up to this 
period. 

St. Genies, General of Brigade; Ferrim-.^ 
Chief of the Neapolitan Statf; Bonami, General 
f»f Briii’ade : Alnieiras, Gi>neral of Division ; 
Bnrta, General of Brifrade ; Meriage. ditto ; 
Klinnel, ditto ; Jhcnssiinr, ditto ; Camus, ditto; 
Bflliard, ditto ; Partono. General of Division; 
Dehtri*, Chief of the Statf: 'I'v sskiewiez, General 
of Brigade; Wasiletlski; Angereaii, (iiiieral of 
Brigade; Kaminskv, ditto ; L’Enl'antin. ditto; 
D’Orsan, ditto ; Sanson; I'elletier, General of 
Division; Freir Fego, General of Brigade; 
Matnszewiez, General of Artillery; Konopka, 
General of Brigade ; Eliser ; Blannnont, General 
of Brigade ; Cordelier, ditto ; Pouget, ditto ; 
Prowbask, ditto; Gauthrise, ditto; Dziwa- 
nowski,ditto; Lefevre,ditto; Zajonezell, General 
of Division; Guillanine, ditto; Wrede, ditto; 
Seran, ditto; Vivier, ditto; Gussaint, ditto; 
Norniond, ditto; A'onouski, ditto; Boeder, ditto; 
Troussaint, ditto; Valencin, ditto; Borstell. 
ditto. 
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Tho scattered rt'nniaiits orBiioiiaparto’s forces 
were imremittiiiLrly pursued hv the Russians: 
thetbrnier hatl now paNSi d the I’russiaii I'roiitier, 
and tlie latter eonlinued to liarass tin ir re¬ 
treat and cut (liV tln-ir su])])lit s. I'lie cxtroiuf 
severity of the weather, and the dcstruetive re¬ 
treat whicli the t netny had ('onstautl\ made, 

A |iroof huw jreni'ia! tlii’ liorsi-lli-h ilii i wa^ in tin I i i in li 
army i>, that the ]nii|i!i' heliai^iii:;' tu tin' 1 ;iti]i( roi ’' I'Mti 
hoii.^th<>M (ini not that litre. Alter tin tiikint; of 

Via>inii, the earcu'e of a hor-e na. toitinl in evt ry honM- 
which had writUn w it willi chalk “ di- ('Ei:iptu n’-.'' 

It is well known what care and o,m« 1 tri atinent the I'ii in h 
soldier t \|iects to n eeive w In it he Co'.tie- into i|\iaiti r- iiltef 
a tnareh; .so inneh 'O, that liny ( te n deniatid <h heacie. I'',,ni 
tiie I’oli'h peasant : theretrcit I'roin Moscow, howettr. winch 
astoiiislnd so niiich all I'.nroju , yn iitl_\ ciianoul tin a|>|ictitc 
ot'the 1 reiich soldi, ry, a-w ill ii|)|M ;ir in the l■llloWlle 4 occiir- 
reiiec in the town oC Thaloiiitt hnii', win re tin wife of a Jiro- 
I'essor was stainhno at a w .niiow and niakni:;oliscrt atiins n|ion 
tile depliiralile a|>|i( iiranee of the I'leiieh (Oiards, a. tin y 
passed hy, w hen suddenly sevi ral ollit ers ran into her fooiii 
toward.s the fire to wariii themselves. In the mnUlle of tht 
room stofid a kettle v.illi incited tallow, wlneli the otlieers iiu 
bOoner peretiveil, than they tjnilted their posts at tho stove, 
and hastened to the kettle, swallowing vyitli oreat avidity the 
melted tallow, which they took, in laroe (jiiantitie.s, out of 
the kettle. When they had .satisfied their hunger, the lady 
of the liouse expressed her great surprise at the false appetite 
whicll they displayed; to which the oflicer rcpli«l, “ tliat 
after the fare they had met with since Ix-ing at .Moscow, their 
btomaebi did not turn at any tiling, and that afler having 
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drove man}' of the French soldiers to acts of 
desperation. iNlanv threw away their arms and 

lived for some time on nearly pulrid liorne-fledi, melted tallow 
was a sfreat treat to their palates.” 

from the ineretL-e of every misery that could possibly attend 
an army, the IVench had arrived at what the ancients termed 
tlie ;;i)lden age, for in regard to the several gradations of rank, 
at otlii r times so strictly adhered to by the military, it had sO* 
Mitirely ceased, that as to dress, mode of living, and due 
respect, not the least difli'i'ence existed between the soldier 
and theolhcer; and in regard to money, that article had so 
Complete ly lost its vain.', that nothing could be purchased 
with it, and lu w ho had his pockets well supplied w ith Najio- 
leons, u as by no means richer than he who was not jKissesseel 
of a single penny. l?rt*ad was jmrehased with tobacco, sjtirils, 
pieces of fur, Ke. anel the period v hen money might again 
be of service or value appeare d to be-so distant, that but few 
of the most able and be.dily-siroiig sjiee-ulated on such sceon- 
tlary and trifling- concerns as gedd and silver. 'I'iie-spirit and prae- 
ti(-t- of e-\changing were become .<0 habitual that on the niareli 
of the (Irand Armt/ through the scvei-. al Polish teewns anel vil¬ 
lages, where the- .lews had asse nihie-d and iined the streets on 
liolh siiles, to see the roimnns pass, tl'.a Ouarels used to take 
the w arm fur etips quietly from off the lieads of the Jews, in 
passing, replace iheiti w ith their ow n fine and elegant regi¬ 
mental caj)s, and march on without uttering a syllable: the 
Jews returning home with their ceikl head-dress to their warm 
rooms, frightened tlfeir wives and children by their martial 
ai)]n’aranct". 

Ill Smolenzk, where the first, and something like a regular 
distribution of provision was made, the most sanguinary con¬ 
tests were fought at every inagazitic, An oflicerhad the good 



basjffa^o; the j;Mvati'r })art had lu ithe.' 1)oots or 
any covering' to their feet ; those \vho could ob- 

I'ortuiii' lo obtain a lar^i- i-licoo, anil w as inovinif off as fast 
as jiossibli' to liis (luartiTs, win n some soiilii rs met him, and 
wanted to take the eheesc fiom liim ; lie, liowever, resisted 
vi>;oroiisly, and as the noise beeame treater, more soldiers ar¬ 
rived on the sjiot. The oflieer was knoeked dow n; ne\erthe- 
less he contimu d to keep hold of the i heese with his hand' 
.aifU teeth : the soldiers drew their sabres—de.ith appeared be¬ 
fore the oflicer’s eyes, but still he held fast lii' treasure : the 
soldiers, however, hael no intention of murder, hiit only 
Used their sabres to divide, as epiiek as ]ie>ssihle' the cheese 
on the oftieer’s body, and every one of them went olf w ith a 
"eiod ]iie-ce-, and left only a hit of ernst to tin: otViee r. 

The total dissolution of disei|>line in the' French army e an 
easily be iniao;ined, if we'conside r that eirder and reonlarity 
hael been greatly neglecteal long befeire the army had passe'd 
the Russian frontiers. At Lauenhea'g, in East I’rnssia, an 
order was issucel to all (.'ommanding < Mlie'l’rs eif corj)-, to take¬ 
away, and ilrive on w ith them all cattle- near llieir eanteinim-nts, 
and what tliey met e>n the line eif mare-h. After Mich an orele-r 
no bounds were to be expeete-d from the- soldiers taking wliat 
came in their way, and marauding and plnndering were tin- 
orders of the day : hut afti-r they had passed the Niemien they 
hecame still more disorde rly. At W’ilna, where the Fre-ne-h 
head-e|narters were, complaints arrived i'roni all ])arls; and 
to put an end to this disgraceful conduct, some of the strag¬ 
glers were shot, hut this not having the de.sircd ellecl, some 
inoveahle cidumns were ibrined, and scut in all directions to 
take the marauders, and the executions, wliicli in the begin¬ 
ning were attended witli some ceremony, became now so Ire- 
quent, that the delinipients, without the least notice or 
jlM^raony, were shot as they were taken, but all the shootinj; 
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tain ])lankcts, wrapped themselves therein, and 
protected their feet with old hats ; some covered 
themselves with sacks, mats, and skins of animals, 
and the d(!ad and dying were stripped to obtain 
coverings from the cold. In many parts the 
roads wt;re rendered impassable from the heaps 
of dead and dying; the ground on which they 
bivoiiaced during the night, resembled, on t1i« 
ensuinir morn, a field of battle. 

'file subjoined proclamations were at this 
|)eriod issued, and merit attention. 

DECLARATIOX. 

“ At tlu' moment of my ordering the armies, under my 
eommund, to pass the Prussian frontier, the Emperor, 
my master, directs me to declare, that this step is to be 
considered in no t)ther light than as the inevitable conse- 
tiuence of the military operations. 

“ Faithful to the principles which have actuated his 
conduct at all times, his Imperial Majesty is guided by 
no view of eoiupiest. The sentiments of moderation which 
have ever characterised his policy arc still the same, after 
the decisive successes with which Divine Providence has 
blessed his legitimate eflbrts. Peace atid independence 

had no <'f1l‘et, and at last, on account of the immense number 
confined, they were obliged to send them in large transports 
to the galleys, to pienent the liberaleil Poles witnessing the 
scenes of such disorgauixatioii. 

VOl,. J. o 



shall be their result. These his Majesty offers, together 
with his assistance, to every people, who, being at pre¬ 
sent obliged to oppose him, shall abandon the cause of 
Napoleon in order to follow that of their real interest. I 
invite them to take advant.age of the fortunate opening 
which the Russian armies have produced, and to unite 
themselves with them in the pursuit of an enemy whose 
precipitate flight has discovered its loss of power. It is to 
Prussia in particular to which this invitation is addressed. 
It is the. intention of his Imperial Majesty to put an end 
to the calamities by which she is oppressed, to demon¬ 
strate to her king the’ friendship which he preserves for 
him, and to restore to the Monarchy of Frederick its eclat 
and its extent. He hopes that his Prussian Majesty, ani¬ 
mated by sentiments which this frank declaration ought 
to produce, will, under such circumstances, take that 
part alone, which the wishes of his people, and the inte¬ 
rest of his States, demand. Under this conviction, the 
Emperor, my master, has sent me the most positive 
orders to avoid every thing that could betray a spirit of 
hostility between the two powers, and to endeavour, 
within the Prussian provinces, to soften, as far as a state 
of war will permit, the evils which for a short time must 
result from their occupation. 

(Signed) 

“ The Marshal Commandcr-in-Cluef of the. Armies, 
PRINCE KUTUSOFF SMOLENSK.” 
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PROCLAMATION. 

“ When the Emperor of all the Russias was compelled 
by a war of aggression, to take arms f.'>r the defence of 
his States, his Imperial Majesty, from the accuracy of 
his combinations, was enabled to form an estimate of the 
important results which that war might produce with 
respect to the independence of Europe. The most 
heroic constancy, the greatest sacrifices, have led to a 
series of triumphs; and when the Commander-in-Chief, 
Prince Kiitusoff Smolenzk, led his victorious troops be¬ 
yond the Niemeii, the same principles still continued to 
animate the Sovereign. At no period has Russia been 
accustomed to practise that art, (too much resorted to in 
modern wars,) of exaggerating, by false statements, the 
success of her arms. But with whatever modesty her 
details might now’ be penned, they would appear in¬ 
credible. Ocular witnesses are necessary to prove the 
facts to France, to Germany, and to Italy, before the slow 
{trogress of truth will fill those countries with mourning 
and consternation. Indeed, it is difficult to conceive 
that in a campaign of only four months’ duration, 130,000 
prisoners should have been taken from the enemy, besides 
‘)(>0 pieces of cannon, 4!> stand of colours, and all the 
waggon train and baggage of the army. A list of the 
names of all the Generals taken is hereunto annexed. It 
will be easy to form an estimate from that list of the num¬ 
ber of superior and subaltern officers taken. It is suffi¬ 
cient to say, that out of .390,000 men, (exclusive of 
Austrians,) who penetrated into ffie heart of Russia, not 
,10,000 of them, even if they should be favoured by for- 



tune, will over revisit their counliy. ITir manner in 
which the Emperor Napoleon repassed the Russian 
frontier can assuredly he no longer a secret to Europe. 
So much glory, and so many advantages, cannot, however, 
change the personal d!s[)ositions of Ins Majesty the liin- 
peror of all the Russias. Tiie grand principles of the in¬ 
dependence of Europe have always formed the basis of 
his policy; for that policy is fixed in his heart. It is 
beneath his character to jtermit any endeavours to be 
made to induce the j)eoplc to resist the oppression and to 
throw oft' the yoke which has weighed them down for 
twenty years. It is their government whose eyes ought 
to be opened by the actual situation of France. Ages 
tnay elapse before an opportunity equally favourable 
again presents itself; and it would be an abuse of the 
goodness of Providence not to take advantage of this 
crisis to reconstruct the great work of the equilibrium (tf 
Europe, and thereby to insure public tranquillity and 
individual happiness.” 

'riic Order of the Day issued by the Marshal 
(ieueral Kutusofi’ Smolenzk to the troops from 
VV^ilna, on the 2d of Jantiarv, is alike de.serving 
of notice. 

Brave and victorious troops! you are at last upon the 
frontier of the empire. Each of you have been the pre¬ 
server of the country : Russia has bestowed upon you this 
title. The rapid pursuit of the enemy, and the extraor¬ 
dinary difficulties that you have sujjported in this cam¬ 
paign, astonish all nations, and have acquired' for you 
immortal glory. Such brilliant victories are without 
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example. During two whole months your hand has 
daily punished the misereants. The road that they have 
pursued is strewed with dead todies. Their Chief, in 
his flight, sought for his personal safety alone. Death 
has raged in their ranks : thousands f»‘ll together and pe¬ 
rished. Thus has the wrath of the Almighty hurst over 
them, and thus hath He protected his people. 

Not resting ourselves in the midst of our heroic aeijons 
—we must still j)rocecd farther: we must pass our fron¬ 
tiers, and endeavour to accomplish the defeat of the ene¬ 
my in the face of their allies. But we will not follow 
the example of their rage and frenzy, which disgrace the 
soldier. They have burnt our habitations—have nolated 
our sanctuaries ! but you have beheld in what manner 
the arm of the Almighty has punished their impiety.— 
Let us he liberal, and make a distinction between the 
enemy and the peaceable inhabitants ! Justice and cle¬ 
mency towards the latter will manifest most certainly, 
that we do not seek to enslave them, nor aspire to a vain 
glory; but that our object is to free from misery and de¬ 
struction even those who have taken arms against Russia. 
The constant desire of His Majesty tlic Emperor is, that 
the tranquillity of the inhabitants be not disturbed, and 
that their property remain in perfect safety. At the same 
time that he makes known this his sacred desire, he firmly 
relies that each soldier will pay the utmost attention 
thereto, and that not one of them will dare to forget it; 
and I call upon the Commanders of Corps and Divisions, 
in the name of His Imperial Majesty, in order that they 
may strictly adhere to this instruction. 

At Wilna, on the 6th of January, the Emperor 
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Alexander issued the annexed most just and ani¬ 
mating proclamation—a proclamation which 
cannot fail in creating at all times a spirit of in¬ 
terest and universal admiration. 


“ God and all the world are witnesses with what ob¬ 
jects the enemy entered our dear country. Nothing 
C9uld avert his malevolent and obstinate intentions.— 
Proudly calculating on his own force, and on those which 
he had embodied against us from all the European pow¬ 
ers, and hurried on by desire of conquest and thirst for 
blood, he hastened to penetrate even into the bosom of 
our great empire, to spread amongst us the horrors and 
all the misery of a war of devastation, and to come upon 
us by surprise, but for which he liad long been preparing. 
Having foreseen, by former proofs of his unmeasured am- 
liition and tlie violence of his f)rocecdings, what bitter 
sufferings he was about to inflict upon us, and seeing him 
already pass our frontiers witi; a fury which nothing could 
arrest, wc have been compelled, though with a sorrowful 
and wounded heart in invoking the aid of God, to draw 
the sword, and to promise to our empire that wc would 
not return it to the scabbard so long as a single enemy 
remained in arms in our territory. Wc fixed firmly in 
our hearts this determination, relying on the valour of the 
people whom God has confided to us j and wc have not 
been deceived. Wliat proofs of courage, of bravery, of 
piety, of piitience, and of fortitude has not Russia shewn ? 
The enemy, who penetrated into her bosom with all his 
characteristic ferocity and rage, has not been able to 
draw from her a single sigh by the severe wounds he has 
inflicted. 
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It would seem that with the blood which flowed, her 
spirit of bravery increased ; that the burning villages ani¬ 
mated her patriotism, and the destruction and profanation 
of the temples of God strengthened her faith, and nou¬ 
rished in her the sentiment of implacable revenge. The 
army, the nobility, the gentry, the clergy; the merchants, 
the people, in a word, all classes, all estates of the em¬ 
pire, neither sparing their property or their lives, have 
breathed the same spirit—a spirit of courage and of piety, 
a love equally ardent for their God and for their countiy. 
This unanimity, this universal zeal, have produced effects 
hardly credible, such as have scarcely existed in any age. 
Let us contemplate the enormous force collected from 
twenty kingdoms and nations, united under the same 
standard, by an ambitious and atrocious enemy, flushed 
with success, which entered our country; half a million 
of soldiers, infantry and cavalrj-, accompanied by fifteen 
hundred pieces of cannon. With forces so powerful, he 
pierces into the heart of Russia, extends himself, and 
begins to spread fire and devastation. Bubsix months 
have scarcely elapsed since he passed our frontiers, and 
what has become of him ? Let us here cite the words 
of the holy Psalmist— 

I myself have seen the ungodly in great power, and 
flourishing like a green bay tree.” 

“ I went by, and lo, he was gone: I sought him, but 
his place could no where be found.” 


PSAJLM xxxvii. V. 36, 37 . 
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This sublime sentence is accomplished in r.ll its force 
on our anogant and impious enemy. Where are his ar¬ 
mies, like a mass of black clouds which the wind has 
drawn together ? They are dispersed as rain. A great 
part wetting the earth with their blood, cover the fields 
of the Governments of Moscow, Kaluga, Sinolenzk, 
W'hite Russia, and [jiihuania. Another part, eipially 
great, has been taken in the frequent battles, with 
majiy Generals and Commanders. In fine, after nume¬ 
rous bloody combats, in the end whole regiments, im¬ 
ploring the magnanimity of their conquerors, have laid 
down their arms before them. The rest, eom])osing a 
number equally great, pursued in their precipitate flight 
by our victorious troops, overtaken by cold and hunger, 
have strewed the road from Moscow to the frontiers t)f 
Russia with carcasses, cannons, waggons, and baggage; 
so that, of those numerous forces, a very inconsiderable 
part of the soldiers, exhausted and without arms, can, 
with difficulty, and almost lifeless, return to their coun¬ 
try, to serve as a terrible exatnple to their countrymen of 
the dreadful sufferings which must overtake those rash 
men, who dare to carry their hostile designs into the bo¬ 
som of powerful Russia. 

To-day we inform our well-beloved sind faithful sub¬ 
jects, with a lively joy and grateful acknowledgments 
towards God, that the reality has surpassed even our 
hopes; and that what we announced at the commence¬ 
ment of this war, is acconijdished beyond all measure: 
there is no longer a single enemy on the face of our ter¬ 
ritory, or, rather, there they all remain; but in what 
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state?—(lead, wounded, and prisoners. Even their 
proud Chief himself has with the utmost difficulty 
escaped, with his |)rincipul officers, leaving his army dis¬ 
persed, and abandoning his cannon, of which there are 
more than lOOt) pieces, exclusive of those buried or 
thrown into the water, which have been r^'covered, and 
are now in our hands. Tlie scene of the destruction of 
his armies surpasses all belief. One almost imagines 
that our eyes deceive us. Who has been able to effeefr 
this? Without derogating from the merited glory of the 
Commander-in-Chief of our armies, this distinguished 
(icncral, who has rendered to his country services for 
ever memorable, and without detracting from the merits 
of other valiant and able commanders, who have distin¬ 
guished themselves by their zeal and ardour, nor from 
the general bravery of their troops, we must confess that 
what they have accomplished surpasses all human power. 
Acknowledge, then. Divine Providence in this wonderful 
event. I^et us prostrate ourselves before his sacred 
throne, and evidently seeing his hand chastising pride 
and impiety. Instead of boasting and glorying in ouv vic¬ 
tories, learn from this great and terrible example to be 
modest and peaceable executors of his law' and his will; 
to resemble not those impious profanators of the temples 
of God, whose ciueasses, without number, now’ serve as 
f(X)d for dogs and crow’s. God is mighty in his kindness 
and in his anger. L<;t us be guided by the justice of our 
actions, and the purity of our sentiments, .as the only 
path w’hich leads to him. Ix‘t us ]»roeeed to the temple 
of his sanctity, and there, erow’ned with his hand, thank 
him for the benefits whieli he has bestowed upon us; ad¬ 
dressing to him our ardent supplications, that he will ex- 
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tend to us his favour, and put an end to the war; 
granting us victory on victory, and the wislicd-for peace 
and tranquillity. 

On the same day the Emperor issued a second 
proclamation, announcing his intention to erect 
in the capital of his empire, a church dedicatctl 
to Jesus Christ, in eternal remembrance of the 
unexampled zeal, of the fidelity, patriotism, and 
love for religion, by which the Russian nation 
distinguished itself in the time of calamity, and 
to witness his gratitude towards Divine Provi-- 
dence for preserving his empire from the ruin 
which menaced her. 

The Emperor remained sixteen or seventeen 
days at Wilna, where his Imperial Majesty- 
issued many regulations and decrees for the 
restoration of order in various provinces which 
had sufiered, and for prevention of disease Irom 
the infection of prisoners, and from the number 
of dead bodies and quantity of carrion still aboA-e 
ground. In the neighbourhood of Wilna, sixteen 
thousand cor])scs* were piled up in heaps, for 
the purpose of being consumed by fire, when 

* In conformity to directions issued by the Ktissian 
government, for the complete destruction of the dead bodies 
of men and horses belonging to the enemy, which fell in battle, 
or perished from the cold, and had not been committed to 
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sufficient wood could be procured;. numbers 
were uncollected in the roads and villages; and 
the mortality in the hospitals at Wilna was for 
a time very great. The Emperor repeatedly 
visited all the hospitals. From Wilna the pur¬ 
suit was carried on in separate routes upon 
Kowna by General Witgenstein and the dis¬ 
tinguished Hetman Platoff, but the former hav-... 

tlie earth, the following reports were transmitted by the 
governors of diiierent provinces:— 

“ In the government of Minsk up to the end of January^ 
is, 797 dead IkkIics of men, and 2740 of horses had been 
burned; and there still remaincil to be burned, of the former, 
.{((,106, and of the latter 27,.>16, the greater part of which 
were found on the banks of the Berezina. In the govem- 
inent of Moscow, up to the 15th of February, 49,754 dead 
bodies of men, and 27,849 tif horses, had been burnt, liesidcs 
a lumiber of others tluit were buried. In the government of 
Sinolenzk, up to tlie 2d of Mareli, 71,7.53 dead bodies of men, 
and 51,430 ol' horses, had been committed to the flames. In 
the government of Wilna, up to the 5tli of March, 72,203 
dead hcKlies of men, and 9407 of horses, had been put under 
ground. In the government of Kaluga, up to the 11th of 
March, 10l7 human corpses, and 4384 dead horses, had 
been burnt. The sum of the whole was 213,516 human 
corpses, and 95,816 ib ad horses, exclusive of many other.- 
either burned or burieil, i t' which no ticcoimt was taken. The 
striete.st measures have heen taken for destroying, before the 
approach of spring, the dead botlica that may be found in 
the rivers or woods. 

April 26, 1813.’' 



ing taken, and destroyed many of the enemy in 
his line of march, he proceeded to the Niemcn, 
and to Younhounj. 


Marshal Macdonald, in his retreat from Riga*, 
was pursued by the Marcpiis I’aulucei, n ho 
divided his force into two columns, the one 
marching from Mittau on the ?2d of December, 

* This flnurishin^ and important town; capital of tin 
government of Livonia, and next to St. IVtcrsburg in rank 
as a commercial city, deserves a distinguished place among 
the cities of Euro])c. The trade is chiefly carried on by fo¬ 
reign merchants, who are resident here, and great encou¬ 
ragement is given to strangers to settle among them, the peo¬ 
ple being public-.sj>iritcd and liberal; the English have a fac¬ 
tory here, and enjoy the greatest proportion of the eoiiimeree. 
The principal exports are corn, heinje, flax, iron, timber, 
masts, leather, and talle>u'. 

It is well situated, he ing five miles from the niejulh of the 
Dwina; on the gulf of Lieemia, it has the eonvenie-iice of a 
floating bridge, formed of wood, which is removed at the ap¬ 
proach of winter, and replaced when the ice disajipears—it 
has a draw-bridge to iiebnit the passage of sliijes, and freiin it 
are seen several beaeitifnl little islands. It has a well-bnilt 
town hall and exchange, also an imperial palace. The w hole 
ofthe population of this city, comprising those within the 
fiJrtifications, the suburbs, and the garrison, is computed til 
27,<K)0. 
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by Frauenberg toward the coast; the other by 
GrmihofT, more inland; they both, however, 
united at Polangen, and from thence proceeded 
on the 27th to Memel, which they occupied, 
making the garrison prisoners, and getting pos¬ 
session of the magazines, &c. Count Witgen- 
stein’s armv advanced along the course of the 
Xi(!men towards Tilsit, in the neighbourhood ois 
which place a detachment under Colonel Tetten- 
!)orn(‘ had a slight affair on the 23th of De¬ 
cember. 

On the 30th, Count Witgenstein having 
entirely cut off Macdonald from D’York, 
the latter signed the following convention, by 
which he agreed to remain neutral with the 
troo|)s under his command, consisting of thirty 
battalions of infantry, and six squadrons of 
cavalry, with thirty pieces of artillery. The 
terms granted to the Prussians were extremely 
liberal. A detached corps, under General Mas- 
senbach, was included, in the event that orders 
could reach him : these orders were in time, and 
with the addition of tin* corps in question, the 
Prussian troops included • in the convention, 
amounted to 13,000 men. Marshal Macdonald, 
however, availed himself successfully of strata¬ 
gem, and, while treating for conference, had 
made progress in removing the remainder of his 
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force in the direction of Labiau. He was closely 
pursued during the night from the'1st to the §d 
of January, and lost six hundred prisoners ; but 
reports being received of a French corps in force 
at Wehlaw,, it became necessary to direct the 
•attention of the principal part of the pursuers to 
an attack upon that post. 


CONVENTION. 

Art. 1. The Prussian corps sliall occupy in the interior 
of the Prussian territory, the line along the frontier from 
Memel and Munnerstadt to the road from Woinceta to 
Tilsit; from Tilsit the road which passes through Schel- 
lapischkeu and Melankeu to Lahiaw, comprehending the 
towns which it toudies, shall determine the extent of the 
country which the Prussian corj)s is to occupy, nus ter¬ 
ritory shall be bounded o:i one side by tlie Curischall^ so 
that all this extent shall be considered as perfectly neutral 
as soon as the Prussian troops shall iiavc occupied it. 

It is well understood that the Russian troops arc to be 
allowed to pass and repass upon the great road (routes) 
prescribed, but they shall not take up their quarters in 
the towns of this arrondissenient. 

Art. 2. Tl»e Prussian troops shall remain in perfect 
neutrality in the axrondissement designated by Art. 1, till 
the arrival of orders from his IMajesty the King of Prus¬ 
sia ; but they engage in the event of his Majesty ordering 
tbem to rejoin the Imperial French troops, nut to fight 
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against the Russian armies for two months from the 
present day. 

Art. 3. In the event of his Majesty the King of Prussia, 
or of his Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, refusing 
to ratify the present convention, the Prussian corps shall 
be at liberty to march wherever the King shall call it. 

Art. 4. All stragglers shall be given up to the Prussian.*^ 
corps which shall be found on the great Mittau road, and 
likewise every thing which forms part of the material of 
the army. In respect to the provisions and train of the 
said corps, and everj' thing belonging to it, they shall pass 
without obstacle, past the Russian armies, to rejoin from 
Koningsberg, or farther, the Prussian corps d’armee. 

Art. .5. In the event of Lieutenant-General D’York’.s 
orders being still able to reach laeutenant-General Mas- 
senbach, the troops which are under the command of the 
latter shall be comprehended in the present convention. 

Art. 6‘. All the prisoners which the Russians, com¬ 
manded by Major-Gen.' Deibitsch, shall make from the 
troops under the orders of General de Massenbach, shall 
likewise be comprehended in this convention. 

Art. 7. The Prussian corps shall retain the power of 
concerting about evdry thing which relates to its pro¬ 
visioning, with the provincial Regencies of Prussia, not 
even excepting those provinces which may be occupied by 
the Russian arms. 
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On the same day that General D’York con¬ 
cluded this convention, he addressed a letter to 
the Duke ot'Tarentmn, in which, after acquaint¬ 
ing him with the objects of the measure, he 
observes, “ Whatever be the judgment that the 
world may pass on my conduct, 1 shall be very 
indiflerent to it. Duty towards my troops, and 
,the most mature deliberation, dictated it—the 
most pure motives, whatever appearances may 
be, guided me.” 

Macdonald, left with more than .iOOO men. 
now attempted to effect a speedy junction with 
some of the troops from Koningsberg, who with 
that view came out to meet him, but were com¬ 
pelled to fall back by General Steingel, whom 
Witgenstein had dispatched to frustrate this 
part of the French pla’.i, he himself in the mean¬ 
while closelv pursuing Macdonald. 1'chicha- 
goff, who had also by this time reached the 
Pregel, advanced along tln^ course of that river, 
preceded by Platoff with his Cossacks, through 
Gumbinnen and Insterburg towards Konings¬ 
berg. General SchepelefT, however, who com¬ 
manded Witgenstein’s van-guard, reached that 
fortress first, by the way of Labiau, where the 
French had taken an advantageous position, and 
at which they in vain attempted to make a stand, 
bn the 4th of January, by an obstinate defence : 
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the battle continued till noon, when the enemy 
being driven from their position, they retreated 
towards Koningsberg. 

On the 6th of January, Koningsberg, the an¬ 
cient capital of Prussia, was occupied by Count 
Witgenstein’s advanced-guard, under the orders 
of JMajor-General Schepeleff. Marshal Macdo¬ 
nald had occupied the town, with a corps 
d’amiee, composed of the old French Guards, 
and some troops who had escaped the general 
destruction of the enemy’s Grand Army. The 
wreck of his particular corps, constituting part of 
this total, was reduced to 2500 men; after the 
Prussians separated from them, there remained 
to him in all about 7000 men. At the approach 
of the advanced-guard, which briskly pursued, 
the enemy, without halting, passed by Konings- 
berg, and abandoned it to Major-General Schepe- 
left’, who entered it without meeting any re¬ 
sistance. 

The French fled in the greatest conftision to¬ 
wards the Vistula; but there w’ere taken in 
Koningsberg 1300 prisoners, besides 8000 sick, 
30 pieces of the battering-train from before Riga, 
&c. Count Witgenstein arrived at Koningsbeig 
on the 7th. On the 9th he followed the army, 
w’hich continued driving the remains of th« 

vor,. I. p 
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French toward the Vistula. On the 12th Ad¬ 
miral Tchichagoff and Count Platoff took pos¬ 
session of the fortresses of Marieuwerder, Ma- 
rienburg, and Elbing; and on the following days, 
having crossed the Vistula and the Nogat, a 
branch of the same river, they pursued the 
French in different directions, on the roads to 
Pantzic, Stargard, and Grandenz, 


When the Russians entered Marienwerdcr *, 
on the 12th of Januaiy^ the Viceroy of Italy and 
Marshal Victor were scarcely able to escape 
from the Cossacks. General La Pierre, four 
officers, and 200 men were made prisoners; like¬ 
wise a courier, expedited by Napoleon to the 
Prince of Neufchatel, with dispatches. On the 
road toNuenburg, Lieutenant-Colonel Adrianoff, 
in pursuing the enemy, met a squadron of Baden 
troops, destroyed it almost entirely, and took 47 
prisoners. The corps from Elbing and Marien- 


* This is an extremely well-built city, the streets .spacious, 
handsome, and well paved : the palace or castle is in the Go¬ 
thic style of architecture, and deserving the attention of tra¬ 
vellers. The cathedral of Marienwerdcr-is the largest church 
in ail Prussia, and within its wails are many remains of 
antiquity; it has likewise fortifications of considerable 
strength, which lead to a supposition that it has been used as a 
fortress. In the year 1709, Peter the Great, and Frederick 
the Ist«.faad an interview in this city. 
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burg, being drawn from the Nogat, attempted to 
make a stand at the tfete-du-pont at Derschoff, 
about four German miles from Dantzic; a san¬ 
guinary affair took place, but the enemy were 
soon compelled to abandon their post, and re¬ 
tired, part upon Dantzic, and the remainder upon 
Stargard, pursued by the Russians. 

It appears that the troops stationed in Dantzic 
advanced to the Pregel, to favour Marshal Mac¬ 
donald’s retreat; and that they made no resist¬ 
ance at Elbing, having abandoned their artillery 
before their arrival at that place. The attack 
upon Marienwerder seems to have been nearly a 
surprise, and from it, as already stated, Beauhar- 
nois and Marshal Victor narrowly escaped being 
made prisoners. 


Whilst the foregoing operations were going on 
in the neighbourhood of the Baltic coasts, some 
advances, though slower, were made against the 
Saxons and Austrians, beyond Warsaw. General 
Sachen (a brave officer, he commanded the cen¬ 
tre at Polotzk and Eylau; commanded at Ze- 
chem, two miles in front of Heilsberg, and re¬ 
pulsed the French; as he did soon after in the 
neighbourhood of Wormdit,) who was at Ru¬ 
zana, advanced gainst Regnier with the Saxons, 
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and General Wasillchikoff, who was at Grodno, 
against Schwartzenburg with the Austrians. Sa- 
chen, on the 25th of December, took possession 
of the town of Brescz Litoff, and from thence 
proceeded along the Bug to Grannym. Wasill- 
chikoff, having been Joined by four regiments of 
Don Cossacks, pursued Schwartzenburg along 
• the course of the Narew, and the latter dividing 
his corps into three columns, gradually approx¬ 
imated to Warsaw, by the way of Ostroleiika 
and Polotzk. 

The Prussians, in every direction, received 
the Russian troops in a friendly and open man¬ 
ner, and provided them willingly with provisions 
and their horses w'ith forage, for which tlu'y gave 
them their receipts. In return for their good 
conduct, the most rigorous discipline and subor¬ 
dination were observed, to the great satisfaction 
of the inhabitants. 

4 

The retreat of the Frencli armies through the 
kingdom of Prussia was, like that from Moscow, 
marked by the most savage ferocity and devasta¬ 
tion ; the abandonment of magazines, tumbrils, 
and other stores. Some idea may be formed of 
thjy|||wsery of their retreat, by two returns which 
.|PP& intePbepted of the 4th French Voltigeurs 
wd 6th Tirailleurs. The former, when it left 
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Smolenzk, consisted of 32 officers and 427 pri¬ 
vates, of whom there remained under arms on 
the 16 th of December, only 10 officers and 29 
privates. The latter, consisting of 31 officers 
and 300 privates, mustered, on the 31st of De¬ 
cember, only 14 officers and 10 privates. 

The Emperor of Russia moved, in the night of 
the 7th of January, from Wilna, to join the divi¬ 
sion which comprehends the guards, and the 
head-quarters of the whole army were at 
Merez, on the 10th; on the 13th they were 
at llatschky, and the Emperor crossed the 
Niemen near Morelz on that dav, amid the 
acclamations of his brave troops, and continued 
to march with a division of his army, in a wes¬ 
tern direction, through Berjuiki, Krasnople, and 
Subalki, to Lique, where he established his 
head-quarters on the 19th. Generals Milorado- 
vitch and Dochtoroff (it was this gallant officer 
who reinforced Prince Gallitzin at the affair of 
Golymin, on the day of the battle of Polotzk, 
and enabled him to drive back the enemy from 
every point) with the troops which crossed the 
frontier at Grodno, moved in a line parallel to 
that of the Emperor, on his left, whilst General 
Sachon’s column was still farther to the left. 
There were also intermediate corps to keep up 
the communication between each of these co- 
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lumns. The Austrians remained upon the Bug, 
with a view to create a diversion in favour of the 
army retiring upon Dantzic, as long as theirown 
line of retreat might remain open. 

In the meantime Count Platoff, with his gal¬ 
lant Cossacks *, continued to pursue the enemy 

The following account of the Cossacks is extracted from 
Prince Potetnkih’s memoirs. 


" The Russian army was considerably increased under Po¬ 
temkin. He submitted to the empire a nursery of soldiers, 
who till then had lieen nominally its subjects, but of ver}' little 
service. Tlie Cossacks bad formed a volunteer militia, go¬ 
verned by republican laws, which no one before him dared to 
attempt to alter, and which Potemkin abrogated. He formed 
the Cossacks into regiments, and subjected them to the same 
recruiting laws and discipline as the other troops. He ailer- 
wards employed them in their true character at the outpo.sts, 
but regulated their service according to the principles and tac¬ 
tics proper for this kind of warfare to which they never had 
attended before. He showed by the elltet which these changes 
produced with Cossacks, of what utility they might be to the 
Russian airmy. Potemkin esteemed them much, and was be¬ 
loved by them. They almost adored Suwaroffj who, equally 
fond of them, taught them to serve with the greatett distinc¬ 
tion. Having been but recently organized, the Cossacks are 
not what they may become. If the Russian government con¬ 
tinues its attention to the improvement of those troops, it may 
convert the brave, intelligent, faithful, numerous, indefatiga¬ 
ble, and warlike Cossacks into the principal instrument of its 
successes, and the terror of iU enemies.” 



to the suburbs of Dantzic, and surrounded that 
city with his troops to cut off all communica¬ 
tion with it, where he was joined by detachments 
under Major-General lloviaskoy and Kacho- 
cosky. 

The situation of Prussia was, about this time, 
exceedingly singular. The capital in the hands 
of a French garrison; the inhabitants looking 
eagerly for the arrival of the Russians, and flat¬ 
tering themselves that the King, with troops 
he was collecting in Silesia, would declare 
against their oppressors the French. What were 
the real intentions of that Sovereign, or whether 
he was yet decided how to act, it seemed diffi¬ 
cult to discover. In themonth of January, Ber¬ 
lin daily exhibited scenes of tumult and disor¬ 
der ; the populace having repeatedly risen 
against the French, whom they occasionally 
succeeded in conflaing to their barracks. Mean¬ 
while a regency had been established in the 
name of the King, at Koningsberg, of which the 
ex-minister Stein, who had been an object of 
French persecution, was the president. This 
regency had issued a proclamation, calling on the 
loyal and patriotic inhabitants of Prussia to come 
forward and rescue their king and country from 
French thraldom; nor was the call in vain. The 
young men were eagerly running to arms, and 



joining their brethren under the command of 
General D’York, who had been nominated, by 
the r^ency, Commander-in-Chicf of the patrio¬ 
tic army. 

By the declaration of Buonaparte in his ex¬ 
pose issued at this period, that fresh French 
troops were going to the Oder, “ to set bounds 
to the system of Russian invasion it is to be 
observed that the Oder was now the acknow¬ 
ledged bound of the French hopes of defence, 
and the entrenched camp at Kunersdorf was de- 
dared to be the point of assemblage for a new 
grand army. Meanwhile Dantzic, Warsaw, 
Thorn, and indeed all the fortresses beyond the 
Oder, were left by the enemy to their fate. The 
former, as already mentioned, was closely in¬ 
vested, and all communications cut off, by the 
cordon which Platoff had drawn round it; and 
St. Cyr had in vain attempted to re-open the 
communication. 

The advance of the Russians and their extra¬ 
ordinary rapid progress, with the wide extent of 
country over which they were- now spread, 
seemed to prove that they must be supported by 
an almost universal insurrection ; otherwise their 
condiHit would have been inconsistent with the 
most obvious rules of prudence; and instead of 
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the line of the Vistula, or the entrenched camp 
in front ol‘ the Oder, which Buonaparte had 
lately acknowledged as the bounds of the French 
hopes of defence, his expectations became 
therefore confined to the army of observation of 
the Rhine. 

The head-quarters of the Russian army, which 
were on the 19th at Lique, had been moved by* 
the 2(jth, nearly 120 miles, to Willenberg, in a 
direction rather inclining to the w'estward of the 
Warsaw road, by which means they had got into 
the. rear of the Austrian position at Pultousk. 
Previously to this, General Miloradovitch, sup¬ 
ported by Winzingerode, Wasillchikofl’, and 
Pahlen, had advanced as far as Prasnitz, the 
Austrians gradually retiring before him, and 
successively abandoning Smadovo, Novogrodek, 
and Ostrolcnka, on the river Narew. Regnier 
now retired to Posen, from which place Davoust 
had marched to Stettin, on the side of Dantzic. 
Count Worronzoflf had advanced to Bromberg, 
and made himself master of the large magazines 
i ollected there by the enemy, to cover which, 
and to observe Thorn, General Tchichagofl' ap¬ 
proached the latter fortress. 

Count Rastapehin, the brave and virtuous go¬ 
vernor of Moscow, was now appointed minister 
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of the interior of Russia, and the Ex-Prussian 
Minister Stein, whose enmity to Buonaparte 
had called forth a furious proclamation against 
him, was made a Russian cabinet minister; Ku* 
tusofF, Witgenstein, and their brother generals, 
had the most distinguished honours heaped upon 
them.—These brave men had saved their coun- 
try by patriotic and strenuous endeavours, they 
'had saved their country, without adding a foot 
of ground to its territory; and Alexander fol¬ 
lowing the practice of Rome *, shewed by the 
most munificent rewards every disposition to 
recompence exertions against the common 
enemy. 

On the 7th of February, Major-General Count 

AForronzoff continued his march to Posen with 
* 

his detachment, keeping open the communica- 


* “ Rome s’est trouvee dans des situations inalhenreiiscs, 
ou elle a du prodiquer toute sa reconnoissance i ces puieraux 
qui avoient protege la patrie, sans ajouter iii rendre a sa domi¬ 
nation un police de terrein. Cc ne sont pas Scipion ou Pom- 
pee, mais Camille et Marius, que la reconnoissance pnblique 
^ ce associes avec Romulus dans le litre de Tondateur de Rome. 
Ces grands hommes ont repousse les d^bordments des barba- 
res; its en ont extermine les armees, mais its n’ont jamais 
songe 4 les poursuivre, ]K>ur les atlaquer dans leurs pays dont 
ils conn^ssoient 4 peine la situation.” 


Gibbon’s •' Recueil de ses Observations.” 
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tioiis on his right with TschernischefF’s detach¬ 
ment; and on his left, with the corps under 
Winzingerode ; whilst Admiral TchichagofF’s 
corps, invested the fortress of Thorn on all sides. 
General Miloradovitch’s corps, on the 5th of 
February, crossed over to the left bank of the 
Vistula. Major-General Paskevitch, with the 
7th corps, took possession of Sakroczin, and 
pushed posts of Cossacks for observations as far 
as Modlin, under the very guns of which they 
made dO prisoners. On the 6th of February, 
General Miloradovitch, in order to induce the 
enemy to quit Warsaw, caused his troops to ap¬ 
proach nearer to the place, and detached parties 
of cavalry, who surrounded a great part of it. 

On the +th of February, the enemy wishing to 
procure provisions from the villages about Dant- 
zic, made a sally on the left wing, towards Bren- 
tau, but was immediately received by the Cos¬ 
sack regiment of Rebritoff, and the 1st Baschkir 
regiment, under the command of Major Latsch- 
kin, who, after having very much weakened the 
enemy and made some prisoners, notwithstand¬ 
ing his obstinate endeavours, obliged him to re¬ 
treat. At the same time a strong column of inj 
fantry, with a number of cavalry, appeared on 
the Russian left flank, opposite the village of 
Nenkau, and at first drove in their advanced 
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posts.. A Cossack chief, named MeinikoiT, 
taking advantage of this movement, collected 
several detachments of Cossacks, rode round the 
enemy’s wing, and falling unexpectedly u|K)u 
his rear, threw him into total confusion; the 
consequence was, that the whole column w'as 
cut off from the city, and not a single man re¬ 
turned into the fortress: 600 men were cut down 
on the spot, and 200 privates and 73 officers 
were made prisoners. General Tchernicheir, 
with his detachment, took possession of the vil¬ 
lages of Schochau, Triedland, and Flatofl'. 

The victorious Russian troops were every 
where met by the inhabitants with joy, and ac¬ 
knowledged as their deliverers. Prince Schwartz- 
eiiburg’s corps was, by their motions, forced to 
retreat; and on the 8th of February, General 
Miloradovitch took possession of the city of 
Warsaw'. On his arrival at the village of Wila- 
noff, he was met by the deputies of the corpora¬ 
tions of the nobility, merchants, and clergy, 
headed by the prefect, sub-prefects, and mayors 
of the city, who presented to him bread, salt, and 
the keys of Warsaw'. 

On the 6th of February, in consequence of a 
disposition made by Count Witgenstein, Major- 
General Count Sievres, commanding in Ko- 
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ningsberg, received orders to march against 
Pillau, with all the troops and artillery then in 
Koningsberg, and to which were added 2000 
infantry and batteries of artillery from the army, 
and to summon the French garrison to surrender. 
In pursuance of these orders General Count 
Von Sievres arrived, on the 6th of February, 
w'ith those troops, about 6000 men strong, and 
a proportionable quantity of artillery, in the vil¬ 
lage of Old Pillau, within 2000 paces of the 
fortress:—the troops posted themselves partly 
in front of this village and partly on the heights 
situated at the right and left of it, and partly on 
the Nehrung point, at a proper range of shot, 
and the commanding General immediately sent 
the following summons, for the surrender of the 
citadel and the Nehrung fort, to the Comman¬ 
dant of the French garrison. 


“ General, 

“You must be convinced that? both the town and 
fortress of Pillau are surrounded by so very superior .'t 
force that all resistance on your side would not only be 
fruitless, but merely tend to ena*ease the efiusion of 
blood, of which there has already been too much this 
war, and would unnecessarily expose the town to de¬ 
vastation. 
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“ I therefore summon you. General, to evacuate the 
fortress, and to accept a capitulation for the Imperial 
French troops, which shall be made as favourable as the 
condition in which they are situated will allow. 

“ I beg you to receive the assurance of the most per¬ 
fect respect, with which I have the honour to sign myself. 
General, your very obedient servant, 

« COUNT VON SIEVRES, 

Commanding General of the Imperial Russian 
troops lying before Pillau. 

“ Head-quarters, Old Pillau, January 25, (fith Feb).” 

This proposal led to the happy conclusion 
of a convention, according whereto the Imperial 
French troops, on the 8th of February, at eight 
o’clock in the morning, quitted the town and 
fortress of Pillau, and the fort of Nchrung, which 
had been garrisoned by them ever since the 
month of May, 1812. 

In conformity to the convention made with 
the garrison, the Imperial French General 
Castella was to march out with the troops under 
his command, with their arms, ammunition, and 
baggage, and to retire with the same to the left 



bank of the Rhine, where they were to be re¬ 
leased from all obligations. Such Imperial 
Russian subjects as might possibly be found 
among the garrison of Pillau, were to be de¬ 
livered up to the commanding Russian General. 
An Imperial Russian Officer was to accompany 
the column to its place of destination, their 
baggage not to be subjected to any search, the 
French General, Castella, having declared upon 
his word of honour that there was nothing 
amongst it belonging to the Russians. 

The garrison, which marched out, consisted 
of about 1200 men, and the number of their 
sick left behind, amounted to about 400. 

On the 9th, the Imperial Russian troops re¬ 
turned to the army, and only the Royal Prussian 
troops that were in the town and citadel, re¬ 
mained behind to garrison them. 

The Imperial Russian Colonel, Baron Vou 
de Pahlen, was appointed governor of the 
town. 

On the 6th of February, the Emperor Alex¬ 
ander, with 28,000 men, arrived at Polotzk; 
he was received with unanimous acckmations 
of joy. Indeed the mild and sagacious policy 
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of the Russians in entering the provinces of tlu; 
north as friends and deliverers, and restoring tlu; 
national functionaries, gave great assistance to 
their exertions. Their advance into Europe was 
accompanied with every circumstance calculated 
to endear their cause to the nations around them. 
They resorted to the press, as the most formid¬ 
able auxiliary which they could use for the 
overthrow of the oppressors of Europe. They 
disseminated proclamations and other publica¬ 
tions over the Continent, and their conciliatory 
offers were hailed with eagerness at Warsaw, 
Berlin, Hamburg, and Dresden. The press, 
which has been so long fettered by the French— 
worse than fettered, compelled to disseminate 
falsehood throughout Europe, since the successes 
of the Russians, began again to exercise its 
legitimate functions.—Wherever the allies car¬ 
ried their arms, the press w-as occupied in ex¬ 
posing the malignant and deceitful policy u hich 
has been so invariably pursued by the revolu¬ 
tionary tyrants. 

Lord Cathcart, who bad remained at St. 
Petersburg, ever since the departure of the 
Emperor Alexander, framing a negociation with 
the Danish Minister, the basis of which friendly 
arrangement was, a free trade to Norway, the 
recal of the Danish letters of marque, the ex- 
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elusion of all French privateers from Danish 
ports, and the mutual release of prisoners, quitted 
that capital on the 31st of January, for the head¬ 
quarters of Alexander; and on the 6th of March 
was with his Majesty at Kalitsch, a place about 
one hundred and fifty miles from "Dresden, and 
fifty from Breslaw, in Silesia., 


At the latter end of January, the King of 
Prussia, who felt himself whilst at Potsdam 
entirely in the power of the French General 
and garrison of Berlin, resolved on obtaining his 
personal freedom by a sudden and unexpected 
removal to Breslaw. Having arrived there, he, 
on the 3d of February, issued proclamations to 
liis subjects, calling on them to arm in support 
of their king and country. 

This patriotic call was well understood 
throughout Prussia, and thousands of volunteers, 
in all parts of the kingdom, presented themselves 
for enrolment. ^Mortified and enraged at this 
sight, Beauharnois, the Commander of the 
French armies, who, in his disastrous flight, 
had sought refuge in Berlin, forbad tjie recruit¬ 
ing enjoined by the Royal ]*russian decree. 
This unparalleled affront could have no other 

voi,. I. Q 
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cflect than to excite the indignation ot the King 
and his people. Meanwhile, the Russians ad¬ 
vanced victoriously through Poland.—On the 
Sth of February, as already stated, General 
Miloradovitch had taken possession of the city 
of Warsaw, and the citizens immediately ad¬ 
dressed a proclamation to their brethren fighting 
under the banners of the enemy, calling them to 
return to their homes. 

The Emperor Alexander triumphed as much 
by his clemencv as bv his arms. The Austrians 

% • ft 

concluded an unlimited truce, in virtue of which 
they withdrew into Gallicia ; and the Saxons, 
under Regnier, profited of this circumstance to 
retire behind the Austrians toward tlicir own 
country. On the trvening of the l.jth of Feb. 
however. General Winzingerode came up with 
General Regnier at Kalitsch. The enemy di¬ 
rected their movements upon the city, to form a 
junction with from to 4000 I’oles, who had 
fifteen pieces of cannon with them, and found 
themselves at the very instant attacked by the 
Russian troops with their characteristic ardour. 
The result of this attack was most honourable to 
the Russians, as the enemy’s infantry, who 
were in superior force, made a brave and obsti¬ 
nate resistance. Two Saxon standards, seven 
pieces of cannon, the Saxon General, Nostitz, 
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three Colonels, thirty-six officers, and 2000 
privates, were the trophies of this day. General 
Winzins^tTode’s advanced-guard pursued the 
enemy, who retreated upon llaczkowo and 
Ostrowo. 

In this state of things, the King of Prussia 
offered himself as a mediator betweeatlie chief 
belligerents. On the 15th of February, he pro- 
posrd a truce, on condition that the Russian 
troops should retire behind the Vistula, and the 
French troops behind the Flbe, leaving Prussia, 
and all its fortresses, free from foreign occupa¬ 
tion.—These terms were, doubtless, exceedingly 
favourable to the beaten and tiiscomfited enemv, 
who had so lately threatened to annihilate the 
independence both of Russia and Prussia. How¬ 
ever, they were sullenly rejected by Buonaparte; 
whilst, on the other side, the Emperor Alexander 
testified sentiments of such liberality toward the 
Prussian monarchy and nation, as could not but 
insure to him their cordial attachment. 

The patriots -accordingly crowded around their 
Sovereign at Breslaw: they represented, that the 
moment was at length arrived to shake off the 
degrading yoke, to which, in common with all 
Germany, their nation had’ been so long sub¬ 
jected ; they wisely and energetically insisted. 
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that there was but one line to be adopted—an 
alliance offensive and defensive with Russia.— 
Truth, honour, and justice prevailed. 

On the 22d of Febniarv, a treaty of peace and 
alliance, offensive and defensive, was mutually 
consented to by the Emperor of Russia and the 
King of Pjussia, and an active combined system 
of military operations arranged. The plenipo¬ 
tentiaries were Marshal Prince Kutusofl’ Smo- 
lenzk, and the Chancellor liaron J lardenherg. 
On the 17 th of February the Emperor Alexandei 
issued another animating ukase to his :>rn v, in 
which he informed them, that :• medal of d's- 
tinction should be given to all thosi? who dis¬ 
tinguished themselves in the camj)ai,'ru ol' 
1812 *. 


* Vkan of his Imperial Majesty to the Army. 

\Varriors!—The glorious and incmoriiblo year has oxi-iircd 
in which, through your unheard-of exploits, the forniidahh 
enemy, who in his arrogance dared to press forward into the 
interior of our emjtire, has been punished and driven back. 
This year of glory has fled, but your heroic deeds will remain 
for ever; time shall never sink them in,oblivion—they will 
live in the recolleetion of posterity. At the expense of your 
blood you have rid your native land of the princes and peojde 
who were combined against it. Your valorous eftbris, your 
deeds, your perseverance, have procured for you the gi at it ude 
of Russia, and the esteem of foreign nations. You have >hou n 
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The King of Prussia also issued the following 
proclamations to his subjects and to the 
army. 

“To TUB PcBLic.—It is unnecessary to render ah 
account to my good people, or Germauy, of the motives 
for the war which is now commencing: they are evident 
to impartial Europe. 

the world by your valour and your constancy, that when the 
hoari i- penetrated w itii the truths of religion and full of piety, 
the assaults of the enemy, though like the stormy waves of 
the ocean, are dashed in pieces against this impregnable rock, 
audu.. a'.va_, u'murmuring foam. 


; • i ;i.i s'—i o make know n, by a mark of distinction, all 
I •• ' e f ( (.-oj.eratcd in these great deeds, we have ordered 

.1 ;.i ■ ee d.il to be struck. The ever-memorable year 1812 
'.V ii !> engraven upon it; and suspended from a blue 
r:l : .nd, >t will ornament the manly breast, that impenetrable 
■ ' Id of our native land. Every one of you is worthy of 
receiving this honourable badge, because all of you have 
liiulergoiie considerable hardships, and all are animated with 
t he same spirit. Proud may you be of having earned this 
emblem of valour: it will ever distinguish you as the faithful 
sons of your country. The enemy must tremble when he 
beholds this honourable badge: he will feel, that under this 
silver shield glows unconquerable valour, not leading to avarice 
or impiety, but which rests its firmest grounds io holy religion, 
and in umnixed love of our country. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER. 


Feb. 17, 1613. 
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“ We bent under tbc superior power of France. That 
peace which deprived me t)f lialf my siil)jccts, .procured 
us no blessinirs ; it on the contrary hurl us more than 
war itself. 

“ The licarl of our country was impoverished.—The 
principal fortresses were occupied by tlie enemy; agri¬ 
culture wa.s neglected, a.s well as the industry of our cities, 
which had risen to a very higit degree. Liberty of trade 
being interrupted, naturally closed all the sources of ease 
and prosperity. 

“ By the most exact observance of tlic stipulated 
treaties, I hoped to obtain an alleviation for my people, 
and at last to eoflvince the French Emperor that it was 
his own interest to have Prussia independent; but my 
intentions, my exertions to obtain so desirable an object, 
proved fruitless—nothing but haughtiness and treachery 
was the result. 

“ We discovered, but rather late, tlmt the Emperor’s 
conventions were more ruinous to us than open wars. 
The moment is now arrived in which no illusion respect¬ 
ing our condition can remain.—Brandenburghers ! Prus¬ 
sians ! Silesians ! Pomeranians! Lithunians!—You 
know what you have sufll’ercd during the last se^cn years. 
You know what a miserable fate awaits you, if we do not 
honourably finish the now commencing contest. 

• ** Remember former times ! Remember the illustrious 
Elector, the Great Frederick ! Remember the benefits 
for which our ancestors contended, under their direction— 
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tlie liberty of conscience—honour—independence-trade 
—industry—and knowledge.—Bear in mind the great 
cxampleof our allies the Russians! Think of the Spaniards 
and Portuguese; small nations have even gone to battle 
for similar benefits, against a more powerful enemy, and 
obtained victory!—Remember the Swif.s and the Nether¬ 
lands. Great sacrifices are requested from all ranks, 
because our plan is great, and the number and means of 
our enemy not less so. 

“ You will make them sooner for your country and your 
king, than for a foreign regent, wh.o by so many examples 
has proved he would take your sons and last strength for 
designs to which you are strangers. Confidence in God, 
constancy, courage, and the powerful assistance of our 
allies, will favour our just cause with glorious victory. 

♦ 

“ But, liowevcr great the sacrifices that may he required 
from individuals, they will not outweigh the sacred in¬ 
terests tor which they are given, for wiiich we combat, 
and must conquer, or cease to be Prussians or Germans. 

“ We arc now' engaged in the last decisive contest for 
our existence, our independence, and our property. 
I'licrc is no medium between an honourable peace or 
glorious ruin. 

“ Even this you would manfully support for your ho¬ 
nour, because a Prussian and CJennan cannot live without 
it. But w’e dare eotifidcntly trust, God and our firm 
purpose, will give our just cause victory, and with 
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this an uninterrupted peace, and the return of happici 
times. 


“ FREDERICK WILLIAM. 


“ Brcslaw, Mi.i'ch I?.” 


“To MY Army.— Often have you expressed your 
wishes of fighting for the liberty and iiulcpendencc of 
your country. The moment for doing it is now arrived; 
there is no member of the nation by whom this is not 
felt. • Youths and men voluntarily fly to arms. W’hat 
in them is free-will, is to you who belong to the standing 
army, a call. 

“ From you, ordained to defend the native country, 
she is entitled to demand what is offered by the others. 

“ See! what numbers forsake every thing they hold 
dear, to venture their lives with you in their country’s 
cause. You will, therefore, doubly feel your sacred 
duty! 

“ May all of you, on the day of battle, or in time of 
trouble, keep in mind moderation and due discipline. 
Let individual ambition, be it either in the highest or 
lowest of the army, sink before that of all. He that feels 
for his country, docs not think of self. May the envious 
meet contempty when the general welfare only is con¬ 
cerned. 
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“ Every thing else must now give way to this—victory 
proceeds from God! Shew yourselves worthy of his high 
protection by obedience and fulfilling your duties. Let 
courage, constancy, loyalty, and good discipline, be your 
renown !—Follow the example of your forefathers j be 
worthy of them, and remember your postt^ity! 

“ A sure reward will fall on him who distinguishes 
himself; deep disgrace and punishment on him who for-^ 
gets his duty. 

“ Your King will always be with you, and with him 
the Crown Prince, and the princes of his house. They 
will tight along with you. 

“ They and the whole nation will combat with you, 
and at our side. A valiant people will come to our as¬ 
sistance, and to the assistance of all Germany—a people 
that, by glorious deeds, has secured its independence. 
They relied on their sovereign, their leader, their cause, 
their own strength; and God was with them; so will it 
be with you; for w’e also fight the great fight, for the 
independence of our country. 

“ Confidence in God, courage, and perseverance! be 
our word. 


(Signed) “FREDERICK WILLIAM.” 
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Tlie French ambassador, St. Marsaii, wlio 
was a spectator of the interview between 
Alexander and tbe King of Prussia, was, 
on the following day, on the j)oint of pre¬ 
senting a remonstrance to the Prussian Chan¬ 
cellor, but ti’as prevented by a note from the 
latter, formally acquainting him that Prussia 
was at war with France, and assigning the rea¬ 
sons for this step. A similar, but more detailed 
note*, was presented, on the i?7th March- at 

* Pari.', Marl’ll 27, iHl-l. 

MoxsiEvn Le Di (, 

1 have just received an order from my Sovereign to lay he- 
foreyouthe following:—The jiropo'iiions which I liave an¬ 
teriorly had the honour of submitting to you were of a nalurf, 
to merit a reply equally prompt as decisive. Tlie jirbgrcss of 
the Russian arms in the centre of the monarchy, does not jicr- 
mit Prussia any longer to prolong that state of nneerlainty in 
which she is. On one side the Kmperor of Russia, united to 
the King by bonds of personal friendship, oilers Pru'sia in 
this decisive moment, the support of his power, and the advan¬ 
tages of his friendship; on the other, his Majestythelimjie- 
ror of the French persists in repulsing an ally who has sacri¬ 
ficed himself in his cause, and disdains even io explain himself 
upon the motives of his silence. For a length of time I’rance 
has violated, in every point, the treaties which connected her 
with Prussia. Not contented with having dictated at Tilsit a 
peace, equally hard and humiliating; she has not even per¬ 
mitted her to enjoy the trifling advantages which that treaty 
iceined to allow her. She has made use of odious pretexts to 
^ke to their foundations the fortune of the state, and those 
Jt individuals. Since that epoch, Prussia has been treated as 
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Paris, by Count Krusemarck, the Prussian Mi¬ 
nister there ; to which an an|iry reply* was given 

a coiiqucrt-d country, :ukI ojipressed by a yoke of iron. The 
Fn-ncit rirmlc.s rrmuinid in it contrary to ilm terms of the treaty, 
and lived at discretion in it durin<j eighteen lyontjis : exorbi¬ 
tant and arbitrary contrilnitions were imposed upon her; her 
coniinerct- uas ruined by obli^dnij her to adopt the continen¬ 
tal sysli in; Freiicii o-arrisoiis were placed in the three for¬ 
tresses of the < ider ; tlic country was obliged to defray the ex- ’ 
jicneeof their apjiointments ; ini>hwrt, by the treaty of Bay¬ 
onne, the projierty of widows and orphans was disposed of, in 
manifest contradiction to the slipularions of the treaty of 
peace; every thin;, atinounced that no sort of regard would 
be kept with an unfortunate an oppressed state. In this state 
of tilings, peace beeaine an illusory benefit. The King groaned 
under the enonnous weight which oppre.ssed his suiyccts. 
Me ilattcfed himself with van<|uishing by the force of conde¬ 
scension and sacrifices, an animosity the eliects of which he 
knew, but of whose jtrinciple he was ignorant. He gave him¬ 
self up to the hofve pf .sparing his people greater inisfortune.s, 
inj'ulfilliii" scrupulously his engagements towards France, and 
in carefully avoiding every thing tchich could give her offence. 
By extraordinary and unheard-of eflbrts, Prussia succeeded in 
paying two-thirds of the contribution: she was preparing to 
pay the remainder, when clouds arose_ betwecti Russia and 
prance, and when the immense preparations of those two 
powers ilid not any longer jiermit her to doubt of the war 
about to be kindled in the North. The King, faithful to his 
princi}>lc of saving, at any price, the national existence, judg¬ 
ing of the future by the jiast, fclt that he had every thing to 
fear from France. He sacrificed his affections, and concluded 
with her a treaty of alliance. At the epoch of the conclusion 
®f the treaty, before the news could have reached Berlin, the 
* Page 241. 
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on the 1st of April, by the Duke of Bassano. 
The Prussian statement set forth the strongest 

French troops entered Pomerania and the Marche Electroalc. 
The King witli griet saw that no attention was paid to his 
frank and loyal,intentions. They would obtain by force what 
it appeared impossible to obtain by negociations.. Agents of 
Prussia, frightened by the inenaeing attitude of France, had 
signed at Paris separate conventions, which eontuined condi¬ 
tions extremely burthensome, relative to the provisioning and 
wants of the grand army. The French governtneni, in.'lrnct- 
cd respecting the mediocrity of our resources, foresaw a re¬ 
fusal,—prepared to gain the King’s consent by the apf>caranc'c 
of force, and deceived itself. His Majesty ratilied these con¬ 
ventions, although he felt the difiiculty of fulfilling them ; he 
reckoned upon the devotion of Prussians, and he hu|ted that by 
defining the extent of oiir sacrifices, he would preserve hi.s 
people from arbitrary requisition-s, and their fatal conse¬ 
quences. Experience did not justify this hope. Whilst Prus¬ 
sia exhausted all her means to pour into the magazines the 
stipulated products, the French armies lived at the expence of 
individuals. At the same time were exacted the fulfilment of 
the treaty, and the daily consumption of tlie troops. The 
sacred property of the inhabitants w ere taken away by main 
force, without rendering the least account of it; and Prussia 

lost by these acts of violence above 70,000 horses, and 20,000 

•» 

carriages. 

Notwithstanding all these shackles, the King, faithful to his 
system, fulfilled with religious faith all the engagements he had 
made. The supplies were successfully realised, the stipulated 
contingent advanced; nothing was omitted to prove the loy¬ 
alty of our conduct. France only replied to thi.s devotion by 
' pretensions always new, and believed herself able to dispense. 



justification for taking up arms at the present 
time, and contained arguments, no less powerful 

on her side, with fulfilling the stipulations of the treaty which 
fell to her charge. She constantly refused to examine the ac¬ 
counts for supplies furnished, although she had entered into a 
formal engagement to settle them every three months. 

'flic Military Convention insured to the Emperor, till a new 
arrangement with Prussia, possession of the fortresses of Glo- 
gau, Stettin, and Custrin; but the provisioning of the first of 
those places was, from the date of signing that convention, to 
have been at the expense of France; and the others, from the 
day on which the King should have fulfilled his new engage¬ 
ments respecting the discharge of the contribution. . The 
King, by acquiescing in this article, had already given France 
proofs of his condescension, in renouncing the stipulations of 
1808; according to which Glogau was to be given up to 
Pru.ssia, as soon as half of the contributions should be paid. 
The new treaty was not better observed by France than that 
which preceded it. The provisioning of Glogau, and that of 
the other fortresses, caused by the convention, and the dis¬ 
charge of the contributions already realized in the month of 
May last year, notwithstanding the most pressing representa¬ 
tions, remain at the expense of Prussia to this day. Tlie con¬ 
vention stipulated nothing respecting the fortresses of Pillau 
and Spandau; they, in consequence, were to remain occupied 
by Prussian troops; the French troops, however, entered 
them, by a kind of rurprizc, and maintained themselves in 
them. ^ 

• 

Whilst the wSigfat of Prussia’s expenses w'as indefinitely 
augmented—whilst she proved, that, after having paid her con¬ 
tribution, her advances amounted to enormous .sums-—all 
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and conclusive against that narrow, defensive 
svstein, which has siiccessivelv led to the de- 

kinds of aisislaiice were persisU'd in being; rofused lit-r: all 
her demands were answered l>y a contemptuous silence, and 
incessantly demanding fresh sacrifices : the inconceivable ef¬ 
forts of a burthened nation ajipcarcd to be considered as no¬ 
thing. At the end of the jireceding year, the advances by 
Prussia amounted to 94,0(K),()(K) of franks. 'I’lic accounts 
were in as good order as they could be, considering the con¬ 
stant refusal of the Frci'.ch authorities to .settle them agreeably 
to the treaty. His Majesty never ceased to represent through 
his agents, that it became urgent to do justice to his demands 
••—that his exhausted states could no-longer suflice to support 
the French armies. The King, for the moment, confined 
him.self to demanding an account resjiecting these advances, 
candidly declaring, that he could not answer for events in ease 
of a refusal. This language, equally just as clear ; these de¬ 
mands, founded on the mojt sacred titles, remained without 
reply, and only produced vague assurances and distant jiro- 
mises. Besides, as if it wa. nut suflieient to violate the most 
positive treaties, new procteilitigs took jdace to enlighten 
Prussia respecting the Eni|)eror’s iiiteutioiis, and what she 
had a right to expect from him. The King seeing one part of 
his provinces invaded, and the other menaced, without being 
able to rely upon the assistance of the French armies, was 
obliged to reinforce his own ; and the ordinary way being te¬ 
dious and insufficient, his .Miijesty addressed an appeal to the 
yiimng Prussians who wished to arrange tliem.selves under his 
cflilours. This awakened in every heart the desire of serving 
the country. A great nutiilter of volunteers were preparing 
th leave Berlin for Breslau, w hen it pleased the Viceroy to in¬ 
terdict all recruiting, and the departure of the volunteers, in 
the provinces occupied by the French troops. This prohibi- 



gradation of every Sovereign by whom it has 
been adopted. It exhibited the almost imprac- 

tion was issued in tl»e most peremptory manner, and without 
aequaiiitin^ the King with it. An attempt so directly aimed 
at the rights of sovereignty, excited in the'beart of his Ma¬ 
jesty, and those of his faithful subjects, a just indignation. At 
the same time, and whilst the fortresses on the Oder ought 
for a long time to have been provisioned at the expence of 
I ’raiice, after the Emperor had formally declared in an audience 
given to Prince Hatzfeld, that he had interdicted the French 
authorities from making any kind of requisitions in the states 
of the king, the governors of these fortresses received orders to 
take by main force, for a circle of ten leagues, every thing 
which was requisite for their defence and provisioning. This 
arbitrary and unjust order, with which they did not even take 
the trouble of acquainting the King, was executed in all its ex¬ 
tent, in defiance of the sacred title of property, and with details 
of violence which it would lie difficult to depict. Notwith¬ 
standing all the reasons , which the King had for breaking with 
France, he yet wished to try the effect of negociations. He 
informed the Emperor Napoleon, that he would send a confi¬ 
dential person to the Emperor of Russia, in order to eng^age 
him to acknowledge the neutrality of the part of Silesia which 
France had acknowledged. It was the only means which re¬ 
mained to the King, abandoned, at least for the moment, by 
France, for having a sure asylum, and not being placed in the 
cruel situation of leaving his states. The Emperor haughtily 
pronounced against .diis step, and did not even deign to ex¬ 
plain himself upon the propositions which accompanied that 
overture. In such a state of things, the King’s decision could 
not long remain doubtful. He had for years sacrificed every 
thing for the preservation of his political existence: now 
France compromised that existence, and did nothing to pro- 
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ticability of any engagements with Buonaparte, 
and the absolute necessity under which the 

tect it. Russia can ap:p:ravate bis misfortunes, and generously 
oilers to protect him. The King cannot hesitate:—faithful to 
his principles atid his duties, he joins his arms to those of the 
Emperor Alexander, changing his system without changing 
his objects. He hojies, in breaking with France and attaching 
himself to Russia, to obtain, by an honourable peace, or force 
of arms, the only object of his wishes—the iiidc]>cndencc of 
his people—the benefits which will result from it,—and Me 
inheritance of his fatlwrs, the half of which has been ravished 
from him. Tlie King will adhere, with all his power, to every 
proposition conformable to the conunon interesUi of the Sove¬ 
reigns of Europe. He is earnestly desirous that they may 
lead to a state of things, in which treaties may no longer he 
simple truces —where power becomes the guarantee of justice, 
—and where each, returning within his natural rights, may no 
longer be tormented in all the points of his existence, by tin- 
abuse of power. 

This is, M. Le Due, what I am ciiarged to state for your 
Excellency’s information. Be pleased to give an account of 
it to his Majesty the Emperor. Europe has seen with asto¬ 
nishment the long resignation wf a nation distinguished in the 
annals of history by its brilliant courage, and its noble |)cr- 
severancc. 

* 

Now directed by the most sacred m(4ives, there is no per¬ 
il^ among us, who is not determined to sacrifice every consi¬ 
deration to the great interestl of the throne, the country, and 
the independifence of Europe; no one who will not think him¬ 
self happy in perishing for this^noble end, and in defending 
• his home. 
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otUer.powers of Europe are placed, of destroying' 
his system, or being destroyed by it. Prussia, 

1 have orders to immediately proceed to the King, my «u* 
gust Master, witli Priace HatzfeUt, his Privy Counsellor of 
State Bcgnolin. and the persons attached, to these diSerent 
missions. I have the honour to your Excellency to for¬ 
ward me the necessary passports for this purpose. 

I hasten to renew to you, at the same time, the assurance of 
my most high consideration. 

(Signed) KRUSEMABCK. 


to the. note qf M. the Boron de Kruxmorek. 

PariitJfyrUl, ISIS. 

M. Baeon, 

I have laid before his ImpCrial'and Eoynl Migesty, the note 
which you did me (he hon^V’of addressing to me on the 27th 
of March. 

What is most dewnring of serious consideration may be re* 
ducedto what follows:— 

That Prussia solicited and concluded an alliance with 
France in 1819; becaom the french amiei had igqiroedMd 
nearer to the Pruiaiaa States, tibuttbe Bniaian umies. 

Prussia declares in 1818, thetehe'Uiotatea her tmtici, bw 
cause the Russiaa armies’have eppmeched hemr to her 

VOL. I. 



by the treaty of Tilsit, in 1807» was left in a 
situation extremely helpless. It might have 

States, than the French armies. Posterity will judge, whe> 
ther such conduct is fitithful, and worthy of a great Prince, 
conformable to equity land sound policy. 

It will always do justice to the perseverance of your Cabinet 
in its principles. 

In 1792, when France was inwardly agitated by a Revolu¬ 
tion, and from without attacked by a formidable enemy, ap¬ 
peared like to sink, Prussia made war on her. 

Three years ifterwards, and at the moment when France 
was triumphant over the coalesced powers, Prussia abandoned 
her allies, she left the side of the combination together with 
its fortune, and the King of Prussia was the first of the Sove¬ 
reigns who had taken up arms against France, that acknow¬ 
ledged the Republic. , 

Four years had scarcely dapsed, (in 1799, when France 
felt the vicifsitudes of war: some battles had been lost in 
Switzerland and Italy; the Duke of York had landed in Hol¬ 
land, and the Republic was threatened both from the North 
and the South f Fortune had changed, and Prussia changed 
with her. 

But the EagUsh ^ere driven from Hi^and; the Ruauans 
were beaten at-Zurich; victory again came under our colours 
ih ludy; and Prussia became again the friend of France. 

Id 1995, Ai^&ia took up arms: she carried her armim to 
Ae IMaiabc; Bhc4oak.pesjiesftofi Of Bivariaj whilst the Bus- 
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been easily foreseen, that by the occupation ot 
the fortresses therein agreed upon, Buonaparte 

bian troops passed tlie Niemen, and advanced towards the 
Vistula. The union of three great powersj^and their immense 
preparations, appeared to presage nought but defeat to 
France. Prussia could not hesitate an instant; she armed 
herself; she signed the treaty of Berlin; and the manes of 
Frederick the becond nere called upw to witness the eternal 
hatred which she vowed against France. When her Minis¬ 
ter, sent to bis Miyesty to dictate the law to him, had arrived 
in Moravia, the Russians had just lost the battle of Auster- 
litz, and It was owing to the generosity of the French that 
they were allowed to return into their own country. Prussia 
immediately tore the treaty of Berlin, concluded only six 
weeks before, alyured the celebrated oath of Potsdam; be¬ 
trayed Russia, as die had betrayed France; and entered into 
fresh engagements p'ith us. But from these eternal fluctua¬ 
tions in politics, proceeded a real anarchy in the public opi¬ 
nion in Prussia; an exaltation took place in men's minds 
which the Prussian Government were notable to direct: they 
supported it, and, in 1806, declai^ war against France, at 
the moment when it was their best interest to keep up a good 
understanding with her. Prussia being mtirely conquered, 
saw herself, above her own hopes, admitted to sign, at Tilsit, 
a peace by which she receive^ every thing, and gave nothing. 

In 1809, the war with Austria broke out: Prussia was 
again going to change her s^ntem; but the first mUitary 
events leaving no doubts of the definitive restilt of the cam¬ 
paign, Prussia was,governed by prudence, and did not dare 
to declare herself. 

In 1811, the preparations made by kutsia tbreafeoing 



would become, in effect, m^ter of that coufttrj', 
and might consequently use it as an advanced 

Europe whb a heir war, the geo^phical situotkm of Prussia 
did not permit bento remain an indififerent spectatress of the 
events which were about taking place; and you. M. le Baron, 
were charged so early as the month, of March in the same 
year, to solicit the alliance of France; and it is useless for 
me to recal to jrooi rememlwance what passed at that period. 
It is siseless for me to repeat either your reiterated* instances 
oV your warm solicitudes. 

His'Majesty, remembering what was past, at first hesitated 
what part he should take. But he thought that the King of 
Prussia, enlightened by experience, was at length become 
sensible of the versatile policy of your Cabinet. He felt him- 
s(^ obliged for the steps which it had taken at St. Petersburg 
to' prevent the niptnre.. It was berides, contrarjr to bis jus< 
tice and bisheart to declare war, merely for the considerations 
of political convenience. He. yielded to his personal senti* 
ments towards your Sovereign, add eonsentet} to make an al¬ 
liance with him. 

So long as the chances of war tvere fbvouraUe tons your 
Court shewed itself faithful; hut scarcely had the premature 
rigours of the winter .attacked opr,, wmies on the Niemen, 
wHhn the defection of General D'Vork rewakened suspicions 
hilt too well fbuinkiL:. The equivocal conduct of your Court 
in^o wdghty a circumsttnee; , the departure of the King for 
Bredawt; the treachery of general Jliilm, who opened to the 
enemy the passages of the Nwher-Oder; the jpublic Ordi¬ 
nances, to excite a turbulent and factious youth to take up 
arms; the junction as. Chiefs of 

the disturbers, itid as priwapalinstiginors of the war of 1806; 
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post, in ms tuture hostilities against Russia. 
At the same time he was not only enabled to 

the diuly commuj^ications established between your Court 
and the bead-quarters of the enemy, had for a long time left 
no doubt of the resolutions of your Court; when, M. Baron, 
I received your note of the 27th of March, and it has there¬ 
fore caused no surprise. Prussia rrishes,’ it is said, to recover 
the inheritance of her ancestors: but we may ask her, if, 
when she speaks of losses which her false policy has caused 
her to suffer, she has not< likewise made some acquisitions to 
put into the scale;—if, among those acquisitions, there be 
none which she owes to her faithless policy i It is, that she 
owes Silesia to the abandonment of a French army on the 
walls of Prague; and all her acquisitions in Germany, to the 
violation of the laws and interests of the Germanic Body. 

Prussia talks of iier desire of obtaining a peace ftiunded on 
m solid basis; but how is it possible to reckon on a solid peace 
with a power which believes bersitif justified when she breaks 
her engagements according to the caprices of foitune? 

Hib Majesty prefers a declared enemy to a friend .always 
ready to abandon him. 

I will not carry these observatiom an/fcrdia-; I shall con¬ 
tent myself with asking, wllat would an enlightened States¬ 
man, and a ftiend to bis country, have done, who, in thought, 
placing bimBelf.at yie helm'of af&iraof {bnstia, from the day 
when the revolution in France brake out, would have con¬ 
ducted himself accordihg tmtbe principlea of a sound and 
moral policy. 

Would be have engaged Prussia in 17!|j^ in a «w, iu 
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exhaust it by grievous exactions, under the 
name of contributions, but to ruin its finances 

which she must leatx the chances in favour of »tatea*inorc 
powerful than herselfi Had he done so, he would have ad- 
viwd to take up aras befpre the Revolution was finished. 

■ If, nevertheless, he bad been led to acknowledge the Re¬ 
public, would he not have persisted in his system,—would . 
he not have endeavoured to derive advantage from it, and to 
profit by those sentinients with which France would have 
been inspired for a Pnnee, who,, for her sake, braved the 
prqudices of the times? He would have established the in¬ 
fluence of Prussia in the North, by alliances; the Monarchy 
of Frederick would have been more firmly established, and 
Prussia would have founded her interior happiness and her 
consideration on a strict union with France. He would not 
bare sufiered himself to be pufled up, in 1799, by the tran¬ 
sient success of our enemies. He would, in 1805, have re¬ 
pulsed with policy and dignity, the alliance by which Eng¬ 
land, Russia, and Austria had unitedly entered into reciprocal 
engagements to cons^in Prussia. Ncv’ertheleis, if drawn 
away by unforeseen circumstances, he bad taken an oath on 
the tomb of Frederick, be should not have violated it after the 
battle of Austerlitz: he should have taken the only honour¬ 
able sray in a false determination, by remaining true to those 
Allies who were maltreated by Fortune. 

If he had thought he might forget what Russia 

hadillil^ i» favour of Prussia at Tilsit, whatever circum- 
ipdip'permitted; and ifhe<bad signed the alliance with 
IMpfioe, he ought to have remain^ faithful to it. He woukl 
mve found in unexpected events, an opportunity of causing 
Prussia, notwithstanding her weakness, to act a fme’^part, 

■M 
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by that deceitful and ingenious mode of impo> 
verishing his neighboum* which he termed the 

and to muiifest decided sentiments, and of yhich he might, 
in future time, invoke the honourable lemembrance. ThU. 
faithful resolution would bare serar^ to Prussia the esteem 
even of her enemies. She would have served not their hate, 
but their true interests^ for'General D’York would not have 
betrayed, and the Russians would not have passed the Nie^ 
men} General Bulow would not bav^ b^rajed, and the Rus* 
sians would not have passed the Oder; and would not^have 
exposed themselves to the catastrophe which threatens them: 
in short, France, .feeling the .want of a mediator between ter 
and Russia, would have found it in faithfiil Prussia, and 
would have consented to aggrandize for the interest of her 
system, and for the. peace and repose of the world, .which is 
her sole view, a Power, whose sincerity had been put to the 
proof. 

At present, M. Baron, what remains for PrussM? She has 
done'nothing for Europe ; she has dc«e nothing for her an¬ 
cient Ally; she will do nothing for peace. A Power, whose 
Treati^ are. only condition^, cannot be an useful Mediator; 
she guarantees nothing; she is nothing but a sulyect of dis¬ 
cussion ; she is not even a barrier. ’Hie finger Providence 
has shewn itself in the evei^ of this winter; ,it has produced 
them to unmask false frieqds, and mark the fkithful ones; it 
has given his Majesty power sufficient to,insure the triumph 
of the one, and the cbastiMment of the others. , 

In terminating my trauuactions wi]|h yoti, Baron, I 
congratulate myself in bavingto express to yw hiaHiiles^a 
satisfaction with your conduct, daring the Ubm that you Inve 
resided near to him. . 



Continental Syttem. In this wtetcned situation 
was Prussia placed when Buonapairte’s plans 
against Russia begap to be developed- Unable 
to stand alone, her circumstances did not allow 
of neutrality, and she was unwillingly dragged 
along ns a vamal in the train of the Ruler 
of the French nation. But even if she had 
not suffered severe oppressions in time of 
peace, she was at once plundered, trampled on, 
andvinsulted, during the war. Buonaparte acted 
over the kingdom of Prussia the Sovereign, or ra¬ 
ther thecooqueror, withoutrestraipt or cerqmony. 
He seized op Pillau and Spandau, by a sort of 
military surprise: .he kept possession of Glogau 
and Custrin, in express opposition to his treaties: 
he subsisted his garrisons in those places, by 
levying contributions for ten leagues around 
each: he seized no less than 70,000 horses,'and 
20,000 carriages, brides every other article that 

Hr pities yon. both as a military man, and as a man of 
honour, that you shouKl have found yourself oblig'd to sign 
such s declaration. 

I have tiia faimoar to transmit yon the pawports which you 
tune requested of me. 

t hegyoQ, M. Baron, to a 9 cept tite assurance of my high 
tcMUlfcratioD. 


(Signed) THE DUKE DE BASSANO. 
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his Coimpisfiartes happened to want ; and he 
even sent orders to General Bulow to join Vie^ 
tor’s corps, without consulting the King of 
Prussia on the subject; These and many more 
equally serious and well-founded complaints 
vvere distinAly set forth by Count Krusemarckin 
his note; andtbcDukeofBassano, in reply,began 
by a sarcastic allusion to the versatile politics of 
the Prussian cabinet since 1792as if Buona-' 
parte,, since that time, had not gone through 
more changes, exhibited moto flagrant instances 
of lying and peijuiy, and other iniquitous con¬ 
duct, more frequently than any individual re* 
corded in history.' He stated, that it was 
contrary to Buonaparte’s justice and his heart 
to declare war merely for political convenience! 
He would have made Prussia a mediator be¬ 
tween France and Russia, “and would have 
consented toaggrandiee,for theiiiterest of his sys¬ 
tem, and for the peace and repose of the world, 
which is his sole view, a, potrer, whose since¬ 
rity had been put to the pro6f.”-^Buonapliirte 
would have aggrandized Prussia!'—“made heract 
a fine pwt,” and “ manifest d^d^ sentiments” 
—he did nht suspect the duplicity of one who 
had solicited the honour of an alliance with him. 

Whilst these diplomatic arrahgemeuts be> 
tween' Russia and Prussia were proceeding, tin 
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harassed and noar confused conunant^ of the 
French armies in vain attempted to make a 
stand* at Berlin. The inhabitants manifested a 
spirit no less formidable to them than that of the 
enemy: and even the French confessed, that the 
first of the Rtfssian light troops thatfapproached 
Berlin were conducted and reinforced by the 
young men of that capital, several of whom 
Vere killed in the skirmishes which took place 
in the suburbs. 

On the 23d of February the King of Saxony 
issued from Dresden the subjoined proclamation, 
announcing bis determination to withdraw from 
that capital. 

We, Frederick Augustus, by the Grace of God, King 
of Saxony, &c. 

We find ourselves, by existing circumstances, under 
the necessity of quitting our metropolis, and retiring to 
another part of our kingdom, where we think of remaining 
so long as circumstances may require, and admit of our 
so doing. Hie political system to which we have, for 
the last six years, attached ourselves, is what th^ State 
is solely indebted to for its preservation in the most 
tbreatemMp^gers in the^ course of that period. IVuc 
to ova^iSRies of alliance*we still look forward with con> 
fidende to the happy result, wUch, even if our wishes 
for the icetoration of peace should^remain unfulfilled for 
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the preseoti^e may promise onrselves^firoiii thepowerftii 
assistance aS out great «Uy> the active soppmt of the con* 
federated powers, and the proved valour of our troq>s, 
who have covered themselves with> glory in ^fighting for 
their country’s cause. 

Our beloved subjects edll the surest mamer promote 
the attainment of the. end wliich we have so much at 
heart; to avoid and lighten the evils of war, as much as. 
possible,''by their loyalty, constancy, and quiet conduct; 
and likewise thereby hasten the period of our reunion 
with them. 

During the whole course of our forty-five years’govern¬ 
ment, and underidl the changes tif circnmstances, we 
have made the welfare of the country^ and the happiness 
of our subjects, the sole object of our endeavours; and 
have found the highest reward for all our cares, in the 
ever equal confidence and immoveable attachment of our 
people. We make oumelves assured, of receiving still 
continued proofs of these sentiments, which are most 
conspicuously shewn in times of trouble;' and we' thus 
hope, with the assistance of Dod, soon to return to our 
beloved subjects, and again to'emproy ourselves for their 
durable welfare to the best of our abiliQr. 

^1 the officers ojf the kingdom mi ^ remain, in their 
usual occupations during our alienee.'7 Ihe care (ri'.the 
country’s welfare, in all occurrences and situatbns which 
may be produced by the state of wir, we haVe devolved 
on an imndediate council estabKshejl here; to which sill 
Magistrates and sulijects ^ oiir kingdom have to apply 
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under tile dneumstanoet beftwe-mentiened, end to follow 
its diieetioQs b all oases. 

We agaii^ exhort <rar fohhful subjects to support the 
ancient renown of the Saxon nation, by a peaceable and 
orderly condu^, consistent with the unalterable senti¬ 
ments and bteatbns whieh ,ha>e always influenced us 
for she true prosperity of our native country. 

Done and given under our proper signature, and with 
the 'impressbn of our royal seal, at jDreaden, the 23d of 
February, ISIS. 

(Signed) FREDERICK AUGUSTUS. 

t 

General Blucber, on the S3d of hlarch, ad¬ 
dressed, from Buntalau, a proclamation to the 
inhabitants of Saxony, stating that he entered 
their territory to oi^er them a fraternal hapd, 
and calling on them .to raise the standard of in¬ 
surrection a^inst their oppressors *. 

* " Saxons!—We Prussians enter your territory to offer 
you our fraternal hand. In the borth d Europe the Lord of 
hosts has held a dreadful court of justice, and the ,aogel of 
death bes cut off 300,1)00 of th<i|if strangert by the sword, 
fiunine, and ctdd, from that earth b. which they, in t||e in- 
sotence of their prosperity, woaU have brought under the 
WeiMrcb«berefer.thefli|ger^thefiorddiiccuus, 
toAght for the security pf the ancient thronth, apd our na- 
tionri independence. With us ooQMts a vriiaut peojde, who 
dMyc baldly 4^ven baeA foreign pppreni(Ulf,fod‘ ip the, high 



In addition to this prodamation Count Wit- 
genstein addressed the following from Beltzig, 


feding of its victors have promised Kbertj to the sut^ogated 
nations. We bring to you the mdrning porpJe of a new day. 
The time for shaking oiFa detestable yoke, whieb, during the 
last six years dreadfaily crushed us down, has at khgth arrived. 
A new war, unluckily c<ynmei^Q|sd, and stiO more nnhappdy 
concluded, forced upon ns the'peace of Tilsit; but even of 
the severest titles of that treaty«iK)toae has been kept with us. 
Every folloaring treaty increased the hard conditions of the 
preceding .one. For this reason we have thrown the 
shameful yoke, and advance to the beart*cheering combat 
for our liberty. 

** Saxons! ye are a noble, enlightened people! You know, 
that without independence, ail the good things of this life are, 
to noble minds, of little value>‘>that sulgiection is the greatest 
disgrace. You neither can nor will bear slavery any longer 
—you will no longer permit a cunning and deceitful system 
df policy to carry its ambitious and depraved views into effect, 
to demand the blood of yjmr sons, dry up the spring of your 
comn^erce, depress yonr industry, dertroy the liberty of your 
press, and turn your once happy country into the theatre of 
war. Already has the Vantalism of your oppressive foreigners 
wantonly and unmercifully destroyed your most beautiful 
monumentdf archftecture, the bridge of DntAen. Rise! 
join us—waiseihe standard of insurrection against foreign op* 
pressors, and be flreC*. 

" Your sdvereigtt is in t^e pijWer of foreigners, deprived of 
the freedoBB of detenbinatiicm, deploring the ^eps airdecherous 
policy forced him to take; we will no more attribute them to 
him, than cause jrou to suftr fie Tbttaf' We oidy take the 
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on the 31 st of March, to tht people of 
Saxony. 

" Saxons!—I enter your countiy cither to make war 
upoDj.OTtofight in conjonction with ^ou fm your free¬ 
dom and the*'restoration of yonr degraded honour. 
Choose!—your choice may place your crown in danger, 
and cause your children to blush Jar the conduct of their 
Jtfhers!'- 

“ Look and see what passes around y«ni! Sec the noble 
Prussians your neighbours. The whole nation has risen , 
in massin their ranks the son of the ploughman Is found 
by the side of the prince; all difIRsrence of ranks is 

provinces of your country under our care for your Lord, 
which foiiune, the superiority of our arras, and the valour of 
our troops, may place in our power. Supply tbe reasonable 
wants of our warriors, and in return,, expect from us the 
strictest diseijtdine. Every application to me, the Prussian 
Genera], shall be open to aU oppreaaad penoni-»I will hear 
complaint, examine every charge, alid lerareiy punidi every 
vidlation of diacipline. Every one, ev«a the very meanest, 
may with conSdence approach me« I will receive him with 
kindness. 

'* The friq|||i(-‘a>f Gmraan mdependeoce will/by us, be eon- 
udered a)|M brother; tbe weak-minded .wanderer we will 
ead witll'limdcrneM into tbe right road:—^but tbe disboaour- 
lUe, ifinpicaUe tool of fmeigir tyranny, 1 wiD pursue with 
hejilioat'rigour as an enemy tn our common codntry. 


(Signed) 


"BLUCHER." 
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mingled together* and disappears in the great ideas of 
liberty, honour, king, and country. There is no other 
difference of talents and of zeal in the great and sacred 
cause. Liberty or death! is the word which Frederick 
William has given; and solemnly has his whole mag. 
naninious people sworn to conquer, or fall ^worthily of 
such a Prince. 

“ Saxons—^Germans—Ohr pedigrees, our family, 
registers close with the year 1812 . The deeds of our 
ancestors are cancelled by the humiliation of their der 
scendants. The restoration of Germany can alone 
renovate the nobility of the race> and restore it to its 
original splendour. 

« COUNT WITGENSTEIN. 

** Head.quarters, March SI.*’ 

Prince Kutusoff Smolensk, on the SJth of 
March, issued the annexed appeal to the Ger^ 
mans, in the, name of their Majesties ifie £m’« 
peror of Russia and King of Prussia; which al. 
most gave a new character to the war. . In it he 
assures the world, that the sword has been un^ 
sheathed by the alliee, to recover the indepen^ 
dence of Earqse, *and they will give a death. 
blQW to the oppressors, by^announcing, that the 
Confederation of the Rhine must be ^^d^^ 
solved. 



** While Russia's vichmoas waniors, united with those 
of Prussia, their allies, appear in Germany, his Majesty 
the Emperor of Russia and his Majesty the King of 
Prussia announce to the princes and people of Germany, 
the return of freedom and independence. They come 
only with the 'intention of helping them to reconquer 
those lost but inalienable blessings of nations, and of 
affording powerful protjtection and lasting security to the 
regeneration of a venerable‘empire. It is this grand 
ol^ct alone, raised far above every selfish view, wtiieh 
dictates and directs the advance of their armies. 

"These armies, under the eyes of both monarchs, and 
led on by their General, confide in the righteous dis¬ 
poser of events, and hope to be able to accomplish for 
the whole world, and irrevocably for Germany, what they 
have already so gloriously began for themselves—the de¬ 
struction of the most ignominious yidte. Full of this 
spirit, they march forward. Their watch-word is honour 
and independence. Let every-German, who would still be 
thot^ht^ woi^hy of that name, unite with them heartily 
and etrongly: let all, be they princes or nobles, or in the 
lower ranks of life, join heart and hand, with their lives 
and property in the Russian and. Prussian plans of de¬ 
liverance. Such a disposition and $uch zeal their 
Majesties trust they are entitled to expect from every 
^rman, when they view the spirit which the victories of 
RaMia have roused’in an awakened world. 

" They invite, therefore, the faithful co-operation of 
ggiy Germui Prince, and they would gladly anticipatt 
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that none of them, by proving rebellious to the German 
common weal, will expose themselves to deserved de¬ 
struction by the force of open hostilities. 

“ The Confederation of the Rhine, that deceitful fetter 
which the general disturber threw arotlnd dismembered 
Germany, even to the annihilation of her ancient name, 
can no longer be tolerated, as being the work of foreign 
constraint and the instrument of foreign influence. Their 
Majesties are confident that they only comply with the 
universal wishes of the people, when they declare, that 
the dissolution of this confederation must be considered 
as one of their most settled determinations. 

“ Herewith at the same time is the relation declared, in 
which his Majesty the Emperor of ail the Russias is de¬ 
sirous of standing with regard to renovated Germany, and 
to its internal constitution. 

“ As he wishes to see the annihilation,pf foreign in¬ 
fluence, that relation can be nothing else than extending 
a protecting hand over a work, the full completion of 
which can only be. accomplished by the princes and 
people of Germany. The more firmly the foundations 
and the superstructure of thi| work arise out o^ the 
national spirit of the German people, the more powerfully, 
and the more unite(Uy, will permany shine forth among' 
the nations of Europe. 

“ In fine his Majesty and his allies, between whom th® 
most complete understanding prevails with regard to the 
herein declared resolutions and views, are determined 
VOL. I. S ' 
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ppeservingly to devote their strongest efforts to the 
glorious object of delivering Germany from a foreign 
yoke. 

“ Let France, who is beauteous and strong in herself, 
occupy herself, ‘ in future, in promoting their internal 
welfare! No foreign power intends disturbing it—no 
hostile attempt shall be made upon her rightful frontiers. 
But be it known to France, that the other powers are 
solicitous of conquering lasting tranquillity for their 
subjects; and that they will not lay down their arms, 
until the foundation of the independence of every 
European State has been established and secured.” 

An Address was issued at Koiiingsl)erg, on 
the 19th of March, from the Saxon, Bavarian, 
and Rhenish officers, who, in joining “ the 
Army of the North of Germany,” sunk all 
petty local distinctions in the bond of a common 
patriotism. “ We are Germans,” said they : 
this single word included every thing. The 
moment seemed to be arrived when Germany 
could raise Iict depressed head, when she might 
hope to throw off the slavish yoke of France;— 
even in those parts where the enemy still kept 
his footing, a general lipirit was rising, which 
promised to reconquer* the lost honour and free¬ 
dom of Germany :—and with manly cdhfidencL* 
they concluded—“ Posterity will not ask, in 
what service we were engaged, but for what 
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.cause we fought; whether for Germany and hu¬ 
man nature, or for tyranny and France.” It 
was upon this deep, in-wrought feeling of what 
is due to common origin and common wrongs— 
upon this sacred love of country^ and indigna¬ 
tion against Buonaparte, that the best hopes of 
the Continent were built. Cold calculations of 
interest—mild treating with the rapacious plun¬ 
derers of all for the restitution of a part, could 
neverarrest thegiant strideof universal despotism. 
Nations must rise as one man; and they ap¬ 
peared to be so rising. Prussia became one 
great camp ; the cabinet intriguers vanished ; 
the Generals, known by their resolute opposi¬ 
tion to French influence, were invested with 
new and really effectual powers; th^ whole 
country between the Elbe and the Oder was 
divided into four military districts, under the 
command of L’Estocq, Tauenzien, Massenbach, 
and Gotzen; the militia was called out; the 
levy en masse was preparing; volunteers enrolled 
themselves on all sides; no less fhan 20,000 of 
the militia were collected at Koningsberg, be¬ 
sides a reserve of 10,000, and the national 
enthusiasm was universally directed fo one 
great object. 

The King of Prussia, on the 20th of March, 
1813, published an edict concerning the abolition 



of the so-called Continental system, and thtf 
duties henceforward to be collected on sjoods 
hereafter to he imported by sea. Uy this edict 
fhe ships and goods of all friendly and neutral 
nations were freely permitted to enter into his 
harbours and territories, without arry exce|)tion 
or difference. All French goods, either produce 
or manufactures, were totally prohibited, not 
only for use, but likewi.se to pass throtigh his 
territories, or those occupied by his armies. 

The so-denominated Cdntinental impost was 
taken ofi‘, and exclusive of the consumption ex¬ 
cise to be especially paid t)n foreign goods en¬ 
tered inwards by .sea for home consumption, 

there ^s directed to be levied the heretofore 

« 

established import and transit duty, as it was 
previous to the establishment of the Continental 
impost in the year 1810, which duty was to be 
collected on the gross weight, but only to con¬ 
tinue so long as the increased exfienses arising 
from the war carrying on for the liberation of 
Germany should render it necessary; 

• * 

The French troops quitted Berlin in the night 

the 3d of March, an'd Tchernicbeff arrived in 
that city at five o’clock of the fiallowing morning. 
At noon, between twelve and one o’clock, both 
infantry wid artillery entered. The entry was 
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performed in peace and good order, amid a great 
concourse of people, and the Russian troops 
were received with kindness and hospitality. 
The three detachments which were in the ad¬ 
vance under the orders of Major-Generals 
Tchernicheff and Berkendorf, and Colonel Tet- 
tenborne, as well as part of the cavalry of the 
ack'an ced -gu ard, and some Cossacks, preci pi lately 
pursued the enemy, and several petty engage¬ 
ments took place in the neighbouring villages, 
especially at Stcglitz, from whence the Russians 
sent several prisoners into Berlin., 

On the nth of March, Count VVitgenstein 
made his public entry into that city, and was 
received with the greatest enthusiasm. 


After the Grand French Army, (including 
the division of General Grenier, amounting to 
!20,000 men, which in the beginning of January 
had hastened from Italy to its support,) had 
been reduced by several severe engagements 
with the Cossacks to about 18,000 m,en,* and 
quitted Berlin to lay the basis of future operations 
in a more solid manner behind the Elbe, General 
Morand, who kept possession of Swedish 
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Pomerania with about 2j()0 men, and who, 
according to instructions, was to have maintained 
himself there at all events, put himself in march 
to follow the Grand Army, whose left wing he 
formed under the name of the Army of Pome¬ 
rania. On h'is march he was joined by the 
Custom-House officers established there; the 
cavalry was about fifty men strong: theartilldfy 
consisted of eighteen pieces. 

Baron Von Tettenborne, Colonel-Comman¬ 
dant of a corps of General Witgenstcin’s divi¬ 
sion of the army, marched with his corps in the 
direction of Hamburg; his van-guard was at 
Luneberg when Morand, on the 15th of March, 
entered into Mollen. So'mc parties of Cossacks 
that had been detached in front, and who ap¬ 
peared opposite Mollen, caused the Army of 
Pomerania to halt, and induced General Morand 
to feraairi there for the day, and in the night to 
march to Bergedorf, where he was met by the 
11th Military Division^ and the Custom-House 
officers stationed in Hamburg. General Morand 
made a feint of marching from Bd^edorf to 
Hamburg, but was prevented by the Danish 
troops; 3W)0 of whom, with a numerous ar¬ 
tillery, were stationed on the borders to maintain 
their neutrality. 
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It now appeared to l>e General Morand’s in¬ 
tention to take a position in Bergedorf and the 
Vierlanden, and for this purpose he garrisoned 
Eschenburg, a place situated a German mile to¬ 
wards Lauenburg, witli .500 men and 8 pieces of 
artillery. I'rom Eschenburg to T3ergedorf it is 
one continued defile, where cavalry is totally 
useless, and from this defile to the Elbe it is a 
morassy country, cut through with innumerable 
canals ; and possibly General Morand had cal¬ 
culated on being able to keep this post; but the 
regiments of Cossacks pushed forward by Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel BerkendortF, Commander of the 
van-guard, fell in with the enemy, when some 
volunteers immediately dismounted, and by con¬ 
tinued skirmishing, kept the enemy employed 
till late in the night. Meanwhile a detachment 
of Cossacks were sent by a bye-road to Berge- 
dorf, who had driven the enemy’s piquets into 
the tow n, and put every thing in alarm. After 
three such attacks, ^General Morand deemed the 
whole position untenable, and, at break of day, 
he marched to the Custom House store, from 
whence all the baggage had, in the course of the 
night, been sent across the Elbe. Colonel Von 
Tettenborne immediately caused the enemy to be 
pursued from Bergedorf, as far as Eschenburg: 
at a mile’-s distance from the Custom House 
store, the enemy made a staifll on a cross-dam. 
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and placed a batter}’' of 6 guns against the only 
dam by which he could be approached. The 
Cossacks kept up a 6re of musketry, but could 
make- no impression on the enemy, by reason of 
his advantageous situation. Colonel Von Tet- 
tenbornc, not\Yithstandingthe apparent disadvan¬ 
tage of the position, then caused a piece of artil¬ 
lery to be brought up. This gun, notwithstand¬ 
ing the very brisk fire kept up by the enemy with 
such a superior force of artillery, produced a de¬ 
cisive mortal effect on the French, who retreated 
with the utmost expedition. The Cossacks 
pursued them with rapidity, and did not allow 
them time to carry ofl’ the artillery, which was 
already put on board some craft. I'he enemy’s 
convoy escaped in small boats, leaving- 6 pieces 
of cannon behind them, which the Cossacks im¬ 
mediately made themselves masters of. 

In the meantime Colonel Hamilton. Governor 
of Heligoland, in consccjuence of the effect 
which the glorious success of the Russian arms 
produced, and the favourable reports fronj differ¬ 
ent parts of the Hanoverian coast, di'termined 
immediately to take every step, v’hifdi anincon- 
ftiderable force at his disposal would admit of, to 
promote the great and jlist cause. 

Lieutenant Banks proceeded with S gun-brigs, 
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reinforced by 2 serjeants and 30 veterans, to 
Cuxhaven, from which the French had departed 
with great expedition, after destroying all their 
gun-boats and dismounting the guns from the 
strong works constructed for the defence of the 
harbour. On a summons from. Lieutenant 
Banks, the castle of Ritzenbuttle, and batteries of 
Cuxhaven were surrendered, to be at the disposal 
of his Majesty, by the burghers, and the British 
and Hamburg flags were immediately dis¬ 
played. 

Major Kentzinger, m officer perfectly quali¬ 
fied for-such a mission, was sent to Cuxhaven, 
having received instructions .to communicate 
as soon as possible with the Russian General 
and the senate of Hamburg; and this officer 
was immediately followed by a detachment from 
the 8th Royal Veteran Battalion, and a supply 
of all the arms, &c. which were not actually em¬ 
ployed by the garrison of Heligoland. 

The Hanoverians, who had been so long op¬ 
pressed, displayed every where the British co¬ 
lours and G. R. qpon their habitations. In the 
Weser, the inhabitants of that part of the country 
assembled in considerable nuinber§, and took 
the strong and important battery and works at 
Bremerlee; and a corps of about 1500 French 
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having assembled in its vicinity, M’hich threat¬ 
ened to retake the battery, application was made 
immediately to Major Kenteinger for assistance, 
M’bo having left Cuxhaven with a party of the 
soldiers in waggons, was met by those brave and 
grateful meni, who gave him the pleasing intelli¬ 
gence that the enemy had marched oft’ in great 
haste, in consequence of the landing of the Bri- 
■ tish troops, which were reported to amount to a 
considerable number. 

Baron do Tettenborne entered Hamburg on 
the ISth of March, amidst the acclamations and 
every demonstration of Joy on the part of the ci¬ 
tizens. In consequence of this happy event the 
ancient'government was restored. ColonelTot- 
tenborne' published addresses to the inhabitants 
of the left banks of the Lower Elbe and to the 
inhabitants of the city of Lubec, cxhoruitg 
then to take up arms in this sacred war,-r-tel- 
ling them they knew' the fate of the French 
grand army, which had been entirely destroyed 
on the plains of Russia,—and assuring them that 
powerful armies were hastening to their supjwrt. 
The most honourable employment, observed ^e- 
ieral Tettenborne, now was to draw the sword, 
tmd drive ftr away from the German territory, 
those foreigners, who had already been pursued 
above 1900 miles by the victorious Russian ar- 
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inies. “ Shame and disgrace fall on every one, 
who in these eventful times, when the struggle 
is for the greatest blessings of the human race, 
can sit with his arms folded/’ There was also 
a notification published, signed by Baron Tet- 
tenboriie, for the raising of a volunteer corps in 
Hamburg, Lubec, and Bremen, to bear the 
name of “ The Hanseatic Legion,” and form a 
part of the army of the North of Germany. 

Of a detachment of veterans sent by Colonel 
Hamilton to Cuxhaven, a party consisting of 1 
lieutenant, 3 serjeants, and 25 men, marched 
to Bremerlee to occupy the battery at that place, 
and to afford some support to the insurgent pea¬ 
santry. The enemy collected a force of 5 or 
6000 men at Bremen, and on the 24th a detach¬ 
ment of about 700 marched rapidly upon Bre¬ 
merlee, dispersed the peasants, and forced the 
bridge, which was bravely defended by a part of 
the 1st Veteran Battalion, under Lieutenant 
Baurmcister. This officer and 12 or 14 of his 
men were killed. The enemy then attacked the 
battery where the rest of the Veterans, and a 
body of peasants,* were stationed. These peo¬ 
ple capitulated, in the hope of saving their lives. 
The French spared 6 or 7 of the British Vete¬ 
rans, but massacred every one of the peasants 
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riifv then pillaged the town, and returned 
hastily to Bremen. The French sustained some 
loss in forcing the bridge, and 21 of the V'etc- 
rans, and about as many of the peasants, were 
killed in this affair. 

On the 2d of ’April, General Morand, who 
had retired to Bremen, again marched as far as 
Tollstadt, three miles from Harhurir; whence, 
after remaining five days and receiving a rein¬ 
forcement, he advanced upon Luneberg with 
about .‘l.ilOO men. and 12 pieces of artillery, and, 
dislodging a piquet of Cossacks, took possession 
of that town. The cavalry of (umeral Tctten- 
bornc’s army having followed the enemy’s move¬ 
ment, he communicated this information to Ge¬ 
neral Dornberg, who, conjointly with the corps 
of General Tchernicheff, had passed the Fdbe at 
Lentzen. These two Generals having advanced 
upon Luneberg by forced marches, arrived there 
at the moment when Tettenborne’s Cossacks 
were engaged with. the enemy. -Their sudden 
appearance, as well as that of Colonel Berken- 
dorff, threw confusion into the ranks of the 
enemy, who, surrounded on< every side, were 
overwhelmed at all points. The inhmtry stormed 
two gates of the town with the bayonet, and the 
fighting continued for some time in the streets 
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with the greatest desperation. Several pieces of 
cannon and many prisoners fell into the hands of 
the Kussiuns. 


Ainoii" the important writings circulated w'ith 
the view of inducing all friends of liberty and 
the laws to throw off the yoke of despotism, and 
demand their just prerogatives, an address * of 

LOUIS XVIII. &c. &c. 

The moment is at length arrived, when Divine Providence 
appears ready to break in pieces the instrument of its wrath. 
The Usurper of the throne of St. Louis, the devastator of Eu¬ 
rope, experiences reverses in his turn. Shall they have no 
other effect but that of aggravating the calamities of France; 
and will she not dare to overturn an odious power, no longer 
protected by the illusions of victory } what prejudices, or 
what fears, can now prevent her from throwing herself into 
the arms of her King; and from recognising jn the establish¬ 
ment of his legitimate authority, the only pledge of union, 
))eace, and happiness, which his promises have so often gua¬ 
ranteed to his oppressed subjects ? 

Being neither able, nor inclined to obtain, but by their 
efforts, that throne which his rights and their affection can 
alone confirm, what wishes should be adverse to those which 
he has invariably entertained } what doubt can be started with 
regard to his paternal intentions f 
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Louis XVIII. to the people of France, was at 
this period published and circulatexl on the Con¬ 
tinent. 

The King has said in his preceding declarations, and he 
reiterates the assurance, the Administrative and .ludicial Bo¬ 
dies shall be maintained in the plenitude of their jwwers; that 
he will preserve their places to those who at present hold them, 
and who shall take the oath of fidelity to him; that the tri¬ 
bunals, depositaries of the laws, shall prohibit ail prosecutions 
bearing relation to those unhappy tinn s of which his 'return 
will have for ever sealed the oblivion; that, in fine, the ctidc 
polluted by the name Na|K)leon, but which, for the most part, 
contains only the ancient ordinances and customs of the realm, 
shall remain in force, with the exception of enactments con¬ 
trary to the doctrines of religion, which, as well as the liberty 
of the people, has long been subjecteil to the caprice of the 
tyrant. 

The Senate, in which are seated some men so justly distin¬ 
guished for their talents, and whom so many services may 
render illustrious in the eyes of France, and of posterity,— 
that eorps, whose utility and importance can never be duly 
appreciated till afler the restoration,—can it fail to perceive 
the glorious dediny which summons it, to become the first in¬ 
strument of that great benefaction, which will prove the most 
solid, as well as the most honourable guarantee of its existence 
and its prerogatives ? 

On the subject of property, the King, who has already an¬ 
nounced his intention to employ the most pro]>er means for 
conciliating the interests of all, perceives in the numerous 
settlements, which have taken place between tlie olA and 
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Some admirable proclamations were also 
addressed to the inhabitants of the North 
of Germany by Count Witgenstein *, in the 

tlu- new landholders, the means of renderin" those cares al¬ 
most superfluous. He engages, however, to ifiterdict all pro¬ 
ceedings by the .tribunals, contrary to such settlements,—to 
encourage voluntary arrangements, and, on the part of himself 
and his family, to set the example of all those sacrifices which 
may contribute to the repose of France, and the sincere union 
of all Frenchmen. 

The King has guaranteed to the army the maintenance of 
the ranks, employments, ])ay, and appointments, which it at' 
present enjoys. He promises also to the generals, officers, 
and soldiers, who shall signalize themselves in .support of his 
cause, rewards more substantial, distinctions more honour* 
able, than any they can receive from an Usurper,—always 
ready to disown, or even to dread their services. The King 
binds himseif anew to abolish that pernicious conscription 
w hich ilestroys the happiness of families, and the hope of the 
country. 

Such always have been, such still are, the intentions of the 
King. His re-establishment on the throne of his ancestors 
will be for France only the happy transition from, the calami¬ 
ties of a war which tyranny perpetuates, to the blessings of a 
solid peace, for which foreign powers can never find any se¬ 
curity but in the w'ord of the legitimate Sovereign. 

Harfwell.Pcb. ISIS. L. 

The follow ing is an accurate account of the family of 
this officer. 



name of Alexander the Liberator, the title'justly 
given to the Emperor of Russia. In these, Ge¬ 
neral Witgenstein spoke in a language which 


The father of Count W'itjitnstcin entered the Knssiian ser¬ 
vice, and was Lieutenant-General under the Empress Cathe¬ 
rine 11., being: employed most honourably in the u ars during 
(hat rei^i. He was deseended from the family of Wit{;en- 
stein, the eldest branch of which ranks amongst Princes of 
the German Empire, and bears that title. He was first mar¬ 
ried to a Countesis Einkenstein, also of a princely house in 
Germany; and his second wife was a Hus>ian Princess Dolpo- 
rouky, by whom he had no idiildren. The present Count 
^Witgenstein, his son by the first wife, was w ith his father in 
Little Russia till he had reached his 1 dth year, when he was 
brought to Petersburg, and educated in 'the house of Field- 
Marshal Count .‘^oltykoll) with his own three sons, amongst 
whom the Count Alexander is considered as an eminent .states¬ 
man. The Field-Marshal, who is still alive, wa.s charged at 
that time w ith the education of the present Emperor and the 
Grand Duke Constantine. The father ftf Count Witgenstein 
had estates givep him, for his services in Podolia, which are 
now in the possession of the son, who likewise acquired some 
property by his marriage w ith a lady of the nati^of .Siiursky, 
in the Government ofVitcpsk. Both these estates are of eon- 
siderable value, though their revenue is not adequate to the 
present station of the Count, nor to the number of hb family, 
consisting of six sons and one daughter. His late serviees 
have been rewarded by a liberal pension from the Crown. 
Ever since the begiiming of his military career be has been 
Temarkcd as one of the best oflicers in the Russian service 

♦ t 

and now be is adored as a hero by his soldiers, and equally rc- 
■pectetPby his country. 
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eould not fail to have a decisive effect upon the 
minds of all classes and descriptions of the na¬ 
tives of Germany. Every feeling of patriotism 
was roused into action by these animated ap¬ 
peals, which struck upon every chord of the hu¬ 
man heart responsive to the call offreedom, and 
all the endearing remembrances connected with 
the name of country. The title of Conqueror, 
disclaimed by the Emperor of Russia, was su¬ 
perseded by the amiable designation of Libera¬ 
tor, and in his name the Germans were promised 
the restoration of their ancient laws and cus¬ 
toms, and of their lawful Princes. Wherever 
an opportunity offered, the spirit of the people 
was displayed in a manner which forcibly indi¬ 
cated the universal detestation of the French, 
excited by their cruelty and oppression.-—A 
striking instance of this occurred at Dresden. 
The corps of Gen. Regnier, loOO infantry strong, 
and as many Saxons, entered that city in the be¬ 
ginning of March, besides 1000 cavalry, and made 
preparations to keep off the Russians as long as 
possible. It was rumoured that the French had 
undermined the fine bridge. This occasioned a 
great fermentation ; and on the 9th, seeing these 
preparations continued, the people threw the im¬ 
plements into the Elbe.-J-This gave rise to a ge¬ 
neral insurrection, and in the .night the populace 
besieged the mine that had been made. The 
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whole night passed in invectives against the 
French. On the 10th the numbers increased, 
and the discontent grew louder against the 
enemy. A French officer who was giving some 
directions was seized, and would have been 
thrown into the Elbe had not some persons in¬ 
terceded for him. In the afternoon sundry ex¬ 
cesses happened, and all the preparations made 
to mine the bridge were destroyed. The mine 
was then filled up with stones, amid-^t the cries 
of “ Long live .\lexandor*.’ 

The King of Pr issianovv placed Lieut. -Iren. 
Von D’York and his corps d’armee under tin-di¬ 
rection ofCount Witgenst. in. 'I he !a t< r imme¬ 
diately issued the subjoined Oro r of the [ya. 
to the Royal Prussian corps under the comniand 
of the Lieutenant-General A’^on D’York. 

It has plca«ed his Royal Majesty the King of Pi u.>i.siii 
to join all his troops under the command of Lieutenant- 
General Von D’York to my corps. 

“ The command of so greatly-distingi-ished warriors is 

* It ii said that an office# drew his sword to quell the mob, 
when one of the people cried (Jut—" Saxons, will you kill your 
own countrymen? kill.the Frenchmeo rather!" InsUmtiy 
all the cavalry sheathed their swords. 
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in every respect flattering and honourable to me, and a 
security for the success of the good cause in winch I bear 
tny sword. 

" Our nations have been friends for more than 50 years j 
a dark interval of a few months, brought about by impe¬ 
rious circumstances, has only more animated the friendly 
sentiments of both our great Sovereigns towards each 
othe , and drawn still closer the ties existing between 
their people, lliere is but one, one only, great interest 
v’ ich connects us. It is the strife of liberty, of virtue, 
...aiast the. enemy of the indcpende-tce of all nations. 
’Miot you, valiant Prussians, have done against us, 
ri't real feeling of duty, though contrary to your 
better I riowleJgc, is pro-ed by the history of the last 
eain|)aign, Ly our ow’ii testimony. You will be uncon- 
ij leraljle, now that you can join this sense of duty to the 
l.i'iii conviction that you fight for the independence of 
your nat've country, and your king, and for your own 


Vobie Prussian Warriors, let us in fraternal love and 
unity, proceed onw'ard to the attainment of the greatest 
end for which armies were ever united. Our’s is the very 
singular happiness of serving two Princes who have drawn 
the sword for the happiness and Independence of their 
nations, and for the,salvation of Europe;—^two nations 
but by name, no trifling interests of common life will 
part us in our sacred combat. •Without jealousy—^with¬ 
out any personal concern intervening—^we will jointly 
conquer the laurels with which, after our woric is com* 
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pleted, the gratitude of liberated nations will form our 
wreaths. 


(Signed) " Count VON WITGENSTEIN. 
“ Head-Quarters, at Berlin, March 18, 1813. 

The Silesian army also was put in motion, 
and the command of it given to General Bluchcr, 
whose van-guard immediately entered Saxony. 
In East Prussia, and in Pomerania, Generals 
Von Bulow and Borstcll were actively employed 
in orffanizing the volunteers, who hastened in 
crowds to join their standard; ahd, in short, 
from one end of the Prussian monarchy to the 
other, the national spirit was roused, and the So¬ 
vereign felt himself irresistibly borne forward in 
the career of honour, by the united impulse of a 
whole people. The King of Prussia made every 
exertion to raise, in all parts of the Continent, 
the spirit of insurrection against the French: 
he perceived the advantages that had resulted 
from the fervent and animating addresses of the 
Emperor Alexander, and wherever an opportu¬ 
nity offered he profited of the like measure. In 
consequence of this political view, he issued on 
the 6th of April, from Breslaw, the following 
proclamation to the inhabitants of the former 
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Prussian German provinces, ceded by the treaty 
of Tilsit. 


“ It was neither by my choice, nor your defaults, that 
you my formerly so beloved and faithful subjects, were 
torn from my paternal heart. Tl)e force of events brought 
on the peace of Tilsit, by which we were separated. But 
even that convention, like all others since made with 
France, was broken by our enemies. TTiey themselves 
have by their infidelity released us from our connection 
with them; and God, by the victories of our powerful al¬ 
lies, has prepared the liberation of Germany. 

Neither arc you, from that moment when my faith¬ 
ful people fiew to arms for me, for themselves, and for 
you, any longer tied by that compulsive oath which bound 
you to your new ruler. To you, I therefore speak in the 
same language as I did to my beloved people concerning 
the cause and object of the present war. 

You have now again the same claim to my affection, 
and I to your obedience. Again joined to my people, 
you will share the same dangers, but you will likewise 
partake of the same reward and equal glory. I depend 
upon your attachment; our native country relies on your 
strength. Join your youths to my warriors, who have 
lately renewed the glory of the Prusssian arms. Seize 
your swords, and form your insurrectional levy, according 
to the examples of your n6ble brethren, whom with just 
pride I call my subject. Pay unconditional obedience 



278 


to the official persons that 1 shall send to you to inform 
you of my commands and direct your strength—men who’ 
have heretofore lived and acted with you in confidence, 
and to your benefit. 

“ Then, when )'OU shall have fought with us for our 
mutual country, when by your mutual exertions you shall 
have assisted in establishing our independence, and 
proved that you are worthy of your ancestors, and of the 
Prussian name, then will futurity heal the wounds in¬ 
flicted by times past, and we shall find the happiness that 
has been lost to us in the conviction of a mutually faithful 
attachment, and in the undisturbed enjoyment of liberty 
and peace. 

“ Given at Breslaw, the b'th of .April. 

(Signed) » FREDERICK WILLIAM.” 

On the 15th of March the Emperor Alexander 
made his solemn entry into Breslaw, having been 
met, at sixteen miles distance, by the King and 
Royal Family of Prussia, and the assembled 
nobles from every part of the country. Un¬ 
feigned joy was expressed at his arrival by all 
ranks of people. Four days previously to this, 
a ceremony scarcely less interesting had taken 
place at Berlin, when Count Witgenstein, as 
filready stated, attended by Prince Henry of Prus- 
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sia, entered that capital, so lately occupied by a 
French garrison. The joy of the inhabitants of 
Berlin was enhanced by the gratifying contrast. 

Count Witgenstein expressed his patriotic 
feelings in several admirable Proclamations to 
the inhabitants of Hanover, Brunswick, Hesse- 
Cassel, and the adjacent countries.—“ Brave 
and generous Germans,” observed the gallant 
Count, “ will you suffer me alone to fulfil the 
honourable commission entrusted to me by my 
mighty Emperor; or has your slavery not yet so 
far debased you, but that you are s|;iU capable 
of feeling the emotions of revenge against your 
shameless oppressors, and will, in junction with 
me, reach the beautiful and appointed end in 
view ?”—In like manner Baron Tettenborne ad¬ 
dressed himself to the citizens of the Hanseatic 
States. 

It was a subject of gratification that the spirit 
of nationality, which Buonaparte had thought 
he could for ever extinguish by his decrees and 
talse statements, still lived and blazed out the 
more fiercely from its late suppression. , “ Ye 
were Germans,” said Count Witgenstein, in 
one of his addresses, “ but ye have been forced 
to become Frenchmen.” He who does not feel 
such a compulsory'abjuration of his country as 
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the bitterest 6f injuries and insults, does not de¬ 
serve the name of man. Throughout Gehnany 
this cutting thought began to produce its proper 
and natural fruit,—an emotion of vengeance, 
\vhich when sanctioned by honour and justice 
constitutes an essential ingredient in human 
nature, and which must be reckoned upon 
as one of the most important features of these 
sanguinary campaigns. Even in Dre.sden, as 
before observed, the capital of an Ally still fle- 
voted to the cause of Buonaparte—in Dresden, 
menaced by the approach of the Russians, and 
occupied by a French Marshal, the Prince ol 
Eckmuhl, the people had dared to shew their 
German spirit, by resolutely opposing the de¬ 
struction of their iM^autiful bridge, 68i paces 
long, which was so ornamental and so useful to 
their city, and one of the hand.somest in Ger¬ 
many. The larger part of this city, which is on 
the North oi‘ the Elbe, was occupied by the 
Russians, whilst Davoust withdrew to the new 
town on the South side of the river. 


According to the di^ipositions made by Gem*- 
ral Witgenstein on the left bank of the £ll>e. the 
three flying corps, the first of which was under 
the command of General Von Dornberg, the se¬ 
cond under ^'^on Tchcrnicheir, and the third. 
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under Von Tettenborne, were to precede the 
army, and to pass the Elbe between Hamburg 
and Magdeburg. 

Whilst preparations were making for the pas¬ 
sage at ferchland, Havelberg, Sandau, Werben, 
Lentzen, &c. the French army concentrated 
in the vicinity of Magdeburg, and strength¬ 
ened itself by a part of the troops which were 
in the vicinity of Dresden and Leipzig. Its 
left wing consisted of three considerable corps, 
which were encamped near Luberitz and Sten- 
dal, in the neighbourhood of Gardeleben, and 
tlie whole army was under the command of 
Marshals Davoust and Victor. 

General Von Dornberg arrived first at Havel¬ 
berg, and afterwards on the 96'th of March crossed 
the Elbe at the village of Guitjobel, opposite to 
Werben, with his corps. On the 98th of 
March, the enemy, four or five thousand strong, 
a|)proached from Arneberg, and by their supe¬ 
riority of force, obliged that corps to quit the 
town of Werben, and re-cross the Elbe. The 
corps lost in this affair only one officer and 
iiightceu dragoons, who had remained too long 
at Werben. 

Meanwhile thg corps of General Tchemicheff 
arrived at Havelberg from Genthin, and this 
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General held a council of war with the other 
two Generals, Von Dornberg and Von Berken* 
dorff, concerning the future operations; in con¬ 
sequence of which, General Von Tchernicheff 
first passed the Elbe w'ith his corps at the Saiui- 
kruge, and took possession of Seehausen and 
Lichterfeld, to secure the passage of the corps of 
Von Dornberg. 

Scarcely were the needful dispositions inade, 
when Major Counj Von Fuschkin, who was 
posted with a regiment of Cossacks at Lichter¬ 
feld, was attacked by three battalions of Frencli 
infantry and 200 cavalry, with two pieces of 
artillery. This officer successfully kept the 
enemy employed, until a regiment of cavalry of 
the division of the Col. Baron Von Fahlen came 
to his support. Both these regiments now at¬ 
tacked the enemv drove him back to VV>rben, 

*/ ■ 

and made two officers and sixty men prisoners. 
The vicinity of the enemy rendered it arlvisahle 
that General Von Dornberg, on crossing thc^ 
river a second time, should not pass at Sandkruge. 
but somewhat lower down, near Lentzen, which 
he accordingly did, on the 3lst of March. Upon 
flli* the following disposition was made: Genera! 
l|6rnb<^i^*s infantry marched to Danneberg. 
the cayalry under General Von Berkendorff to 
I.uclitiilll and the corps of Gentirai Von Tchemi- 
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cheff* towards Wustrau.—^The latter had, to 
secure this motion, detached two regiments of 

Cossacks, under the command of Colonel Von 

• 

Wlasoff, to Seehausen, with orders to follow 
the other corps by the way of Arensee and 
Salzwedel, to oppose the enemy posted between 
Stendal and Gardelegen. No sooner w'as this 
position taken, than Generals Von Dornberg 
and Tchernicheff’ were informed that General 
Morand, with a corps of upwards of 3000 
iiitantry, 11 cannon, and 300 cavalry, was press¬ 
ing Ibrward by the w-ay of Tottstadt to Lune- 
l;erg, to punish the inhabitants of that towm, 
for having dared to take up arms, and with the 
assistance of fifty Cossacks of the corps of 
{ioneral Tettenborne, drove away a squadron of 
I'rench cavalry, which wished to take posses¬ 
sion of the town. The commanding Generals 
till'll resolved on hastening to Luneberg, to pro¬ 
tect the brave inhabitants from the fate which 
tlireatened them. In consequence of the troops 
having made a forced march of ten German 
(forty English) miles in twenty-four hours, the 
corps of Dornberg and Tchernicheft' could not 
arrive at Ikeiteusteib and Bienenbuttel until the 
2d of April, ill the morning, twelve hours after 
the entry of the French into Luneberg. Here 
they were informed, that on this very forenoon 
several executions v^re to take place in Lun‘e- 
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berg, and that a number of victims were again 
to attest the tyranny of the oppressors of Ger¬ 
many. They, therefore, determined to attack 
the city on the moment, and for which they 
made the tbliowing dispositions: 

e 

The Colonel Baron V'en Pahlen was ordered 
by General Von Tchernichetf to surround the 
town on the loft bank of the Ehnenau with two 
regiments of Cossacks, there to commence the 
attack, and endeavour to draw the attention of 
the enemy from the point of the main attack, 
intended to be made on the right bank of the 
Elmenau. 

General Tchemicheff caused, in the mean¬ 
while, the position of Bicnenbuttel to be strongly 
garrisoned, it being of the greatest importance to 
the enemy for surrounding the Russian corps. 
General Dornbeig had likewise the foresight to 
detach a regiment of Cossacks to Dallenburg, 
to cover the roads to Danneberg, Gartono, and 
Luchow, and guard the passage over the Netze 
with one company of infantry and a cannon. 
Scarcely had these two corps approached the 
towDi, on the right bank of the Elmcnaii, within 
the distance of two cannon shot, and drawn 
themselves up in order, under cover of the 
hushes and hedges, than ».Colonel Baron Von 
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Pahlen, with great skill, commenced the attack 
on the other side with the expected success. 
The enemy went against him with two battalions 
of infantry and three piecesof artillery, with intent 
tocuthimofFfrom theroad toBienenbuttel. Both 
partiesencounteredatthisplace, and charged each 
other briskly. Generals Von Dornberg, Von Ben¬ 
kendorff, and Von Tchemicheff, now caused on 
their side the cavalry to advance in such a man¬ 
ner, that Von Benkendorff led the right and 
Tchemicheff the left wing. The enemy, who 
was in total igtjorance of the strength of the 
Russian and Prussian corps, and imagined that 
he had only to act against a few Cossacks, was 
hereby surprized: he, however, detached a 
battalion of infantry, with two cannon, and 
160 cavalry on this side. This cavalry was im¬ 
mediately attacked, and defeated by Colonel 
Von Bedraga, and the two cannon were likewise 
cut off from the town and taken. 

At the same time General Von Dornbeig, at 
the head of the Prussian battalion of infantry, 
commanded by Major Von Borke, and cavalry 
commanded by General Von Berkendorff, rushed 
on the enemy’s battalion^ and drove it along the 
bridge, close under the tow'n, on the right bank 
of the Elmennu. The Russian battalion of 
infantry, under the command of Major Von 



Essen, at the same tinie attacked them on the 
left bank of the Elmonau, and General Von 
TchernichelF supported these movements with 
two pieces of artillery, and made an attack at 
the head of his cavalry. The Russian and Prus¬ 
sian infantry found the gates, the walls, and even 
the houses in the town defended by the enemy’s 
infantry. The situation of the place was favour¬ 
able for making a vigorous resistance, and here 
one-of the most obstinateand bloody engagements 
took place. Russians and Prussians emulating 
each other, covered themselves witli glory, and 
the artillery, which was not mor<’ than 100 paces 
distant from that of the enemy, caused great 
devastation in the streets of the town. 

The dispositions made by General Dornberg, 
during the engagement, were exceedingly skil¬ 
ful. General Tchernicheff, at the head of his 
Hussars, broke into the town almost at the same 
time with the enemv’s tirailleurs, and on this 
Occasion the brave Major Count Von Puschkiii 
was killed by a cartridge ball. 

At length the Prussians first succeeded, after 
the battle ha<l continued with the greatest 
’obstinacy at the entrance of the town for more 
than tvko hours, to pos.se8S them8<?lve8 of another 
gate, and to make way for Gen\;ral Berkendorff's 
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cavalry, and the rest of General Tchernicheff’s 
cavalry. This forced the enemy to quit the 
town, which he did in such haste, that one of 
his battalions being dut off, was obliged to re¬ 
main there. The Russian corps was so weak 
in infantry, that this battalion could not be im¬ 
mediately subdued, almost all the troops being 
employed in the pursuit of the enemy. Mean¬ 
while, Colonel Baron Von Pahlen profited of 
this moment with the greatest ability, drawing 
the regiment of Cossacks sent him by General 
Tettenbome to his assistance, and manoeuvred 
conjointly with Generals Dornberg and Tcher- 
iiichelf’s cavalry in such a manner, that the 
enemy was closed in on all sides. They 
now despaired of success, but nevertheless 
formed into three squares, and determined 
on defending themselves to the last. A brisk 
fire of musketry now commenced, as the batta¬ 
lion which was there cut off, being discovered 
by the Russian Yagers, made a desperate attack 
with the bayonet; but this was the enemy's last 
effort, who being mowed down by the Russian 
and Prussian fire of grape-shot, saw there was 
no possibility of espape, and'laid down their arms 
at all points. The result of this day's victory 
was nine pieces of artillery* (four of which were 
taken by the corps of General Dornberg, four by 
that of General Tchejnicheff, and one by General 
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Tettenbome's Cossacks) two of the aforesaid 
guns, and two pair of colours, were prestmted to 
General TchernicheflF by Colonel V'on I*ahlen, 
and he received a third pair of colours by the 
Finland reginoent of Dragoons, under the com¬ 
mand of Colonel Von Krnse. Among the pri¬ 
soners was the Commander of the Corps, and 
General of Division, Morand, who was severely 
wounded; and besides him the Chief of his 
General Staff, De Lourde, the Saxon Colonel 
Von Eberstein, Colonel Poisy, and all the offi¬ 
cers of the General Staff. In tlie w’hole the 
Russians took upwards of 100 officers and 2200 
privates, prisoners. 

The zeal and assiduity, combined with judg¬ 
ment, evinced by the Generals in this first battle 
of the Combined Russian and Prussian troops 
on the left bank of the Elbe, reflected the greatest 
honour on them. The first action of any im¬ 
portance on the German ground, where two 
weak battalions of infantry, and bv reason of the 
many detachments made, only about 2000 
cavalry, took a town encompassed with walls 
and ditches, and defended 'with the greatest 
obstinacy, certainly dt*Hervc<l honourable men¬ 
tion in the annals of this mcmoruble war. 
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Buonaparte in ail his former campaigns ge- 
neraliy has succeeded in obtaining information of 
the designs of the enemy opposed to him. This 
is a principle to which every skilful General di¬ 
rects the most particular attention, as from it 
the greatest successes are to be derived. The 
French w'ere, however, *at this period kept in 
the utmost ignorance of their adversaries' 
movements; and the Allies gerierally contrived 
to obtain accurate information of their plans.-— 
Thus it happened in the present instance. 
Whilst Beauharnois, not knowing that Witgen- 
stein was so near him, was flattering himself 
that he should march on unimpeded to Berlin, 
the latter was taking the most skilful measures, 
first to surround, and then to fall upon him with 
his entire force. For this purpose he collected 
the corps of Von D’York and Berg, at Zerbst and 
Leitzkau, on the great southern road from Mag- 
dcbui^ to Dessau, whilst those of Borstell and 
Bulow were stationed at Nedlitz and Ziesar, 
rather to the northward of Magdeburg, Both 
parties w'erie to move fbr\vard simultaneously 
from the opposite points, and the one was to fall 
on the enemy with impetuosity the moment it 
learnt, by a canqdiiade, that the other had com- 
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menced an attack. The plan perfectly succeeded. 
The enemy, who had the advantage of the grou tid, 
resisted obstinately: but he was successively 
driven, by the separate detachments of the Allies, 
from the positions, which he endeavoured to 
maintain at -three different villages, and after 
having two regiments of cavalry entirely cut to 
pieces, he owed the preservation of his remain¬ 
ing force.only to the intervention of darkness. 
In the course of the night he drew off at all 
points, and did not even attempt to maintain 
the defiles, but retreated through them to Mag- 
debuig;, which fortress was afterwards closely 
blockaded on that side. Thus were the French 
already twice defeated by the united Russian 
and Prussian forces; their first attempt on each 
side of the Elbe, frustrated. The v ictories of 
Luneberg and Mockern were hailed as omens of 
the success of the campaign, and a solemn Te 
Deum was sung on account of these glorious 
exploits, in all the churches of the Prussian 
metropolis. 

The Russian force at this time was divided 
into three armies—one under Witgenstein, a 

f pond under Tcbichagoff, and a third under 
inzingerode; Kutusoif commanding the whole. 
-j-VFitgenstein’s main force had crossed tlie Elbe, 
in order to drive the French, force towards ih*' 
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Maine. One ‘ of Witgfenstein's corps, under 
General BerkendorfF, had entered Lubec. 
Other corps were on the Elbe, near Boitzenburg. 
Part of TchichagofF’s army was near Thom, 
whilst another part was employed under PlatofF 
in the siege of Dantzic. Part of VTinzingerode’s 
army was near Custrin and Lansberg. Another 
part occupied the old town of* Dresden, whilst 
another corps had passed the Elbe at Schandau, 
to turn Davoust, and Russian reinforcements 
were on the V’'istulii.—The Prussian force was 
thus distributed: General Blucherhad removed 
from Silesia into Saxony; General D’York was 
at Berlin with the main army. Detachments 
had been sent to Hamburg and Rostock, which 
were now occupied by Prussian corps; and 
another Prussian detachment had invested Stet¬ 
tin. A Swedish force was at Stralsund, and by 
the commencement of the ensuing campaign the 
Crown Prince of Sweden was expected to have 
the command of 50,00Q men. 

The Russian force, with which the. campaign 
was expected at this period to open, amounted 
to 230,000 men ;* the Prussian 70,000; Swedish 
and Pomeranian 50,000. A ^rand total of 
340,000 men. To this must be added the force 
which Hanover, Hesse, Brunswick, the Hanse 
Towns, and Saxoify, might furnish. 



These expectations, however, were not 
realized. The Russian army which crossed the 
Vistula, amounted to nothing like ?20,000. It 
had been much diminished by sickness, produced 
by the winter campaign; and it is known that 
not less than 60,000 men had died. The Rus> 
sian force brought to the Elbe did not exceed 
100,000 effectives, and>therc was an unfortunate 
relaxation of exertion at this period, between 
the months of January and May, which sadly 
disappointed the expectations which had been 
formed, that the Allies would have appeared on 
the Elbe with so preponderating a force as would 
liavc defeated any attempt of Buonaparte to 
maintain himself between that river and the 
Rhine. 

Owing to thfs suspension of energy and ac¬ 
tivity, it will be observed that Buonaparte had 
leisure to assemble and organize a force which 
enabled him to resume the offensive and to re¬ 
cover the support of the small auxiliary states 
which were wavering. The Rassians had also 
determined in January that the Vistula should 
be the utmost boundary of the* advance of their 
main force, and therefore when circumstances 
pNiduced a change in this determination, the 
iirangements for. bringing forward the reinforce- 
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iiients and reserves, were not in sufficient pro¬ 
gress. 

Nevertheless, at this period, nearly the whole 
of Continental Europe appeared in a state bor¬ 
dering on insurrection against the French. 
Those who, like the Dutch, h*ad for years 
habitually crouched under the yoke of Buona¬ 
parte, entertained the general feeling which his 
conduct had inspired; but they could not be 
expected to take up arms whilst hostile garpsons 
were in all their towns, and no large army near 
to cover and support their insurrection. Besides, 
Holland is too small a country to assert its rights 
in competition with the great military empire, 
headed by Buonaparte. The same may be said 
of Genoa, where, in the course of March, a plot 
to excite insurrection was discovered, and 
punished by the execution of the five principal 
conspirators: not long previously, a similar plot 
was detected at Florence.—These States are too 
narrow in extent to venture easily on great un¬ 
dertakings ; but, if once the patriots of Italy 
could make common cause, and rely on each 
other tor support, their boldness in asserting 
their freedom would not'be less ‘ than we have 
already seen in Spain, for the hatred of the Italians 
against the French is universal, and their ancient 
renown, the hardy and naturally warlike cha- 
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racter of fheir peasantry, t!ieir habit of using 
fire-arms from their infancy, and many other 
circumstances equally favourable to national 
independence, assure us, that, if they could be 
but once united under a common standard, they 
would irresistibly advance to the establishment 
of a free and mighty dominion. 

It. was this nationality, this agreement of 
Saxons*, Westphalians, Hanoverians, and 
Hamburgers, in the common name, interest, 
and feeling of Germans, that gave consistency 
to their insurrection, and afibrded the most rea¬ 
sonable ground of hope in their success. It has 
always been Buonaparte’s policy to break and 
fritter away the power of Germany, among the 
petty principalities of the Uhenish Confedera¬ 
tion. Wisely, therefore, the Allies resolved, 
that this badge of vassalage, this artful invention 
of foreign jealousy, should be, if possible, dis¬ 
solved, and a new foundation laid for that com¬ 
munion of interests, which could alone form the 
German people into a ,solid rampart against the 
future attacks of French ambition. 

t Lord Cathcart. in hia diiphtcb of tbe 96tb of Marcb, 
fnom Kalittch, obicrvca—'nie inhabiUnt* of Saxony have 
Orary where receited the Kusiian forces with expresdons of 
cwdiaKty not inferior to those of the Pmuitn*.—'The aame 
has ocenrted in jtfcektealraiY." 



295 


It is now necessary to turn our attention, and 
with it will follow* indignation, to a circum¬ 
stance which cannot fail to sink deep into the 
heart, and to receive a strong aqd lasting im¬ 
pression on the feelings of oppressed humanity. 
On the +th of April Buonaparte had a special 
commission assembled at Bremen, and Hermann 
Fruse, aged 26; Repke Bosche, 29; Hermann 
Henre Heuchaus, 21 ; all dwelling at Blexen, 
in the arrondissement of Oldenburg; and Gerd 
Harms, aged 46, living at Tettens, near Blexen, 
were convicted of having borne arms against 
France, and taken in the flagrant crime at the 
battery of Blexen. Their property was there¬ 
fore confiscated, and themselves condemned to 
death. Here was a repetition of the cold-blooded 
massacre of Moscow, and of the peasantry at 
Bremerlee*, who had capitulated in the hope of 
saving their lives. Buonaparte announced bis 
his will as paramount to reason and conscience— 
as a law arbitrary and ultimate, not to be ques¬ 
tioned by man, not to be controlled .by the Al¬ 
mighty, These .cold, formal, deliberate perver¬ 
sions of the rules of human conduct are infinitely 
worse, and wickedj than ^e slaughter of 
thousands or tens of thousands in a contest of 
open an d avowed force. The one is only the 
Page 267. 
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brutal Bereeness of a tiger; the other is the craft 
and malice of i demon. The .veil-being of 
society requires that the legitimate magistrate 
.should be invested with a {lower of punishing a 
breach of native allegiance, even by the death 
of the offender; but when the French Ruler in¬ 
vades the office of the magistrate, allegiance is 
not only not his due, but to oppose him is a 
duty and a virtue. If Buonaparte had been the 
lawffil sovereigA of Bremen, exercising his 
power legally, he would have ddne right in or- 
dering«the insurgents to be punished as the law 
might direct; ,but he was not the lawful sove¬ 
reign; and the whole question of right or wrong 
in principle, turns upon this previous question 
of true or false in fact* 

Was Buonaparte, however, alcme to be blamed 
for this dreadful outrage? This is an important 

It is the intere»t of all to protest agaiust so monstrous a 
doctrine; bnt when that doctrine is carried into practice, by 
murdering the sulgecta of a foreign state for their loyalty and 
patrioUsiD, as if these were crimes, mankind dwuld not con¬ 
tent themselrea with protestation or remonstrance; it is their 
duty to avenge the sufferers. The names of Hermann Fruse, 
R^ke Bosdte, Henre Heachaus, and Gerd Harms, are to be 
added to the citizens of Moscow—to the Duke.D'Enghien 
— 4 o die bookseller Palm—and'to the numbolai others, idiom 
BuoasfMrte has murdered, in open violatioii all law, but 
with the mockery of legal solemnities. 
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question, and it will not be disputed' that this 
fresh outrage would never have been ventured 
upon, had a just vengeance pursued the satel¬ 
lites and ministers of his ferocity at Moscow. 
While the motives which dictated the forbear¬ 
ance of the Russians were to be applauded, the 
false humanity which }ed to these Tresh murders 
must be reprobated. The Rulers of Europe owe 
high duties to their subjects and to mankind; 
imd the remedy for (every desperate case should 
be suited to the exigency. If the.moral foun¬ 
dations. of social order are undermined, the 
whole fabric must be crumbled into ruins. 

The main armies of the Russians and Prus¬ 
sians were now concentrating in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Leipzig; Witgenstein’s head-quarters 
were at Doelisch, about tw^enty miles to the 
north, and Blucher’s at Alteuburg, about thirty 
miles to the south of that city. Von D’York was 
in advance of tTitgenstoin at Zorbig, and' his 
detachments, occupied Bernbuig and Calbe. 
The Allies urere perfectly aware that the French 
were debouching from the Thuringian moun¬ 
tains, with a view to join Beauharnois, who, in 
order to favour this measure, moved from 
Magdeburg towards the upper psu t of the Saale: 
the plan of the Allies was calculated on such 
knowledge. The experience of Jena was not 
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thrown away upon the Allies. They cmpinved 
exery exertion to pt^vent the junction of so vast 
a body of French force as was then assembled. 
The natural consequence of Beauhamois receding 
from Magdieburg was, that it became Jess prac> 
ticable and less important to maintain his com¬ 
munications hrith Davoust. The latter, there¬ 
fore, uniting with Sebastiani and Vandaminc, 
became at liberty to attempt- the great object of 
Buonaparte’s wishes—the cutting oft‘ the troops 
which came to organize insurrection in the 
neighbourhood of the Weser; in which, how¬ 
ever, he was in a great measure* disappointed. 
General Dornberg, with that skill and activity 
which has all along characterized his conduct, 
removed all his -troops to the right bank of the 
Elbe, without the least loss. Here they covered 
Hambiiig, against which Davoust continued to 
make a demonstration, though with very* little 
effect, from the opposite side of the river. 

On the l6th of April the garrison of Thorn, 
consisting of 400 Poles, .‘{.500 Bavarians, and 90 
I'renchmen, surrendered to the Russians under 
General Count Langr^on. The fruits of the ca- 
pitulation were 900 piewsof cannon ; and nearly 
the whole of the Bavarians and Poles afterwards 
enlisted under the patriotic standard. General 
Langeron’s corps, amounting to l:3j000 men, M’as 
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thus released to co-operate with the force en¬ 
gaged before Dantzic. Spandau, situated on the 
River Spre, and not far distant from Berlin, capi¬ 
tulated to the Russians on the 18th of April, the 
garrison {freeing not to. serve against the allies 
during one year. 

The fortress of. Czenstokaw surrendered on the 
4th of May to a Russian force commanded by 
Lieutenant-General Von Sacken, after the bat¬ 
teries had been opened two days. The artillery 
was so directed, that it speedily set fire to three 
of the enemy's magazines, while the 8th and 
i’9th regiments of chasseurs kept the garrison so 
much in awe, that they durst not shew them¬ 
selves on the walls of the town. This part of 
the operation was under the direction of Mgj[or- 
General the Count De Lieven. The enemy at 
first proposed terms that were inadmissible; but 
afterwards they surrendered as prisoners of 
war. 


In the meantime Buonaparte, who, on his re¬ 
turn to Paris, instead of betraying that dismay 
and those apprehensionj which almost every 
other mind, under circumstances similar to those 
in which he was placed, would have dhewn, vi- 



gorously exerted himself to repair the losses li<- 
had sitffered, and by another grand effort he de¬ 
termined on attempting to support that character 
of importance and superiority over the Conti¬ 
nent, vrhitfh his former successes and policy had 
enabled him to acquire. His system and skill 
soon procured him addresses from all the corpo¬ 
rate bodies; and his usual energy, assisted by 
well-appointed emissaries^ his arrogance, and 
that levity which is most admirably adapted to 
suit the feelings of the French people, enabled 
him, in a short period, to raise extraordinaiy* ar¬ 
mies, out of a population which the sanguine 
politicians of Europe had fancied to be entin ly 
exhaust^ by the general drain made thereon for 
the execution of his former prospects of ambi¬ 
tion and aggrandisement. The municipal corps 
of Paris offered to raise and fully equip 500 
horsemen ; and similar offers w’cre forced from 
the deluded people in other parts of the French 
empire. The disposable army which he now 
secured for his future schemes, amounted to 
400,000 men to be employed on the Elbe, 
«200,000 for services in Spain, and 200,000 partly 
on the Rhine, partly in the 32d Military Divi¬ 
sion, and in Italy 

" And it ift in ‘the view of such forces that our enemies 
vpnoeive theridicnious idea of dismembering the empire, and 
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Every moment Buonaparte eould spare from 
tile Cabinet he devoted to the active personal 
toil of his new recruit^. He put his shoulder to 
flic wheel, sparing neither himself nor others, 
neither body nor mind. In one week, from the 
time of their being called upon, all the conscripts 
w ere clothed, and put ija march for their places 
of destination. This|)erseverance, this zeal, this 
re.solute struggle with impossibilities, exhibit 
that great energy of mind and talent which the 
Ruler of the French nation so pre>eminently 
possesses, w hich have enabled him to carry into 
execution the projects of his ambitious mind; 
and become the scourge of continental Europe. 


to allow our drpartincnte to be. given as indemnities, in their 
poiitical calculations. This struggle is the last. Europe mil 
take a definitive situation, and the events of rAe winter 0/I81 3 
will at least have been of advantage to France, by causing her 
to know her friends and her foes, the extent of her own 
ineaus, the devotion of the people, and their attachment to the 
Imi^eriul dynasty.” Vide Count Jkfermont’s report to the 
Siiiateon the plan for calling out an additional force. April 

I8l J. 

The correctnc.s.s of the above observatioa®, must be very 
shi)rtIyexcmplified.--'rhecriticalsituationofNapol^’safiair8 
at this period justifies the idea tl«v!t the time rapidly approaches 
when his sun shall he set, or when his power shall be much 
greater than cycr. Sept. 8, 1813. 
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The Viceroy of Italy, Eusrene Beauharnois, 
was appointed to be second in command, and 
General Berthier, Prince of Neufchatel and 
Wagram, Chief of the Staff.—The French army 
consisted of twelve corps, and the Imperial 
Guards—thdy were commanded as follows: 1st 
corps under Marshal Davoust, Prince of Eck- 
muhl; the second under Marshal Victor, Duke 
of Belluno; the third under Marshal Ney, Prince 
of Moskwa; fourth under General Count Ber¬ 
trand'; fifth under General Count Lauriston; 
sixth under Marshal Mannont, Duke of Ra- 
giisa; seventh under General Count Regnier; 
eighth under MarshalJunot, Duke of Abrantes; 
ninth under General Count Sebastian!; tenth 
under Marshal Augeceau, Duke of Castig- 
lione; eleventh under Marshal Macdonald, Duke 
of Tarentum ; twelfth under Marshal Ondinot, 
Duke of R^gio; and the Imperial Guard under 
Marshal Bessieres, Duke of Istria. 

The line of road from Frankfort on the Maine 
to Bamberg, formed the base of a triangle, from 
which the different French corps were now 
marching towards Jena, for the commencement 
of the second campaign. Marshal Ney, who 
took the lead on the left, arrived with the third 
corps on the 2l8t of April, in front of Erfurt, by 
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the Ljreat road from Ilanau; and General Ber¬ 
trand, vvhostr corps, the fourth, formed the ex¬ 
tremity of the right wing, reached Coburg about 
the same time. The intermediate corps were 
rapidly closing up. Marshal Marmont with the 
sixth was immediately in the reaf of Marshal 
Ney, at Gotha; and Bessieres with the Impe-; 
rial Guards, was behind him at Eysenach. Mar¬ 
shal Ney passed theSaale after an action between 
Louham’s division and a part of the allied troops 
near Weissenfels. Bertrand occupied Jena, and 
on the i?9th of April moved his head-quarters to 
Dornberg on the Saale. Beauharnois debouched 
by ilalle and Marseburg, and at the latter place 
some Prussians, Irelongiug to D’York’s corps, 
were repulsed by General Macdonald. Victor 
with the second corps, was at this period at 
Bernburg, Oudinot at Saalfold, and Sebas- 
tiani at Vilzon, where he attacked with success 
a sina!! <orj;»of the Russians, commanded by 
Tcherniehell’. Lauriston had advanced to 
Witten, and afterwards opposite to Haile, where 
he defeated some Prussians. Marmont was at 
Kocsen upon the Saale, Davoust at Bremen. 

The plan of operations being fully determined 
on, Buonaparte quitted Paris. On the 20th of 
April he arrived at Mentz; on the 25th at Er- 
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furt, and on the 29th he moved his head-quarters 
toNaumbunjf. 

The object of the French lUder appeared to 
be to concentrate his forces on the rijjlit bank ot 
the Saale, not far from the famous plain of Lut- 
zen, M'here the great Gustavus fell in the arms 
of victory. It had been expecteil that this pro¬ 
ject Avould have been defeated by the early 
junction of Blucher and Witgenstein, in such 
force as to have compelled Beauharnois to give 
battle or retreat; this event, however, did not 
occur, and Beauharnois wa.s allowed to move up 
the Saale from Bernburg. whilst Ney descended 
its left bank, and Bertrand its right. 

The French, nevertheless, encountered a per¬ 
severing, and, in many respects, an effectual op- 
positi’ U. Lauriston and Macdonald endea¬ 
voured, on the 27 th, 2Sth, and l><)th of .April to 
force a passage at three diflerent points succes¬ 
sively, viz. Wettin, Halle, and Marseburg; it 
was only on the third attempt, and at the. Ia.st- 
mentioned place, that they were successful; 
they consequently suffered coiisith^rably in these 
aflkifi; Souham, who commanded Ney’s ad- 
Ttn6g, passed the Saale with some opposition, 
■ei^aumburg, and pushed on to Wc issenfels. 
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ten miles on tire roiul to Leipzig. In obmining 
pOsse'^Kioii oj' \\3‘issciii'cls, lie Wiis 0 |)po'-!(] by 
tlieliiissiaii (b iieral l/.i!iskoy; iiiiii a very wann 
eii^airetneiit ensued,* ill wliieli tlie i'lvneli killed 
and wounded exceed<*d one hundred. Xey was 
followed by Marniont, wliose Jiead-f]uarters 
were at Koeseii, three miles on this side of 
Namiiburcf. On the right bank, Bertrand and 
Oiidinot eaeh brought up aeorps from Bamberg; 
the lonner reached Dornberg, twenty miles south 
of Naiunbur'i ; the latter was atSaalfcld, about 
tw< nty-tive miles further in the rear. 

The proeet'ilnrjis of Buonaparte were marked 
with the tiToatest decree of caution. Ihe gallant 
veteran Princ»‘ Kutust)fl Sinolenzk W'as left ill on 
the march at Buntzlau, where he died*; and 

/.(-nt;- /'.V e'i' t’/"/'"''”' ef A’w-e'" ihc x^:idoV.- of 
Prince Kiitusof Snrdajzk-, dated Dresden, April -25. 

Princ es (salu tin.- Ilineiiiai l-Tl.o AlmiirUty. uha-e d.- 
It w r..r ni..rtal.> to rcsi>t, tiiul unlatvfv.l to 

auirim.r al, ha> Ik oii lo reinov. yoor laebatiJ, r>iia" 

.Michael Liu-ionoMtz Kutusoff Snu.lcnzk, in the midst of his 
t.rilliaiit career of vi. tory tmd iflory. from a trausumt to au 
denial life. .A -real and t’ru vot.s lo.s, not fur you alone, but 
for the coniit.y at larsc ! A .mr.lears flotv not alon.- for hitn- 
1 H« ci. -all Russia tt ceps with you. Vet, Clod, who hascallc 
him to himself, grants yon this consolation, that his name and 

Ins deed, arc imniorial; a grateful country .vtU never torget 

# 
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Gont'ral Witgfusteni was appointed to the ehiot 
eommand of the Russian army. 

Buonaparti’s movements, liowever, amionneed 
his immediatt* intention to act on tlie offensive, 
and aceordinsfly tlie eomhined Russian and 
Prussian annies united between Leipzig anti 
Altenimrg. a <‘entral ami advantageous position, 
rile C'oinmaniler-in-(’hii l. ('ount \\ itgenstein, 
had peri’eetly ascertained, hy reconnoissances, 
that tlietniemv. after having eoneentrated him¬ 
self, was dehouehing w ith the w hole ofhisfori’es 
hy Merseburg and W n issenli ls, whilst at tin- 
same time he st*nt a < <»nsiderab!e eorps on la'ip- 
zig, which appeared to the principal view of 
his operations. This diseov«Ty deei<ie<J (ieneral 
Witgenstein immediately to take advantagi- of 
the moment w hen it would he out ol the power 
of this detached corps to co-operate with tlu' 

hiii nicriu. lairope anil ihc whole will lor eM r aiiiniri' 
him, anil itl^cril»’ uanic on tin.- list of tlu ino.,) iliMiii- 
irui'lRil niiiiiiiatiilcri.. .\ iiiuniiini'iit »hall hr iTri-ti ii lo his 
honour, hLhol<liiit> which, the Ku>sian will he lu art >w« ll 
with pniJr, and the forci^'ni r w ill a nation lliat gives 

birth IokucIi gn-at men. I have given (tl-ilen- that you kIiouW 
retain all the advantages enjoyed by your late Uiisband, and 
remain your ailcctionate * 


ALKXANDLR. 
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iriain hodyoi' the French army, and to attack it 
with hi'< wliolc tore”. I'or this •)nr|)f)se, it was 
iiccc-^sary ti* <-once;d liis mcivements. and dminsr 
llic Iiiaht between 'the It'tii and iH)th, (t to yd 
o( Ma.y'; In; drow to hinisrlt’tin-eorjw un<ier the 
orders ot tiie tJeie.-ral ol Cavalrv Tormo/.otr. Hv 
tills junction, ho was enabled to tlirow himself 
cn mas.sf on the enemy, at a place where the lat¬ 
ter iniaht suppose he had only to deal with a 
detachment, whose aim was to ^ive him disturb¬ 
ance i>n his tlanks. The action commenced, 
Ciencrals Mlin ii' r and Vork “ entered into it 
with an ardour and ( ncriry which was in a lively 
manner partici[>atcd l>y the troops.” The ope¬ 
rations took pla< e between the Lister and the 
Luppe. File \ illaa'e of Ciross-Gorschen was the 
kev and eentre of the French position. 

• 

The followiim accounts are s^iven by the Rus¬ 
sians ot this ciiaa'-reinent. 

•• 'I’lie battle commenced by the attack of the 
vilhic'e of ( iross-( loi'schen. 1 lu“ euem\' was 
sensible of the whole iinp-ortance of this point, 
and wished to njaiutaiu himseil in it. It was 
carrietl by the riyht winc’ot the corps under t*c- 
neral IJlueher’s ordei - : a’nd, at the same time, 
his left wini^ pushed in Ifont, anil soon charged 
oil the villagi' ol !\.iein-C»orschen. From this 
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tiino, all the corps came successively into action, 
which soon hccamc sicneral. The villa^t' of 
Gross-(iorschcn was disputed with unexample<l 
obstinacy. Six times it was tak»'n and retak»'n 
hy the bayonet: hut tiic valour of the lliissians 
ami Pnissiansrf)htaincd the superiority, ami tliis 
villa;re, as well as thost' of Klein-(iorschcu ami 
Hliam, reyiaincd in the hands of the coinhined 
armies. The enemy’s centre was l>rok(*n, and 
he was driven off the field of battle. He, m'viT- 
theless. brouiiht Ibrward fresh eolumns, which 
bein'.!: come from Leipzitr, were di'stined to sup¬ 
port tile flank of theeiiemy. Some <'orps drawn 
I'rom tlu- reserve, and placed under the orders ot' 
Lieutenant-(»eneral Kanovnitzin, wen' opposed 
to them. Here, towards evi'iiiiiir. a <'ombat <'om- 
menci'd, which was likewise exceedingly obsti¬ 
nate. but the enemy was also com})letely repulsed 
at this point. 


“ Kvery thinti’ was disposed for reiiewin;; the 
attack at sun-risi-, and orders had been sent to 
General Miloradovitch, who with his whole 
corps was jiosted at Zeitz, to join the main lurny, 
and to he tliere at lireak of daj’ v the presence of 
an entire fr«ish corps, with one hundred pieces 
of artillery, leaving no’doubt as to the issue of 
the day. But towards morning, the enemy ap¬ 
peared to be moving in the direction of Leipzig, 
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always fallinar towards liis rear-guard. This mode 
of retiisiiig tlie challenge made for engaging, gave 
room to Ix'lieve, that he would endeavour to tna- 
mjRuvre, either to nfove towards the Elbe, or on 
th»’ < onnnunications of the combined armies. 
I nder this supposition, it became necessary to 
oppose inaiio-uvre against manani vre, and, by oc¬ 
cupying a coinmauding front between Colditz 
and Kotlilitz. \v< immediately became possessed 
ol' evuy iieii. iit of this kind, without, for such 
purpose, (juiiiing too far the points for making 
an otfeiisive attack. On this memorable day 
the Prussian army fought in a manner to fix the 
admiration ot its allies : the King’s Guards eo- 
vered thetnselves with glorv. Russians and 
Prussians rivalled eat h other in valour and zeal, 
under the eyes of the two Sovereigns, who did 
not, tor a moment, cpiit the field of battle. The 
enemy lost sixteen eannon : and we have taken 
1100 prisoners: not a^ single trophy has been 
eon<iuered frotti the Allied Army; its loss, in 
killetl and wounded, may amount to 8000 men ; 
that of the I'reneh army is estimated at r2 or 
l.kOOO. Among the wounded are, the Gtneral 

of tavalrv, Pluelu-r, and Lieut lumt-Generals 

* % 

Kaiiuvuitziii aiitl Searuhorst; timir wounds are 
not dangerous. The eu^'inv, having but tew ea- 
valrv. endeavoured to get atid keep possf'ssion of 
the villages, the ground of wliicl* was rugged 
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iind hrokoii; consoqiK'iitly tho diiy of tho ‘20tli 
of April (May‘2) was a rontiinial <-oiTil»al Ix^- 
twct'ii tin- infaiitry. An iiiiintorruptcd sliowor 
of halls, hulh'ts, "lapt -sliof, and grfiiadfs, was 
l\( ])t up oil the ]»art of tho Froiu li, duriii” an a«-- 
tion of ti ll lioiys.” 


P.n fiau'ar >•/.;/( nioif af llu Ihitl/i nt firn'is-fiors- 
du n ov till '}(/ i>l Mtuf. 

Oil tlir Jtilli of April infi>n!iatii)ii Mas n- 
I’fivfd ;ti tuiKTii (''I'.iiii \<tii W’itu'riistciii’s 
la ad-ipiar:' r>. of llic 'j.riMh r part of llio army 
and the I'ri'iii'li guards. iia\ in.: i lossrd ilio Saalt , 
ill till- \ iciiiity o}' NaiMniniru, It was at llir 
saiiir tiiiii- ri'p'>itcd. that ll:<' I'.iiijit for Napof'oii 
liao ai'iivt d at tli<' ar’ny. \V c olisi-nad that tlic 
\ i(>To\’s army di. a to tlu-rialil. It was. tiion - 
tore, I'li ar tint tla ■ la iny i iidravoiiit d iiy all 
iiuaiin to funii a imictioii. and tliat it was most 
proliahly Ills intimtioii to uii»* a "t iii ral hattli’, 
llis Maii >iy tlm I'.iiipi ior Aloxandoi, and Ids 
Maji sii tin- Kitr^ of I’riissia, tln roldro, went to 
tlii'ir armies to animate the xaniraife oi' tiu' 
troojis iiv tln ir persomd preseiiee. IJiit tin' bel¬ 
ter to he eliahled to jildile of the eiielliv’s 
streim:tli. a reeoiinoissam e Mas undertaken Milli 
(ieneral Von Wiii/iimerode’s eoi|is, from l.eite 
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zity, f»n the road to W eisseiifels. his confirmed 
tile intelligence received, of the enemy being 
there in i-onsiderable force. I’pon this, a very 
severe engagement took place on the 1st of May, 
with the said corps, by which we were convinced 
that the main tbree of the enemy was in the vi¬ 
cinity <if \\ eissenb.ls and Lutzen. It was be¬ 
lieved that the \ ieeroy’s position was betw'een 
1 A'ipzig and Halle, and consecpiently the enemy’s 
plan for the battle was clearly apparent. Gene¬ 
ral Count \ on Wiluenstein resolved on being 
bellire-iiaiid uilli him, to obstruct him in his 
dispositions by a bolil attack, and to restrain his 
ofleiisive opi r;itiou«;. It was necessary in this 
attem[»t to make it our main oliject, immediately 
to fall on sueli part ot his i(>rce as was. on his 
suit', eoiir'idi red to be the best troops ; in order, 
al ter such a stroke, to give larger space for the 
ojKrations of our tlying corps, o\er whom the 
eiiemv had latterly ac<juired a superiority. 
J'hen lore it was rctiuisite. it possible, to direct 
the attack immetliatelv against his rear-most 
troojis. l or this purpose the main army broke 
up 111 till' night between the 1st and ?d ot iSIay, 
from Notha and Borna, in two columns, and 
pushed lorward as far as the defile ot the Elsrer, 
in ihe vicmity ot !’egiUi» tieneral \ on M inzin- 
gi'i'ode rt'ceivcd orders to mask this operation, 



ti) loavc his posts of cavalry standing, and to nnitc 
liinisclf with tlu' main army by the way of 
y.wcnkan. 

“ At break of day all the troops i)assed the 
defdeofthe leister, near Pe^an. and dr<-w np, 
in order of battle, on the h-ft bank of tlie Klster, 
with their riuht wing to the \ illage of Werberi. 
and theirleft to that of (inina. By reconnoitring. 
We discovt re«l that the enemy’s main body 
already e.xtended liewmd Wfisseiilels, to the 
vil!ag< s ci| (jlross-Cioi'selieii. Klein (lorsehen, 
lialiiio. .''tarsiedel. and l,iit/,eii. The enemy 
did not yentnre to attempt disturbing oiir march, 
nor to get betiire ns into the plain, but took his 
position in the village li' tw eeii ( iioss-( jorsidieii 
and Starsiedel. 

•• About 1o’clock at nooii. tiem-ral Btiiclier 
rei‘i i\ed orders. ;is CMiiiiiianding the \an-gmnd 
(>f' the army, and siijtporttd b\ a part of llie 
Kns^iaii artillery, to attai’k the i neinv. I he 
attack u asmadeon the village <if (Jross-t iorsclu ii. 
which was obstiuati ly deu nded by the enemy. 
It was taktu by storm. Civnej^i D’Vork 
marched w ith his corps to the right of the \ illage. 
The wiiole army whet-led to the right, and 
|)res<mtly after the battle became general along 
the w hole line of Biueher’s eoi'iis. The * nem\, 
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at the same time, displayed a numerous artillery, 
elii( (ly ol licavv ealihre, and the fire of musketry 
ill thf villages was kept up with ttreat vivacity 
l(>r si'vora! hours, li'i this murderous battle the 
villages of Klein-Gorsehen and Ilahrio, as like- 
^^■i';e the villaire of Gross-Gorsehen, were early 
taken by storm, and with unexampled bravery, 
and kept poss(‘ssion of for several hours. At 
leimtli the enemy returned in considerable force, 
siiiToiinded, and in ]»art retook the.se villages; 
lint on ihf altaek being reinwed, was not able 
to retain po.se^'.ion ot ihein. The Prussian 
(iiiaols moved ibrw ird. and. after a most obsti¬ 
nate combat ot'aii hour ami a halt’, those villages 
were again retaken Ifom t!u'enemy, and remained 
in our possession. Puring this time, the corps 
of (b neral W inzinm rode on the left wing, and 
the lorps of General D’York, with a part of the 
ll'issian troops under General llerg, had taken 
a share in the battle. We stood opposed to the 
eiiems. at the distair".' ot UK) parts, and one ot 
tile most Idoodv baitus iieeamc' general. 

"Our reserves had driwn nearer to the field 
ot battle, to bi- ip o-adiiuss wherever needtul, 
-uni ihns was the Inittle eontiiunnl tilt near 7 
o’clock in tlu’evening. During its course, the 
\illageson the left wing wert' likewise several 
times taken and retaken i»y both 'nutics. At 
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7 o’clock the enemy appeared witli a new corps 
on our right wing before Gross and Klein- 
Gorscheii,—probably with the. Viceroy’s army, 
—niaile a brisk attack on tis, and end('a^oure(l 
to tear from ns the advantages we had gained. 
The infantry.of a part of the Russian reserves 
was now brouglit forwanl to tlie riiiht wing, to 
the siijiport of (ieiMTal I)’York’s corps, which 
was briskly attacki'd. and a most desjx'rate en¬ 
gagement (in which the Russian artillery. «lnring 
tin- whole remaining time, greatly distinguished 
itself, as did the corps of 1)’^ ork. Hluclier. and 
in/ingerode, the whole day.) was now con¬ 
tinued until night came on. The enemy had 
likewise again attackt*il oiir centre and the vil¬ 
lages with great briskness. Init we maintained 
our position. In this situation night put an end 
to the biitth‘. I he enemy was to liave been again 
attacked on the Ibllowiug morning, the.iiiot .May. 
lie had mean while taken Leipxigduringthehattle. 
This ol)liged ns to mamruvre witli him. It was 
not till afterwarils that we wert- informed, that 
in cotise(|uenee of the battle he had again been 
forced to (jiiit it; and had. by tin- same means, 
lost Halle, and l.i.OOO men o| his best troops ; 
many of his cannon are dismounted, and a mim- 
1^fr of his powder-waggons blown up.. Onr 
light detachments are again at liberty to harass 
him, and to prosecute the advantage gained. 



U <- ronsrquoiitly kept the field of battle ; 
ill' IS ours, and the iutrtu'b'd purpose is 

a'couiijosiif'l. iiiear .•)0,00() of our best troops 
have 'lot \el lieeu encased ; we have not lost a 
s!ii;;le eaiinoii, aud tile enemy must have per- 
ceiM'd wiiat can be eiiecteti by united national 
feeliii'^s, bitween two firmly ailied nations, in 
couraj^e and resistanre ; and that the high iiand 
ol 1 rovidence protects tlie just cause of those 
Powers wlio liave no object but their iudcpen- 
fleiice. and to found a durable peace on the free¬ 
dom of all natioiis. 


Such w as t lie battle ol the 2d of May, fought 
m ill the plain ot Lntzen, where the liberty of 
( h rinaiiy was once beibre conquered. With the 
I’niii act ot' lions iliddoth Russians and Prussians 
fiuhl till' it : and their endeavours will not have 
been ill vain. I he loss we have sustained may 
aiiiomit to about ID.OOO men, but tiie most of 
them are oiiK sli^htlv wounded. Among the 
Udied. lUi the Prussi.m side, wo have, among 
several other MalV-oflieers. to lament the loss of 
the Prinee of 1 lesse-1 lomhurg. Oiir wounded 
are, on the Russian part, (lenoral Von Kauov- 
nitzeii. and on the Prussian, Ijenerals Rlucher 
and Sehariihorst slightiv*, and llunerbein dan- 
gerou-^lv. (Jn tile I’rench siiie, acconliug to the 
report of the prisoners, wi' learn that Marshal 
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Hessieres is killed. Ney and Souhain wounded. 
Upwards of 1000 prisoners arc already Hronjrht 
in, ten pieces of arlilloty taken* and some tlion- 
sand muskets captured rft Halle. Our liftht 
troops are now occupied in pursuing the enemy. 

“ Although the numerous villages lying near 
carh other in this territory, and its canals, to¬ 
gether with th«> precaution taken by the enemy 
never to ap]>ear in the ojK'n jdain, did not afford 
our cavalry an o|)portunity of charging in line, 
yet the Prussian Garde-du-Corps, and the regi¬ 
ment of llrandenburg Cuirassiers, cut down 
several masses of the enemy’s infantry, even 
amidst the villages, and under his cross-fire, 
and hav(‘ thereby gained a slian* in the immortal 
honour which the Prussian warriors have again 
obtained in this murderous battle; and in like 
manner liavc tin; llussians proved that they can 
fight on the Germati soil, with the same senti¬ 
ments which insured victory lo them in their 
own country. These are the results of this day, 
up to this present. God l»less our arms: he 
visibly, arjd during the battle, protected both 
our beloved .Monarehs, wlu» sevt*ral times ex¬ 
posed themselves to dauger, even in the villages 
where the battle raged the hottest. May he 
furthermore bless and preserve them to us!’’ 
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Prtmian account of tlie Battle of Lutzen. 

• 

“ Pegau, Saxony, May 3 .—Yesterday morn¬ 
ing the two hostile main armies jnel between 
Pegau and Lutzen ; the Russians and Prussians 
being under the chief command of General Wit- 
genstein, and the enemy’s army under the Em¬ 
peror Napoleon in person. One of the most 
dreatlful cannonades known in latter annals of 
warlike operations, took place. It continued 
from eleven o’clock until ten o’clock in the even¬ 
ing. when night alotie put an end to it. During 
this cannonade the fire of musketry was nearly 
uninterruptedly kept up, and frequently the 
valour of the allied troops proved itself in attack 
with the bayonet. Seldom or never was there a 
battle fought with such animosity or so murder¬ 
ous. The French derived great advantage from 
their position on the heights near Lutzen, where 
they had thrown up strong entrenchments, which 
they defended with a heavy fire of artillery. But 
the valour of the allied troops drove them back 
from one positioi^to another, nor were they even 
to Im* deterred when the superior defence of the 
encmv in his last positions rendered frequent 
attacks necessary. The result of this warm 
day was, that the Russian and Prussian troops 
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kept possession of the field of battle during the 
whole night, and caused the. t'licinv a double or 
treble greater loss than their own. As yet there 
, has been brought in Init Tittle more than 1()00 
pri.soners, with ten pieces of artillery, and like¬ 
wise twenty-three powder waggons, which 
General Von Winzingerode took t'roni theemany 
<wly this ni(»rning, the animosity (luring the 
fight Ixing too groat to give much (jnarter. Hut 
the great consequence is, that the French have 
now lieen convinced by the Kussian and Hrnssian 
troops what may be performed by valour when 
inflamerl by noble eiitiinsiasni in so great, just, 
and sacred a cause as ours, and of what they may 
have to expc'ct in future when all the armed 
force collecting for this war shall Iw assembled. 
It is very true, that the loss of the Hu.ssian and 
Prussian troops is very great, norsiiall we over-rate 
it if we for the moment estimate it at froin h(K)()to 
10,000 men in killed and wounded, but most of 
the latter only slightly. It gives us much pain 
to be. obliged to mention Major the i’rince of 
^esse-Hombuig: among the dead, and (ieiicral 
l^lucher as being wounded (he, however, only 
left the field balfan hour); Geiiycals Von .Scharn- 
horst and \'on Hun<?rbein, whosti w'ounds are 
however only slight; *as likewise the Kussian 
Generals Kanovnitsen and Alexief. But, U^ides 
tb^c, an unusually greater proportion of ollicers, 
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aiul also of the younger sons of native Prussia, 
are among the number of killed and wounded. 
'I’he noble ardour with which these volunteers 
met death in the jiisf cause, insures them of be¬ 
ing immortalized in the remembrance of their 
friends and their native country. ^ Even this 
morning the enemy attempted to make some 
attack on the allied troops, but was soon repulsed 
by some cauuouadiiig. To afford the latter some 
nst and refreshment, after their fatigue, they 
will be taken into the positions of Borna and 
Kochlitz, from w hence it is expected they will 
immediately break up to commence fresh opera¬ 
tions. By what we can learn from the prisoners, 
Marshal Bessieres and GeneralSouham areamong 
the killed on the enemy’s side, and Marshal 
Ney is wounded.—According to accounts be¬ 
fore us, nothing material took place on the 4th 
or ith. 'fho Elbe, above Magdeburg, was not 
threateiieil. W’e still wait the official statement 
»)!' particulars concerning the motions of the 
several corps, and of their marches and counter¬ 
marches. 


(Signed^ “ L’ESTOQ SACK, 

“ The Uoyal .appointed Military Governor 
for the country l>elweeii the Elbe and 
the Oder.” 



The following account is from the pen of Ge¬ 
neral Scharnhorst, a very distinguished officer 
in the Prussian service, and who some time 
after died of his wounds at Prague.—Me was 
a Hanoverian subject, and an officer of great 
zeal, merit, and talents, and the author of seve¬ 
ral excellent military works.—He had been 
Quarter-Master-General tothe Ham )vorian army, 
and when it broke up he entcri-d the Prussial* 
service, in which he attained the same situation. 
His loss must be considered a very severe one t«) 
the Allies, whose general confidence he pos- 
sessed. 

“ The enemy turned his back upon Leipzig, 
and we had behind us Nauniburg and Weisseu- 
fels. The Elster and the Luppe were at a cer¬ 
tain distance from the wings of the two armies. 
Before our right wing we had a village occupied 
by the enemy. 

“ The battle began by the attack of this vil¬ 
lage, which was carried by tlie right wing ot 
Blucher’s corps. Soon after, the left wing (jf 
that corps found itself before another village, 
before which the enemy' brought several bat¬ 
teries; opposed to him nearly as much artil¬ 
lery, which we covert^ by our resen’e of ca- 
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\valry, because the infantry had not advanced 
so far. The other corps came up by degrees, 
and the battle commenced the whole length of 
the line, and extended past the last village on 
the left; I do not exactly know to what distance. 
We occupied for some hours the village on our 
right; but the enemy presented himself there in 
considerable force, surrounded, and took it. 
He did not keep it above half an hour. We 
again attacked and took it; we even penetrated 
beyond it, and took two other villages, by which 
means we came on the enemy’s flanks. 

“ From this moment the battle became very 
obstinate at this point; almost all the infantiy 
of Blucher’s corps, and part of that of the other 
corps, came up by degrees. We w'ere then- 
very near each other. Victory appeared to in¬ 
cline semetimes to the one side, and sometimes 
to the other. In the meantime we did not lose 
an inch of ground we occupied on the enemy’s 
flank. It was now between six and seven in the 
evening, and at this moment I was wounded in 
the leg, and forced to quit the field of battle. I 
am ignorant wlmCpassed on the left wing; but 
1 perceived that we had likewise gained some 
ground on that side. The battle was conse¬ 
quently won. 

VOL I. 
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“ The enemy has occupied Leipzig in his rear.. 
Towards evening reinforcements had'^arrived 
from the Grand Army^ and Miloradovitch’s 
corps was in inarch. 

“ At this moment I learn the battle is over, 
and that we are masters, not only of the first 
field ofbattle, but likewise of the ground which 
we had taken from the enemy. Neverthel»'ss, 
the oecupation of Leipzig by the enemy, obliges 
ns to make a lateral movement.” 

From the foregoing, and even after a strict 
examination of the French* statements, it will 
appear that, in the battle of Ltitzen, (a plaee 
rendered .imjiortant by the batth* betwwn the 
Swedes and ImperialLsts in in which the 

former obtained the victory, but lost their great and 
good king Gustavus Adolphus) the French army 
was beaten in all directions, at the critical mo* 
ment when Buonaparte brought up a battery of 
80 pieces as a last desperate effort, but this was 
at the close of the day; and, although the Allied 

* Ftfjj^e French accounts of tliis h^Ulc, vide 7th Bulktiii 
of the ^inpaign of 1H13, contaiiu-d in the Appendix, also a 
document entitled “Aperfu'dt- la Campagne dc I’Arnn'c 
Francois, etdel'Anneeroinhiix'c Russo-Prussiuinc Tan IHI.I. 
Premiere division, de la battaiile de Lutzeiv jusqu’au passage 
de rPJbe par les deux Armees,’* marked (A) in the A]>pendix. 



32 ^ 

rivalry, ^qiensely superior in numbers, was 
rollrcted^ith great rapidity to bear upon this 
point, the darkness,of the night prevented all 
furiMer movements.—Napoleon had the greatest 
number of men;' the Allies were superior in ca¬ 
valry. In artillery both sides wpr5 equal. Na¬ 
poleon, on venturing into the plain, constructed 
fine square battalions, which advanced like 
moving redoubts, garnished at the corners as 
linstions, with cannon, which by their cross-' 
fire might keep off the attacks of cavalry. A 
number of these squares were broken. Among 
others, the battalion of life-guard grena¬ 
diers took a battery, which had caused a severe 
loss to the Allies. This battalion, which 
was chiefly formed of volunteers, suffered con¬ 
siderable loss, but behaved with distinguished 
honour. Night only put an end to the battle: 
the Alli<‘d army bivouaced on the field. The 
day of the Jd passed over without fighting. The 
French retreated; and the Allies marched to 
Kotha and Borna. 

If the battle had not been gained, the conse- 
fjucnce would hrfV»been, that General Bulow 
must have had to defend the Elbe. The repeat, 
liowever, of the enemy from Leipzig>_by Mers- 
burg, to Querj’urt, rendered that measure un¬ 
necessary. 
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The head-quartere of Napoleon- 4wo days 
after the battle, were at QaerfurtY^ those of 
Count Witgenstein at R^chlitz; and those of 
General Blucher at Colditz. 

The Empetor of Russia and King of Prussia 
were in the field during the whole of the engage¬ 
ment.—They proceeded, regardless of personal 
danger, to every part of the line where their 
‘presence could be useful in animating the troops, 
who, by loud and repeated cheers, testifi«>d their 
sense of this mark of heroism and magnanimity 
in their respective Sovereigns. It i.s in such 
grand and awful moments as these only, and 
not in the brilliant circles of a Court, that good 
and gallant Monarchs receive the full reward of 
their virtues, and enjoy that grateful satisfaction 
which the performance of our duties in every 
station is certain to procure. 

In the battle, Sir Robert Wilson, as a volun¬ 
teer, assisted by Captain Dawson, Colonel 
Campbell, and his two Aides-de-Camp, shewed 
his-usual gallantry, and was much distinguished. 

END OF VOL. I. 
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